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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
We would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  It has been a good year 
seeing our chapter come together.  It has been a few weeks since we met 
and rode, but our New ̧ ŜŀǊΩǎ Day ride will be upon us very soon.  We have 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ άwƛŘŜ !ƭƭ !ƭŀōŀƳŀέ ŦƻǊ нллф ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ст 
ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳǊǘƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ст 
courthouses to be seen.  The best part about it is that we are coming 
together as a family for a good time.  The first ride will be in February led by 
Ray and Deb Coffen, our 2009 Couple of the Year.   
 I would like to make special mention of our James Carter.  This 
person drives quite a ways to fellowship with us and is always smiling and 
gives of himself.  At the district rally, he drove his truck and escorted the 
soon to be Alabama District Couple of the Year, Terry and Barbie, to the rally 
in a pouring down rain.  He also gave most everyone else a ride also.  It is 
members like this that make Chapter N great. 
 I would also like to thank our staff who has done so much.  They give 
of themselves to make all of this come together.  There is a lot of work that 
goes on behind the scenes.  Also would like to give a shout out to Wayne 
Gargus.  He is a steady rock when coming to the weekly updates and 
organizing the rides with Harold.  Thank you Wayne for all you have done. 
You are truly a good friend of our chapter. 
 Please plan to attend the meeting.  We are handing out a tentative 
ride schedule for the year along with our goals and much more.  It is going to 
be a great year. 
 Lastly, I can never fail to mention our focus on safety.  If you have 
ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ άwƻŀŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǎŜέΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WƛƳ ½ŀōƭŜǊΦ  Lǘ ǿƻuld 
be great to have 100% certified as a road captain.  Even though you may not 
lead or drag, it is good for everyone to be on the same page.  Also, we are 
going to hold a group riding seminar for the chapter.   
 Thank you so much for making this a great cƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ wƛŘŜ !ƭƭ 
Alabama this year, laugh a lot, learn a lot, and enjoy this thing called life.  
May God bless all of you and your families.  See you New Years day for the 
first ride of the year. 
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Hello Everyone, 
          Wow! What a year 2008 has been! It is hard for us to describe how much fun we have had this past year. Let us put 
it this way. On a scale of one to ten we would rank it an eleven! Being the Alabama District Couple of the Year has been 
an experience we will cherish the rest of our lives. It gave us the opportunity to do new things and to meet new people that 
otherwise we would not have done or met. It would be impossible in this article to list everyone who has made this past 
year so special. If you were one of the many people who gave us a hug, handshake, or a warm hello, you were part of it 
and we would like to thank you. We would also like to thank Roy and Anita and the rest of the Alabama Staff for 
everything they did for us. Thanks to Butch and Dianne Harris, former Chapter N directors, who started us on this journey 
nearly two years ago when they selected us as Chapter Couple. To Dewey and Alice Cole, who has traveled with us and 
kept us out of trouble most of time, a big thank you. And last but not least to all the members of GWRRA who make this 
organization so special Thank You!   
    At the annual Snowball Run this year, the 2009 Alabama District Couple of the Year will be selected. There are some 
great couples in the selection process this year, and we know that whoever is selected they will do an excellent job 
representing the Alabama District. We would like to wish all the couples good luck and we hope that whoever is selected 
will have as much fun as we did. Once again thank you for making 2008 a year we will never forget. God bless and ride 
safe! 
 
 
 
 
                                             Ride Safe 
                                          Terry & Barbie 
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CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

 

T-CLOCK - Safety inspections 
By David Dirig 

 

This past week, I went over both bikes and discovered that my rear tire was 10 pounds low. Then, I went out to check the 

car and discovered that the tread was ruined on the outside part of the tires -- this was partially due to bad alignment but 

also due to driving the car with under-inflated tires. What does this have to do with GWRRA? Learn from my lesson, and 

inspect your vehicles often. This applies to your 4-wheelers, but more importantly to your 2-wheelers. If you lose a tire on 

a car, its bad but not catastrophic. If you lose a tire on the bike, well...... it could be deadly. Nothing can prevent having a 

tire go out after hitting something, but proper maintenance and inspections can go a long way toward decreasing the 

chances of a break-down along the road. 

 

Inspections are critical to maintaining a bike and riding safely. This is especially true as we start the riding seasons. After 

a string of bad weather days, how many of us have jumped on the bike after it sitting in the garage for weeks, and taken it 

for a spin.  

 

Make a habit of inspecting your bike before you ride it, especially if its been a while since you've taken the bike out. Now if 

you're like me and you commute on your bike, you don't want to crawl under the bike and check your tire pressure in your 

work clothes (unless you're a mechanic). But at least once a week, and especially before long rides (if not also during 

them), you want to inspect your bike to make sure you are in safe riding condition. I would rather find out at a rest stop 

that I have a nail in my tire than find out at 70mph! How many of you have seen Craig Rush sitting on the curb at a gas 

station inspecting his tires? While the rest of us are loading up, emptying out, or socializing, I have noticed him several 

times, with his bike on the center stand going over the tires, inspecting tread and looking for foreign matter in the treads. 

Better than anything I could write, that's an example of proactive safety inspections.  

 

T-CLOCK is an acronym that describes an overall safety inspection of the motorcycle. While this is a much more 

extensive inspection than you would make at a rest stop (even for Craig), this will give you an idea of what you should be 

looking for and checking in most all aspects of the motorcycle to maintain proper operations or alert you to improper 

operations. Check with you friendly local Chapter Educators for the checklist that covers the inspection called T-CLOCK 

 

T -- Tires and Wheels - inspect condition of front and rear tires (pressure, tread), wheels, rims, bearings, and seals 

 

C -- Controls - This covers the condition of levels, cables, hoses, and throttle 

 

L -- Lights - Inspection of battery, lights lenses, reflectors, wiring, and the headlight reflector and aim of the headlight 

(right/ left & height) 

 

O -- Oil - Check levels and for leaks in Engine oil, Hypoid gear oil, Hydraulic fluid, coolant and fuel 

 

C -- Chassis - Inspect frame, steering head bearings, swingarm, and suspension 

 

K -- Kickstand - Inspect Centerstand and side stand for cracks and bent parts. Maintain proper tension on springs to keep 

stand in place when folded up. 

 

The T-CLOCK form has more extensive descriptions of the inspections suggested above. Whether you use T-CLOCK or 

your own experience with inspections and making sure the bike is ride-worthy, I encourage each of you to routinely go 
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over your bikes or have a mechanic do it for you if you are so inclined. The crucial point is that we have a long riding 

season ahead of us, and some bikes have been sitting for what little winter we have or are still suffering from last seasons' 

rides. Before you take off for that next weekend jaunt or cross-country trip, make sure the bike is as ready as you are. It 

may well be the most important time you spend preparing for your next trip. 

 

Ride Safe and COAST 

Concentrate On A Safe Trip 

D&D 

 

Use the enclosed óT CLOCK  INSPECTION FORMô to make sure YOU are read for the road in 2009! 

      ΧŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ {ŀŘŘƭŜ - Jim and Linda Zabler 
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