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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
     After just spend a wonderful weekend riding to Pigeon Forge via the 

Cherohala Skyway with our friends, I want to share some thoughts. 

¶ We are blessed to live in a country with the highest standard of living 

and freedoms including the ability to travel where we desire without 

armed soldiers trying to control us. 

¶ It will take the rest of my life to explore the beauty of this country on 

the motorcycle, and that is just fine. 

¶ Life is what you make it; making friends and building relationships is 

a good life. 

¶ Having a partner that goes where I go and enjoys it makes it all-right. 

Now to recap the past month; we had a very good turnout at the monthly 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ άwƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ YƛŘǎΦέ  L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ п ǇŀǘŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L 

am very proud of, and had a good time.   

The next weekend we had the north picnic.  We had 21 people ride which 

was the largest chapter in attendance there.  GREAT JOB!!!! 

On the 16rd ƻŦ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ άCw99έ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

free concert in Guntersville and then the chapter paid for free ice cream.  I 

was unable to attend due to being out of town, but heard it was a good time. 

On the 23rd, we had 17 people head up for a beautiful ride up to Pigeon 

CƻǊƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ άCŀȅέ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǊƻŘŜ 

into beautiful sunshine and a wonderful ride.  Read the article(s) about the 

ride. 

One last thought:  Several people in the chapter have stepped up and 

worked behind the scenes to make this chapter work.  To be perfectly blunt, 

ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘΦ  

Also, thanks for taking a lot of load off of me. 

Please plan to ride with us on the upcoming rides!!!!! 
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Hello Everyone, 

 
                      The Region A Rally is here. For the first time since we have been members the Region A 
Rally is being held in Alabama. We hope everyone is registered and looking forward to it as much as we 
are. We hope that everyone will come out and support us at the Couple of the Year selection on Friday. 
We will do our best to represent Alabama. It will help us out allot if we can look out in the audience and 
see all of our friends smiling and cheering us on.  
  
We had a great time at the state picnic held at Tannehill park. We worked the registration table where we 
were able to meet and greet everyone who came in. We always enjoy talking to everyone especially 
people we don't get to see as often as others. Thanks to Roy & Anita and the rest of the Alabama Staff for 
putting on such a fun event. We would also like to thank Frank & Linda for the outstanding classes they 
have put on this year, finishing up with the Advanced Leadership Training, that we attended on August 
16. We would recommend to anyone that they take this Horizons Program. We had a blast! In closing we 
would like to see all of you in Dothan for a luau. 
  
                                        Ride Safe 
                                    Terry & Barbie 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from the Alabama District 

I donôt know what is happening  to summer but is going way to 

fast. We have not even started to enjoy all the things we 

normally do and summer is all most over. We have done some 

really fun things but it all seems a blur when we look back.  

To start the month off we went to Dothan for a meeting with 

Region on the duties and set up for the Region A Rally. We have 

the vendor gates, Lighted Bike Par ade, and the Bike Show. Please 

send Robert and Gail an Email of the number of members who plan 

to attend and if they could help us with these duties. For all 

who are attending please come to the Region Couple of the Year 

selection and support Terry and Bar bie. It would be great to 

show our Alabama/Auburn support for them. We hope to see as many 

as can come at the Rally.  

On August 9
th

 we had the North Picnic (next year I will bring 

watermelon) at Tannehill State Park. We had a really good 

showing with 14 Cha pters and 180 members. We would like to thank 

Billy and Lisa Beavers for letting us use the water cooled fans, 

they were  the hit of the picnic. Thanks to all who attended for 

making it a great day.  

Later that day we attended an auction for the Pediatric B rain 

Tumor Foundation that Bill and Joyce Smith along with others 

from Chapter X and the Ride For Kids Task force. We had a good 

turn out of friends, some who ride and some who do not. A good 

time was had by all who attended and over $13,000 was raised. 

One of the STARS (a survivor) modeled  sun glasses, leather coat 

and vest for the crowd, she ran away with their hearts.  

On August 15
th

 we were late for Chapter Tôs meeting but wound up 

attending a parking lot kick tire session. We were in the 

parking lot for  two hours after the meeting and people started 

calling us homeless. Then  several of us met at Cracker Barrel to 

eat dinner/dessert, drink some coffee and can you believe, talk 

some more.  

On the 16
th

 we attended an Advanced Leadership class that was 

exper tly done by Frank and Linda Teasley. We had 28 people in 

attendance, of which, 20 are Alabama staff members. We are 

having a really good turn out for Leadership classes and 

continue to get requests for more.  



Chapter S will have the Traveling Plaque up for grabs on August 

30th from 12:00 - 2:00 PM at Jonathanôs Steak House, 15110 Highway 

43 Russellville (across the highway from the hospital). Letôs 

see who comes the furthest with the most members, have fun.  

Please remember that Freedom isnôt Free and remember our folks 

who are in Harmôs Way, be they Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs 

or Firemen.  

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are 

probably thinking the same thing.  

Please ride Safe and Often,  

Roy and Anita Fosnight  

AL District Directors
 

 

 
                                                           
 
 

Roy & Anita Fosnight  

Please Ride Safe and Often 

 

 

 

 

 



FUN-SAFETY-KNOWLEDGE 

Well for the past three months we have been focusing on three words that are included in the Motto for 

GWRRA, Fun, Safety and Knowledge.  This month we will talk about Knowledge as we see it pertains to 

GWRRA.  Our saying that we add to the end of all of our articles and e-mails has been The more you 

know the better it gets and we really believe that. 

Last month we talked about the Rider Education and the MAD programs during our discussion of the 

word Safety.  This month we will have to plug the Leadership training and Knowledge Enhancement 

programs that GWRRA has put together for its membership. 

This past weekend we attended the Advanced Leadership Skills class that was held by our District 

trainers Frank and Linda Teasley.  It was wonderful; this was the last class of the Horizons Program.  

GWRRA has put together some classes for its membership that can really enhance and help teach our 

members how to look at, trouble shoot and handle problems or issues that may arise in their chapters.  

But these are lessons that can be carried over to your business relationships and personal relationships.  

The Horizons program offers several classes ς the first is the Horizons class that is a two day class that is 

both interactive and Fun.  The next is Membership enhancement a one day class and then the 

intermediate and advance leadership training which are both one day classes.  The Trainers also help put 

together classes at the District rally and often help with teaching classes in other Districts and at Wing 

Ding.  The ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ job has to be one of the most involved and time consuming positions on the District 

staff and Frank and Linda do a wonderful job.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for 

all the classes that they have put together and given over the past couple of years and the ones that 

they are planning for the future.  We would also like to thank the members of Alabama Chapter T, that 

has shared Frank and Linda with the rest of the Alabama District and Region A.  We know all the time 

that has been required from this position and we know that it has taken time away from their 

participation with there home chapter.  

We are also seeing more classes being offered at District, Region and National levels that can enhance 

the ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ knowledge on areas of special interest; Scrapbooking, Remembering Names, How to 

Show your Bike in a Bike Show.  These are just a few topics that we have seen offered at recent rallies. 

We looked into our crystal ball and saw the GWRRA rally of the future.  It will have a lot more seminars 

and competitions and fewer Vendors.  This will happen because of the worlds changing environment.  If 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ±ŜƴŘƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŀƭƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ 

fuel and increasing competition of a Web-based market for bike accessories will force them to stop 

traveling to our rallies.. Remember that when you want to order something on-line instead of buying it 

from a vendor, so you can save 2 dollars.      

So when you see a GWRRA seminar offered. Please take the time to enroll and take the class.. you may 

just have some Fun while your learning something new.  Thanks again to all the trainers that give of 

their time and self to serve the members of GWRRA. When you see one, tell them you appreciate them.  

Robert & Gail Brown  

The more you know the better it gets 



 

 

 

CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

WHEEL TRAPS 
Jim Waddell & Linda Sherrod                                                                

²ŜΩǾŜ all seen them.  The most common is the new lane of pavement on 

one side and the roto-ƳƛƭƭŜŘ ƭŀƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊō ŀǎ 

you turn into a parking lot.  Your choices are limited, either you stay where 

you are, or you try to ride over it. 

The problem is that if you get too close to the trap you cannot simply turn 

your wheel and exit the obstacle.  Any effort to turn away from the curb 

that your front tire is hugging finds that the rear edge of the tire must push 

against the curb in order for the front edge to turn away.  A mere 1 inch of 

height is sufficient to stop you cold.  Your bike can fall over before you can turn the wheel out of the trap.  In this 

particular case you have no choice but to stop the bike, if you can, and walk the bike free.  Here are some 

suggestions for you when you encounter such traps. 

bŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ сέ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΦ  For anything greater 

than about one inch, you must put as great an angle of attack to it as possible.  Ideally you want to cross it at a 90 

ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀƴƎƭŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΦ  aŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ άƭŀƴŜ-ƭƻŎƪŜŘέ ōȅ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ ƭŀƴŜǎ ƻŦ 

pŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǘƻ-mill side than to try to jump 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ оέ ƭƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎǇŜŜŘΦ 

Always approach a trap you must cross over with more than a 20 degree attack angle.  .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

so much about your front tire getting over the trap, but rather getting your rear tire over the trap.  If the rear tire 

locks on the trap, the angle of attack becomes greater, you instinctively turn into the direction of travel and when 

the rear tire cuts loose, you have the makings of a very unpleasant high side accident. 

Before trying to ride over a trap that is relatively close to you, turn away from it and then towards it in order to 

build the largest angle of attack possible.  An instant before your front tire hits the obstacle, accelerate.  That 

unloads your front shocks.  At the same time shift your weight to your pegs and lift you posterior off the seat.  

When the rear tire hits the rap, the rear end of the bike wiƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ƧƻƭǘΣ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

thrown off your seat or fitht5 for control if you are not prepared. 

As agile as we know our motorcycles are, there are time when two wheels are simply not up to the tasks 

we present them unless we know how.  CǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ {ŀŘŘƭŜΧ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Happy Birthday to:  Harry Shiland   September 3 

Dianne Harris   September 5 
    Loretta Loyd   September 9 

Josh Dodd   September 11 
    Michelle Harper   September 11 

Calvin Blansit   September 13 
Wayne Gargus   September 18 
Calvin Loyd   September 18 
Ann Hethcox   September 19 
Skip Kittrell   September 25 
Jim Zabler   September 27 

 
Editors note:  December and January are consistently cold months! 
     
     

 
Happy Anniversary to:  Calvin and Marie Blansit  September 11 
    Ray and Deb Coffen  September 25 
    Sammy and Donna Conn  September 28 
    Gary and Linda Luther  September 28 
 
 

RIDE SCHEDULE 
 

NOTE:  Chapter N meets for breakfast every Wednesday at 8 AM at Sarahôs, located on Hwy 278 West 

of Gadsden & 1 mile West of Walnut Grove.  Good buffet breakfast including drink for $6/person.      

SEPTEMBER 2008 

SATURDAY 9-6 ς Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, Hwy 77 near US 411, Rainbow City, AL.  

Eat at 5 PM and a short fun meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE:  Seniors who order before 5 PM can get the 

Senior Buffet which includes all bars for $4.99) 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, & SATURDAY Sept. 11-12- & 13:  Region A Rally Dothan, AL.  Theme is an 

Hawaiian Luau.  For registration, motel and other information, go to:  www.gwrra-regiona.org .  Some 

Chapter members will be departing on Wednesday 9-10 at_____________.  Others will depart on 

Thursday at_______________________________. Departure times to be discussed at the Sept. 

meeting.   

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY SEPT - 18-20,  bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŀƭƭȅ ά²ƛƴƎǎ hǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜ 

{ƳƻƪƛŜǎέ Fletcher, NC.  www.gwrranc.org  .  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ άbέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ b/Φ    

SATURDAY 9-20-08 Event:    Visit Shiloh National Military Park        Rescheduled. 

 

 

http://www.regiona.org/
http://www.gwrranc.org/


SATURDAY 9-20-08 Event 20 September 2008 

Departure Location: {ƴŜŀŘ .tκaŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŀǘ р ta        Diner: Parkside Catfish Restaurant  
Ice Cream: Guntersville Sonic  

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ {ƴŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙǿȅ сф ƛƴ ǘƘŜ small town of 
Baileyton, Alabama.  The chapter has been to this restaurant before.  They have a singer that performs 
on Saturday night.  On our last visit, Alice & Diane were allowed to sing.  Now that these local people 
know these two, they may not extend a singing invitation again.  We will just have to wait & see.  After 

dinner we will ride hwy 69 through Arab and onto Guntersville for ice cream. 
 

   

 

            SATURDAY 9-27 ς Dinner Ride to Beans & Greens in Centre.  NOTE:  This is the kick-off for the 

IƻƪŜǎ .ƭǳŦŦ ά/ǊǳƛǎƛƴΩ CƻǊ ! /ǳǊŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ мл-4.  All net proceeds to benefit Breast Cancer 

Awareness, Support, & Research.  Depart Kangaroo 4 PM.  The return trip will be much quicker due to 

ǘƘŜ άƧŜǘ ǇǊƻǇǳƭǎƛƻƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀƴǎΧ Ƙŀ ƘŀΧ 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 9-28 - Sunday afternoon ride.  Ride Coordinator; Sammy or Harold.  

Depart Kangaroo at 12:45 PM & meet others at the Albertville K-mart to depart at 1:30 PM.   Ride 431 

through Guntersville, then take hwy 5 over Grant Mountain to hwy 72.  Turn left on hwy 72, then right 

on hwy 65 to ride through Paint Rock Valley.   Turn right at hwy 146 to ride up Cumberland Mountain, 

then right on hwy 79 to ride down the mountain to Scottsboro and onto Guntersville and return back to 

!ƭōŜǊǘǾƛƭƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 5ΩǎΦ  This is an estimated 2 hour ride. 

OCTOBER 2008  (TENTATIVE) 

            SATURDAY 10-4 ς Anƴǳŀƭ ά/ǊǳƛǎƛƴΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊŜέ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŀǎǘ /ŀƴŎŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ at Hokes 

Bluff City Park.  Swap Meet, Arts & Crafts, Antique Car Show, Motorcycle Show.  Anything with wheels 

welcome.  Rain or shine from 8 AM to 4 PM.  Breakfast served from 7-9 AM by the Lions Club.  Meet at 

the Park between 8-9 AM to show your bike or earlier for breakfast.   

SATURDAY 10-4 ς Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, Hwy 77 near US 411, Rainbow City, AL.  

Eat at 5 PM and a short fun meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE:  Seniors who order before 5 PM can get the 

Senior Buffet which includes all bars for $4.99).  Those at the event in Hokes Bluff will depart at 4 PM 

and ride to the meeting.    



SATURDAY 10-11 - The Alabama Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service will be Saturday October 11, 

2008. The ceremony is scheduled to begin at 1030 hrs. Last year we held the first annual motorcycle ride 

to this event. This is going to be an annual ride to this sacred ceremony. I want this ride that honors our 

fallen brothers and sisters to be the largest single motorcycle ride held annually in the state of Alabama. 

The Fallen Firefighter Memorial has no funding source so we ask for voluntary donations to be 

contributed to the Fallen Firefighter Memorial. This year we will meet at Cracker Barrel located at I-459 

and US 280 just east of Birmingham. All bikes should be full of fuel and ready to ride by 0830 hrs and 

will pull out at 0900 hrs. Anyone wanting to eat should arrive early enough to eat and be ready to ride at 

the scheduled time. This ride will be escorted from Birmingham to Tuscaloosa only. Once we arrive at 

the Winn-Dixie on Hwy 69, we will stage in the parking lot. At 1010 hrs we will ride together down to 

the fire college to make a grand entrance where we will line t he street in front of the memorial with 

bikes. We are asking for a minimum donation of $10.00 per person for the memorial. We welcome all 

motorcycle riders, motorcycle groups, motorcycle clubs for this ride. Please send this email to everyone 

that rides and together we will make this a true memorial ride. I look forward to riding with everyone 

again this year. 

Two departure times for this ride.  (1) if you want to eat breakfast at the Cracker Barrel on 280 with 

many of the other riders, depart Kangaroo 6 AM.  (2) To eat breakfast on your own but participate in this 

important ride to support Skipôs efforts, depart Kangaroo 7 AM. 

 

This ride is sponsored by Hoover Firefighters Local 4035 and the Red Knights MC Alabama Chapter 2.  Please 

make plans to come out and support this ride.  This ride is open to everyone, so please spread the word. 

Ride Safe.              Skip Kittrell, President RKMC AL 2:  & Neal DePiano, President Hoover FF Local 4035  

ACCORDING TO SKIP, THE CEREMONY IS EXPECTED TO LAST ABOUT ONE HOUR WHICH MEANS 

WE WILL BE FREE TO RIDE ABOUT NOON.  WE CAN HAVE LUNCH LOCALLY, THEN TAKE A SCENIC 

RIDE BACK TO TRUSSVILLE FOR OUR OCTOBER DINNER RIDE  at Fish House Grill, (5PM) 5961 

Chalkville Mountain Lane, Trussville, AL 205-661-6005 or check the menu at 

www.fishhousegrillusa.com.  (Wayne & Liz ate there recently and report excellent food & service).  The 

restaurant is new & is hidden from view from Chalkville Mt. Road, but exit I-59 at the Trussville exit 

#141.  Go West away from I-59 to the 1
st
 traffic light beyond the entrance ramp to I-59 South and turn left 

toward Krystal and behind the Chevron Station.  If you canôt ride to Tuscaloosa with us, please meet 

us at the restaurant for some good seafood and other foods if seafood is not your choice.    

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, &  SATURDAY Oct. 16, 17 & 18 ς Mississippi District Rally, Biloxi, MS. 

Theme:  Stars On The Coast Hollywood TV Land.  For registration, motel and other information, go to:  

www.msgwrra.org .   Departure times to be discussed at the Sept. & Oct. meetings.    

SATURDAY 10-25 -   CHILI DUMP & WEENIE ROAST ς Our friends Rich & Nancy Follett at Country 

Cruisers in Guntersville, have invited us to their place for a fun afternoon & evening.  Bring a pot of your 

favorite chili and they will dump it all together into a mild or spicy pot.  Also bring a dish to share of your 

favorite snack or dessert.    The fun starts  at 4 PM until???   Good food, fun with friends, pumpkin 

contest, tombstone contest, & Hayride.  Furnished items include table service, beverage of coffee, tea, 

& water, hot dogs & buns, and hot dog fixins.  Flyers and additional information will be available at the 

October Chapter Gathering.  Sounds like fun so please plan to attend.   Further details to be discussed at 

the Sept. & Oct. meetings.   

http://www.fishhousegrillusa.com/
http://www.msgwrra.org/


FOR SALE: 

CHAPTER N MEMBER HAS A GOOD ñFIXER UP GOLD WINGò FOR SALE.    

FOR SALE:  1981 GL1100 Standard with Vetter Fairing and saddle bags and trunk. Cosmetically the bike 

is perfect; itôs won 4 first place awards in bike shows. It needs some mechanical TLC to get it back in 

running condition. Itôs got approximately 51,000 original miles on it. Itôs black with custom pinstriping. Itôs 

also got the AM/FM Cassette radio on it.   First $1,000 gets it.  (the CB will be negotiable)   Call or e-mail 

Bob Ray 256-413-8880    l8rt8rray@bellsouth.net    

 

PICTURES FROM THE OVERNIGHTER TO PIGEON FORGE 

                             
               Jim being undressed                                                                 Much needed gas stop 
 

                             
        Group Stopped on Cherohala                                                     Harold and Jim waving politely 
 

                            
  A very rowdy group at Newfound Gap                                   Beautiful Site ς Goldwings in a row 
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Notes from the Pigeon Forge Trip 

Tales from Pigeon Forge 

On a strangely cool August morning in the summer of 2008, 15 members of Chapter N assembled at 

Cracker Barrel for a journey to thŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ άtƛƎŜƻƴ CƻǊƎŜέΦ  tǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴǎƭŀǳƎƘǘ 

of impeding weather, the fearsome motorbike riders suited up in Frog Toggs and rubber and departed 

hence after warning of danger from the Rider Educator (Jim Zabler).  Wayne and Liz, while not riding, 

sought to bid the band of riders a well journey. Much to the surprise and enjoyment of the warriors, 

Clifford and Faye unveiled their newly acquired trike; a vehicle of beauty. Five bikes and two trikes made 

their way thru northern Alabama and into North Eastern Georgia up to the great state of Tennessee.   

Here we discovered the mighty power of nature.  Within just a few miles, the temperature went from 73 

degrees to 88.  Realizing the brevity of the situation, the riders dismounted at HardŜŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

further travel, when lo and behold, Bill and Deb joined forces for the journey.  After a refreshing meal, 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ ǎƻƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŜǊƻƘŀƭŀ {ƪȅǿŀȅέΦ   

At the start of this epic ascent of this legendary trek, the weather was beating with temperatures at 91 

degrees and the sun burning bright.  Riding with purpose and determination, these riders showed poise 

and skill while mastering the highway.  Knowing all was well, this fearless band of travelers stopped to 

ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƛŎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ L ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ 

conversations from Butch and Dianne, Dewey and Alice, Harold and Shari, Wilky and Judy, ranging from 

one end of life to another.   After reaching the top of the Skyway, a pleasant 72 degree reward the 

ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ōƛƪŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΦ ¢ƘŜ άǊŜŘέ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ ǊƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴŜ άƎǊŀȅέ ǿƻƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘΦ όWŀƳŜǎ /ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ 

bike is red for this article).  After defeating the Cherohala myth, the awesome riders ascended to the 

peak of the Smokies for pictures and laughs. Soon thereafter, the group arrived at their destination, the 

center of the universe.  Once there, no cracker barrel or ice cream shop was spared.  

 

Cherohola Skyway & Smokey Mountain Loop Trip  

A large number of us departed Rainbow City in light rain Saturday morning.  The rain was with us until 

near the Tennessee state line.  Then, the weather began to clear and by the time we got onto the 

skyway the sky was very blue with a ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ тлΩǎΦ   

One must confess that there is a certain amount of fear when planning such a ride.  You hope the 

weather will be OK, you hope that nobody gets sick, you hope that nobody  experiences bike troubles, 

you surely hope for no accidents, you hope the lodging accommodations will be good, and you hope for 

no ill feelings over some dumb thing you said or did.  So, naturally the plan requires a lot of hoping that 

all will go according to plans.    

And now, here is a very brief post-ride summary.  The trip was great and we thank everyone.   

Let us do this again in the near future. 

Harold & Shari   

 

Please keep our friends in your prayers! 



 

Steve Garrison 
Temporary Address 
UAB Hospital 
Spain-Wallace Building 
W926 
Birmingham, Al 35233 
(205)975-1603 
Cell phone now allowed but do landline first as minutes finite 
256-913-3981 
 
¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀǘ ΨǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƛƳŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ 
result in being discharged from the hospital. 
 
And some praise items! 
 

Wayne Gargus is recovering well from heart surgery ς ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƻƴŜ 
ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ.  Wayne just makes it look easy. 
 
{ŀƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴƴŀ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ Ψǘǿƻ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ 
were traveling in the mountains.  It was a beautiful, touching ceremony.  The newly married 
couple are in their home in Henderson, NE. 
 
Josh and Kacey Dodd are parents ς again!  Proud grandparents Kerry and Joyce Wilson sent out 
the announcement on August 30: 
 Rex Dodd 
 Born August 30 
 6LB 8OZ ; 20 İ ñ long 
 
 

Editors Corner 
 
I appreciate those of you who contribute to the newsletter.  If you would like to submit 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
together in an article.  The newsletter is much more interesting when we have input from many 
different Chapter members. 

 
The following article was submitted by Jim and Linda Zabler; óDave and Robertaô 

are their friends. 

 

Hi guys,  

We just got back from a 2,200 mile trip to Colorado with our group and I thought you'd get a 

kick out of some of the pictures.  Most of the trip was GREAT. We expected the heat going from 

home to St George Utah (1st day), and when we got to Canon City CO two days later (our turn 

around point) a few showers weren't unexpected. But on the way home we went south through 



Pueblo and had to go through some really high passes (11,000 ft). The first one had us in a 

driving rain with thunder and lightning, VERY close. Visibility was down to about 100 feet and 

we just putted along hoping to get through it. When we cleared that pass we stopped to celebrate 

and gas up before starting the next one. We asked a biker who was coming out of the pass ahead 

what it was like and he said "a wee bit of rain and cold". So we figured we were through the 

worst of it. WRONG!  As we started up the mountain the rain returned, and kept getting harder, 

and colder. Then over the CB I hear someone saying it's turned to hail. Sure enough, small hail 

stones were bouncing around my cockpit. And then they got bigger, and it got colder, and the 

blacktop started turning white with the buildup. Next the windshields got such a buildup of slush 

you couldn't see through them, and when you're trying to stay in the track of the guy in front of 

you looking over the shield is tough! Plus my helmet shield was becoming opaque with the frost 

and rain. And when I opened it to see, the hail was smacking me in the face. The hail got to 

about marble size and was hitting so hard that it hurt through 5 layers of clothing, and the racket 

on my helmet was unbelievable.  I was in a group of 5 bikes as the backdoor (tail gunner), we 

had 2 two wheelers with passengers pulling trailers, one trike with trailer, Roberta's trike and 

then me. The two wheelers were ridden by two of the most experienced riders I know and trust 

their ability completely. We had hit the pass at a time with no other traffic so Charlie had no 

tracks to follow; he was blazing the trail for us. At last a car came by (we had two lanes going 

our way) and Charlie tried to edge his way over to the cars track, thatôs when his trailer spun out 

spinning him 180 and he went down. With that the other two-wheeler tried to stop, yeah right, 

and went down. I somehow managed to stay upright and stop (no passenger, no trailer) and had 

to have Roberta come over to put my side stand down because I knew if I lifted a foot I'd go over 

because the ground was ice. I raised my head and looked around at a winter wonderland with 5 

Goldwings sitting in what was for all purposes a field of snow, and realized we were stuck and 

blocking a whole lane of road.  We had no injuries and no serious damage, our guardian angels 

were surely on the job. And after calling the State Troopers and being told it would be 45 

minutes before a car could reach us and no idea of when a wrecker could arrive (to handle 3 

bikes) we figured we were on our own. The trikes were doing OK, but the two wheelers were 

stuck. Some local residents stopped and helped us pick up the two down bikes and told us we 

were only a half mile from the summit. But the weather was just as bad there and going downhill 

in it would be near impossible.  By now several cars had passed in the other lane and had created 

a trail in the frozen hail, and as the air warmed and the hail turned back to rain we saw a chance 

to get out. About now a Colorado State truck passed by and the driver yelled he'd be right back, 

we had no idea what he planned to do. So one at a time we dug a path from a bike to the open 

track and with the rider gently working the throttle and two people on each side for stability we 

worked the bikes out to the open path. So now we had the other lane blocked and traffic was 

having to go around us on the right side, kicking up cold water and slush all over us.  We all had 

rain gear, but none of us had boots designed to be immersed in freezing slushy snow, and most of 

us had soaked our gloves when we dug the paths from the Goldwings to the open road. What I'm 

trying to say is "we were freaking cold"!  But we had to get ourselves out of this, and we did. 

Just as we were starting to edge our machines up the hill that guy in the state truck comes up the 

hill behind us in a snowplow! He cleared the road for us up and over the pass and then turned 

around to clear it the other way; once again our guardian angels at work.  I realize most people 

think we're crazy to be out doing this on a vehicle that's so exposed to the elements, and they're 

probably right. But even after all of that we had a great trip.  But I hope never to have to 

negotiate that kind of situation again. But, if I do, I now know that I can. 

 

Dave & Roberta  

 



 

 
 
 


