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COMMENTS FROM THE CD, BUTCH & DIANNE HARRIS 
 
On November 3, 15 of us started the day participating in the first Oneonta Vet-
erans Parade followed by lunch at Guthrie’s Chicken where Veterans were 
given 50% off any menu item.  It   was also our Chapter meeting day at 
Sarah’s.  We had 38 in attendance.  Glad to see Marlene Shiland after only a 
couple of weeks following major cancer surgery.  Still need to keep her in our 
prayers.  We had a new couple, Larry and Juanita Staton joining us.  They are 
already GWRRA members and we hope they will continue to participate with 
our Chapter.  He’s retired from the Blount County Sheriff’s Department and 
served 3 terms as Sheriff of Blount County.  I guess Alice, Linda, and I will 
have to behave ourselves now.   Thanks also to James Carter’s son-in-law for 
taking group pictures of our Chapter members.  The Ogden House is our char-
ity, so don’t forget your donations.  We will set a date in Dec. to go and pre-
sent it. 
 
Nov. 9-11 - A 3 day weekend.  On Nov. 9, 13 of Chapter N rode down to 
spend Friday night in Greenville, AL and on to Chapter A’s 25th Anniversary 
and Wanderer Plaque Grab party on Saturday the 10th.  Others departed early 
Saturday morning giving us a total of 26 people in attendance and over 8,000 
miles.  That was enough for us to bring it home once again.  Thank you to all 
you guys and gals.  We couldn’t have done it without you all.  We love you all.  
It has been a good year for us.   Dewey won a set of tires, Chapter N won the 
Chapter Challenge contest with Terry, Bryan, & Keith demonstrating the art of 
“red neck skiing.”  We knew you could do it and we’re sorry all you got was 
bragging rights along with being hot and tired.  Bobbie from Chapter Y won 
the 50-50 jackpot of  $128.00.  Three in our group won door prizes.  There 
were a total of 211 attending the event from 6 AL Chapters, 2 FL Chapters, & 
3 MS Chapters.  AL Chapter S from Russellville, AL won the longest distance 
award, and Chapter N won the largest Chapter in attendance.  MS Chapter L 
won the largest out of state Chapter award, and MS Chapter D the longest dis-
tance award outside AL.   The weather was beautiful and following the party, 
some rode all the way back home while others rode back to Greenville, AL for 
the night.  We had another beautiful day to ride home on Sunday, and everyone 
seemed to have a great time and arrived  home safely. 
 
Monday Nov. 12 was the Annual Veterans Day Parade in Birmingham.  Ten 
Chapter N members were among the total of 61 attendee’s on 41 motorcycles.  
(See Wayne’s article in this newsletter.) 
 
We had breakfast at the Poor House on the 14th and at Sarah’s on the 21st.  No 
other events were planned in November.  We hope each of you had a safe and 
happy Thanksgiving weekend from our house to yours.           With 
love…….Butch and Dianne Harris 
 
 



4 

 

Jim & Karen Lee 
ADD/RC 

 
Hi Folks, 
It’s that time of year when new Directors will start tak-
ing over and chapters acquire new leadership. It takes 
special people to handle the directors position. After all, 
you have to be a diplomat at all times, a parent most of 

the time, and someone that is willing to follow as much as lead. You cannot be 
selfish and you must think at all times what is best for the people you are lead-
ing. You see to be a good leader you must be willing to follow the wishes of 
the people you are leading and wisely determine when to go against those 
wishes. It is tough to be right all the time yet that is what people demand. The 
job can seem thankless and certainly with the pay seem unrewarding so why do 
people do it? There are many reasons but in most cases it is because they care 
for the people and the values this organization represent. Thank you to all the 
officers that have served for the last three years as you have been great to work 
with. 
Being an Assistant District Director for me has been a privilege.  We have en-
joyed serving the State and think the leadership of Bill and Dian has been 
great. Bill has been willing to lead as well as make tough decisions with help 
from his staff. I’d like to remark on some of the accomplishments. 
The District Picnics didn’t exist before. The first two years we only had one 
each year but they went over rather nicely. The District paid for everything all 
you had to do is show up. This last year we had two but charged a $5 admis-
sion to be given back to the chapters. Were they successful? I think so, we had 
good crowds and everyone had a good time. 
There was “IT” in 2006 and the Wandering Plaque this year. Both were re-
markable successes. With “IT” we played the game of Tag with a stuffed mon-
key. Each chapter had to take IT to the next destination. The monkey started 
out with a vest but acquired a full wardrobe and suitcase before the end of the 
year Yes we had fun with IT but all the chapters could not participate as “IT” 
had to be taken to the chapter. This year the Wandering Plaque replaced “IT”. 
All the chapters didn’t participate but it was by their choice. It helped raise 
money for each chapter that had it by bringing in multiple chapters each time it 
was given away. Was it successful? Absolutely! It helped chapters get together 
inside our state and become better acquainted. Can some changes be made to 
enhance this? Sure. 
We actively pursued the ability to provide ERC and Trike courses to all the 
people in the state. Freddy Wheeler, Leo Mechler and Kay Leonard were 
trained to train others. Freddy worked diligently on laying out an approved 
course in Mobile and Leo is working on other locations in the state. Last year 
we were able to provide our first ERC and Trike Courses at our Rally. This is 
an accomplishment that no other district does in Region A. In addition the cost 
was held to a minimum. Was that successful? For the people that attended it 
certainly was. Leo, Freddy and Kay are planning to provide these courses 
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throughout the state in the future. 
This will be the 4th year we will have had the Rally in Mobile. We now have 
more vendors that will be here than ever before. We will have more activity 
than we have ever done before. We will have more giveaways than ever be-
fore. We will have ERC and Trike courses. We will have live entertainment 
and we will give away a 2008 Gold Wing for the first time. Is the Rally on the 
right track? We will see by the attendance this year. Will it be in Mobile in 
2009? Will we give away another Gold Wing in 2009? I don’t know but I am 
sure the results this year will help determine those answers. 
2008 will mark a new leadership in the State. A new District Director will take 
over at Snowball with new leadership and new vision for the state. Karen and I 
plan to be with you through this rally. I don’t know what the future will hold 
after that. It may be time to let someone else contribute with new ideas. In any 
case we have enjoyed the ride. 
 
Jim & Karen Lee 
ADD/RC 
 

A Special Invite from Jim Lee 
 

Chapter A would like to invite each of you to participate in our annual New 
Years Day Ride. This ride has become a major event with as many as 8 instate 
chapters participating and as many as 5 out of state chapters. If possible we 
would love to have you ride the ride with us but we understand everyone can-
not ride the ride from Mobile to Lavacia AL (Butler) but you can meet us 
there.  Last year we had 180 motorcycles make the ride with us and another 
120 meet us there. We had a nice crowd and the restaurant did a great job of 
handling the crowd.  
This year we will have an advanced group that will go to Ezel's from Mobile to 
meet up with those that have to come early because of the distance or direction. 
50/25/25 tickets will be sold and a drawing will be held when the group from 
Mobile arrive. This will give everyone a chance to participate and not have to 
wait until everyone is through eating. 
The ride will originate at the Wal-Mart Parking Lot on Exit 15 and Highway 
65 in Saraland. We normally pull out at 9am and stop in Chatom along the 
way arriving at Ezell's around 12 noon. It is 135 miles from Mobile and we 
will go regardless of weather conditions. 
Come participate in this event. We'd love to have you. 
Jim Lee 
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District Director 
Bill and Dian Gulley 

 
December 2007 District News 

As I sit here the day after Thanksgiving, I 
am reflecting on the things I am thankful 

for in our lives.  First we are thankful for the freedoms 
we enjoy in this the greatest country on earth.  We are 
thankful that God has blessed us with a wonderful im-
mediate family.  We are thankful for the privilege of 
meeting and being a part of all of you, our GWRRA 
family.  We are thankful for the love and support of 
every member in the State of Alabama as well as all the 
friends we have made from other Districts.  We are 
humbled by the privilege of serving you in the capacity 
of District Directors and hope we have been able to 
meet your approval.  We want every member and Chap-
ter Officer to know how much we treasure your friend-
ship and all the help you have given us over the past 3 
years!  Without you we could not have accomplished 
any of these things.  Thanks for the memories! 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at the Snowball 
Social on January 5th at the Quality Inn on South Boule-
vard in Montgomery.  If you plan to spend the night, the 
number for reservations is 1-866-535-5392, use code 
Gold Wing Group.  We will be stepping down as Dis-
trict Directors at that time.  But we are not going any-
where.  We will still be around and you just might see us 
at your Chapter meeting when you least expect it.  I 
know there will be a number of new Chapter Directors 
beginning the first of the year and we look forward to 
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seeing you at the Officers Conference following the 
Snowball activities.  
 
We wish each of you and your family the Merriest of 
Christmas’ and we hope you have a Happy, Prosperous, 
and Safe New Year!  We hope you have loads of Safe 
Fun on your Gold Wing with Friends in the coming 
year!  Maybe we will still see some of you this year. 

 
If you haven’t registered for the 2008 Rally yet, times 
running out.  The dates are April 3-5, 2008.  We are giv-
ing away a new Gold Wing and we need to sell suffi-
cient tickets to cover the cost, so come on out and get in 
the running to be the new owner of the Gold Wing.  This 
is a very important event for the District and we need 
the support of every member in order for it to be a suc-
cess.  This is the only fund raising event for the District 
during the year.  You will receive 1 ticket with your reg-
istration.  You may also purchase tickets with your reg-
istration.  Remember you must be present to win the 
Gold Wing.  We are providing ice cream on Thursday 
evening and Bar-B-Que on Friday evening as part of 
your registration. We will have entertainment on Friday 
evening.  This promises to be the best Rally yet in Mo-
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Ride and Event Schedule  

bile.  Come on down and join all your friends for some 
great Fun and good times!   Make plans for the swamp 
boat tours.  Start getting your NASCAR gear together.  
Come on down to Mobile and party with us! 
Remember the 2008 Region A Rally will be held in 
Dothan, Alabama at the Holiday Inn. They have 143 
rooms and I hear they are already over half full for the 
Rally.  You do not have to be registered for the Rally to 
make a reservation.  The Holiday Inn is located at the 
corner of 231 South and Ross Clark Circle.  The address 
is 2195 Ross Clark Circle SE.  For reservations call 1-
800-777-6611.  The dates are Sept. 11-13, 2008. 
 
Please keep our Military people and our country’s lead-
ers in your prayers, as well as those who are sick or re-
covering and those who have lost loved ones.  Till next 
time, hug someone you love and don’t forget to wave.  
  
Bill & Dian ��
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2007 & JANUARY 2008  
DECEMBER – (Rides/activities planned by YOU and coordinated by Wayne. 
12/1/07 – CHAPTER N ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY/MONTHLY 
GATHERING – at the Rainbow City Community Center behind the Library on 
Hwy 411 about ½ mile South of Hwy 77 at 4:30 PM to decorate, and eat at 
5:30 PM.  The Chapter will provide the usual turkey/dressing, ham, cups, pa-
per and plastic ware.  Everyone is asked to bring a covered dish or 2 to com-
plete the meal.   This is our last monthly Chapter gathering for 2007.  Awards 
will be presented and preparations for the new year will be announced.  Please 
make a special effort to attend.  Men bring a man’s gift and ladies bring a la-
dies gift of not more than $15 value each to participate in the “dirty Santa” 
game. 
12/2/07 – WANDERER PLAQUE GRAB – This is the last grab meeting for 
2007 and will be held at Ryan’s Family Steak House, Hwy 431 in Boaz from 4 
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to 5:30 PM.  All Chapter N members are encouraged to attend.  Remember, 
there’s a large 50-50 jackpot to be given away. 
12/5/07 – BREAKFAST AT SARAH’S 8 AM. 
12/12/07 – BREAKFAST AT THE POOR HOUSE IN GADSDEN 8 AM. 
12/15/07 – DINNER RIDE – to El Tapito Mexican Restaurant in Rainbow 
City at 77/411.  Meet at the restaurant 5 PM. 
12/19/07 – BREAKFAST AT SARAH’S 8 AM. 
12/26/07 – BREAKFAST AT THE POOR HOUSE 8 AM. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS, STAFF, AND PARTICIPANTS OF AL 
CHAPTER N, WE WISH ALL OF YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.   DON’T FORGET TO 
TAKE SAFETY WITH YOU DURING THE HOLIDAYS. 
 
 
 
JANUARY - 1/1/2008 -  Don’t forget our annual New Year’s Day ride on 
Tuesday 1/1/08.  In 08, let’s consider joining 300-400+ of our GWRRA friends 
on AL-A Mobile’s annual New Year’s Day Ride.  (See invitation in December 
2007 Newsletter from Jim Lee Chapter A) The ride has been going on for 20 
plus years and they ride to Ezell’s Catfish House located on AL State Road 10 
where it crosses the AL River in Wilcox County.  It’s 225 miles one way, from 
Gadsden, but the faithful ones who have been going for years say it is well 
worth the trip.  The event happens rain or shine, so we can carpool if the 
weather is not suitable for riding.  Another consideration is to make it an over-
night ride on New Year’s Eve.  Their 50-25-25 drawing is at or near $200 each 
for 2 lucky winners.  The staff at Ezell’s has extra help and can serve this size 
group exceptionally well.  The catfish, fries, hushpuppies, tea, etc. is all cooked 
on site and has to be extra good to draw that many faithful GWRRA food ex-
perts.  We should arrive before noon in order to see the bikes coming in from 
Mobile, which I understand is quiet a sight to see.  LET’S DO IT.. 
 
1/2/08 – BREAKFAST AT THE POOR HOUSE 8 AM. 
1/5/08 – ANNUAL ALABAMA DISTRICT SNOWBALL RIDE AND OFFI-
CER’S CONFERENCE -  Depart Kangaroo 7:30 AM, Springville Chevron 8 
AM and ride (or 4 wheel it if the weather is bad) to the Quality Inn & Conven-
tion Center, 2705 East South Blvd. in Montgomery.  Free admission & year 
bar, games, refreshments, door prizes, awards, etc.  An officers conference will 
follow beginning at 3 PM.  Hotel Reservations for officers or anyone staying 
overnight: 866-535-5392; group code Gold Wing Group. 
**Jan. 18-20, 2008, International Motorcycle Show, Atlanta, GA 
www.motorcycleshows.com for additional information. 
 
OTHER 2008 EVENTS: 
**Annual Chili Cook-Off February 16 at Palisades Park near Oneonta.  NOTE:  
Have you ever heard of a CHILI DUMP?  That’s where everyone who brings 
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chili dumps it all together in a large pot, it’s heated and served.  That would be 
something different for us after several years of a chili-cook-off contest.   Also, 
it was mentioned at the 07 event that maybe we should have a BAKE-OFF 
along with the chili.  So, we could do that in 08 and still keep a Valentine 
theme. 
 
**Feb. 24 – March 2, 2008 – GWRRA 30th Anniversary Caribbean Cruise 
from Miami, FL. 
    www.cruise-eta.com/GWRRA.htm or See ad in Wing World Magazine.   
**June 2-7, 2008 – Americade in Lake George, NY  www.tourexpo.com    

** OCTOBER ANNUAL RIDE TO A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 
FALLEN ALABAMA FIREFIGHTERS AT THE ALABAMA FIRE 
COLLEGE IN TUSCALOOSA.  In 2007, Skip Kittrell plan ned a ride 
from Birmingham to Tuscaloosa on Sunday Afternoon 10-28.  There were 
30 bikes including 2 bikes w/3 people from Chapter N.  This is an excellent 
ride and one that should be considered as a Chapter N ride in 2008 and 
annually thereafter. 
 

 
 

 
 

DECEMBER, 2007 
 (By Wayne Gargus, Chapter Educator) 

 
Motorcyclist offers apology and restitution to members of DUMB.   An apol-
ogy is in order, so, please, forgive me. It was not until this  morning on my ride 
to work that I fully understood I was in error.  Yes, I've noticed that there are 
many very busy and important people on the roads. You all are hard to miss 
with the cell phones, laptops, breakfast bars, coffee, cigarettes and all, but until 
now, I didn't realize I was causing so much trouble for you busy, multitasking 
drivers.  I figured it out this morning, thanks to the nice lady working on the 
laptop who needed the lane I was in.  First, ma'am, let me say that when I 
honked at you from the shoulder, I didn't mean to startle you. My intent was 
just to give you a little beep to let you know the lane was all yours.   But I was 
braking so hard, I couldn't lift my thumb off the horn button.  I surely didn't 
mean to cause you to nearly hit the guy talking on the cell phone. You know, 
he was smoking and talking as he moved his SUV right into the space you had 
just left. 
  
Anyway, the good news is, that's when I realized all of you multitask-
ing drivers must be texting each other about intended lane changes and running 
traffic lights and stop signs and such. I'm sorry - I'm still using old-fashioned 
blinkers. I didn't realize you needed some time to e-notify that guy that you 
needed the lane back. I really messed it up for both of you!  I can only say that 

SAFETY ARTICLE 
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the guard rail was a little distracting, and I was only thinking about myself. I'll 
try harder next time.  Like I said, I didn't know that was how you multitasking 
drivers were communicating.  It must have been in an e-mail, but my laptop 
fell off my tank and I haven't replaced it. 
However, I have a solution.  I know many of you are so busy and important 
that you have no choice you have to eat, work, talk, read and do lots of other 
really important things as you drive.  Those of us who use the road only for 
traveling would be happy to stay out of your way; we just need to know you're 
coming.  A little visual clue would help - I was thinking of a bumper sticker.  
That way, everyone could identify you as Drivers Utilizing Multiple Behav-
iors.  Of course, that's a little long, so we'd cut it down to an acronym - DUMB.  
If you'd place stickers on the front, back and maybe the sides of your car, the 
rest of us would know not to interfere with you on the road.  I think it's such a 
good idea, I'll pay for the bumper stickers and even put them on for you. Deal?  
Again, I'm sorry I got in your way. I'll try harder to see you coming from now 
on.  I promise! 
  
ALABAMA HIGHWAY FATALITIES IN 2006  -  Interesting statistics to 
make you more aware of the dangers lurking on each and every highway we 
travel.     

· 1,208 people were killed and 43,028 people were injured in 139,781 
crashes. 

· One traffic crash was reported every 225 seconds. 

· One person was injured in a traffic crash each 12 minutes and 12 seconds. 

· One person was killed every 7 hours and 15 minutes in a crash. 

· 71 percent of highway crashes occurred in urban areas, but 68 percent of 
the fatalities occurred in rural areas. 

· For each person killed, there were about 36 injured. 

· 10 percent of all drivers involved in fatal wrecks were under the age of 19, 
and 24 percent were under 25 years of age. 

· 41 percent of fatal wrecks happened at night. 

· 81 pedestrians were killed. 
There were 105 deaths on motorcycles and mopeds. 

(Source:  Alabama Department of Transportation) 
 
 
RIDING TIP  (Borrowed from Chapter J Newsletter)  THE OFF RAMP 
DARTER 
 You’re riding on a suburban freeway in the far left lane.  Just as you 
are about to pass a left-hand off ramp, a car in the lane to your right, darts 
across your path and brakes really hard to make the exit.  You have no time or 
space to react and a crash may be imminent.  By looking and thinking well 
ahead and scanning, you could have observed the off ramp approaching and 
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should have anticipated that cars around you would exit.  Riding in the exit 
lane, drivers may assume you are going to ride off the exit too.  Off ramps and 
on ramps are prime locations for collisions.  You should have decided to move 
away from the exit lane.  You should always be aware of the driver’s blind 
spot and stay out of them whenever possible.  
 
There are many collisions occurring every day and usually if one can analyze 
the events leading up to the collision, there is a point in time where perhaps the 
rider used the wrong strategy or failed to use any, which contributed to the 
collision.  BY PREDICTING AND ANTICIPATING “WHAT IF”  WE CAN 
STAY OUT OF TROUBLE ON THE ROADS.   
 
 
TAKE THESE THOUGHTS WITH YOU DURING THE CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS.  PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY AND WITH THE 
EYE OF AN EAGLE. 
 

· The best of all gifts around any Christmas tree: the presence of a happy 
family all wrapped up in each other.  If there is no joyous way to give a festive 
gift, give love. 

· “Christmas my child, is love in action.  Every time we love, every time we 
give, it’s Christmas.  I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all 
year long.” 

· CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS:  To your enemy, forgiveness.  To 
an opponent, tolerance.  To a friend, your heart.  To a customer, service.  To 
all, charity.  To every child, a good example.  To yourself, respect. 

· Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of 
love. 

· May peace be your gift at Christmas and your blessing all year through. 

· Christmas carolers sing about peace on earth, but they don’t tell us where. 

· It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air. 

· I wish we could put some Christmas spirit in jars and open one every 
month. 

· I have always thought of Christmas as a good time; a kind, forgiving, gen-
erous, pleasant time; a time when men and women seem to open their hearts 
freely, and so I say, God Bless Christmas. 
“Bless us Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of mind; Teach us to be patient 
and always to be kind.” 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EACH OF YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY 
 
NATIONAL VETERANS DAY PARADE 
    (By Wayne Gargus) 
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This year marked the 60th annual Memorial program and parade to honor Vet-
erans and active U.S. Military Personnel.  Sixty One GWRRA members and 
guest were in Birmingham on November 12, 2007 to participate in this patri-
otic parade event.  The weather couldn’t have been better, and we had a total of 
41 motorcycles in our GWRRA group.  Many thanks to all of you who recog-
nized the importance of honoring and paying respect to those who have served 
before us, for those who gave their life in the service of our country, and those 
who are still fighting for the freedoms we enjoy every day. 
 
Thanks to Randall Southerland (Chapter B) and three of his fellow soldiers 
who along with our own Jim Zabler, led our group through downtown Bir-
mingham.  Our District Directors, Bill and Dian Gulley were also present and 
we appreciate their dedication and promotion of this annual event.  Randall 
invited some friends who are members of the “Buffalo Soldiers” group,  and 
10 members of this sharply dressed group rode with us.  We had representa-
tives from AL Chapters: B, D, F, G, H, K, N, R, T, & X.  We had several other 
visitors including GA-B2, 1 from a HOG Chapter in CA and another one from 
Marietta, GA.  Some didn’t list their Chapter, and we appreciate all who at-
tended. 
 
We were in the 3rd of 11 Divisions, with a walking ROTC group directly in 
front of us.  We moved slowly, but a very enthusiastic group of spectators 
lined the parade route on both sides.  All riders and co-riders in our group were 
dressed in proper riding attire which made us proud as we observed several 
other groups of bikers who did not even wear a helmet.  Our Gold Wings per-
formed well except for one trike that suddenly decided to stop in the middle of 
the parade.  No mechanical problem; just a slip of the thumb that turned the 
“kill switch” off.  Is it time for another “thumb” award? 
 
At the end of the parade route, several groups had not departed the staging area 
where we had planned to stop and remove our flags and other decorations.  
This led to a bit of confusion as to how to get onto the Interstate system since 
we were looking up at it.  A helpful police officer outlined a route which 
would take us around the staging areas.  Twenty three of us went to Nikki’s 
West to eat as others proceeded to the Interstates heading home.  The food was 
great & I don’t think anyone left hungry. 
 
If you were unable to join us this year, we hope you will make plans for next 
year.  To the faithful ones who always attend, we thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts and look forward to next year. 
    
 
RIDE WITH THE EYE OF AN EAGLE 
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VETERANS DAY 
 
My daughter told me that my grandsons school was to have a Veterans Day 
Ceremony on November 8 , 2007 and invited me and my wife to attend.  Being 
a proud grandfather and Army Veteran I told her we would be there. 
  
Arriving at the school a few minutes ahead of the starting time of 9 AM we 
were escorted to our seats by the teachers.  There were several veterans there 
and all of the branches of our military were represented and honored with sit-
ting near the stage.  We were further honored by being ask to stand and receive 
a round of applause from the students and teachers which brought tears to the 
eyes of this old soldier. 
  
I would like to commend the faculty and students for the planning, practice and 
hard work put forth to make this a heartfelt ceremony honoring those who have 
given so much to insure America remains the home of the free. 
  
From the playing of taps, presentation of the colors and the display of love of 
country made me proud to be an American and know that our children are be-
ing taught these values. 
  
Once again Wellborn Elementary School, Thank you for a job well done. 
  
  
George A. Glenn 
SFC, Retired (USA) 
Vietnam Veteran 
  

 “Snowball Run” 
January 5th, 2008  

10:00 AM till 1:00 PM 
��������	
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2705 East South Blvd., Montgomery, Al. 36116-
2575 

For Reservations, Phone 1-866-535-5392 
Group Code: Gold Wing Group 
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FREE ADMISSION & YEAR BAR 

Head Pin available  @ $4.00 each 
Games: 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

 

Check the temperature before you leave 
home.   

Plaques will be awarded for longest dis-
tance,  

coldest temperature on a wing, valkrye, and 
in a car. 

 
Grand prize, door prizes and 50/25/25. 

Refreshments on site 
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Join us for fun and games, door prizes, 
awards for the rally pin contest winner, re-
cruiter of the year and Joe Sellers Member 

of the Year award. 
 

Remember, the Officers Conference 
will follow the Snowball activities, and 
will begin at 3:00 PM.  All CDs, ACDs 
and Chapter Educators are expected to 

attend.  See you there! 
We’ll do financial reports Friday eve-

ning if you can be there! 
Contact Bill and Dian Gulley: 
Phone 256-229-8833 / bamaw-

ing@netzero.com 
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The NEW Couple of the Year Program 
Manual 

By: Tom & Kathy Peck, 
Couple of the Year Coordinators�

�
Our new Couple of the Year Pro-

gram Manual, hot off the press, contains a few 
updates you’ll need to know about. The Manual 
can be accessed on the GWRRA web site at 
http://med.gwrra.org/guides/guides.htm. Follow-
ing is an overview of the changes you’ll find in 
the new Manual. 
 
�  The name of the document has been changed 
from Guidelines to Manual. Because the selec-
tion process at each level ultimately leads to the 
selection of the International Couple of the Year, 
it has become necessary to require that Districts 
and Regions use the same procedures and crite-
ria in selecting the Couple of the Year. To ensure 
fairness to all, it is important that everyone play  
by the same rules. 
 
�  References to COY and C.O.Y. have been 
changed to Couple of the Year. Because our pro-
gram places an emphasis on representing 
GWRRA outside our Association it is important 
to make sure that those not intimately involved 
know what we’re speaking about when we refer 
to the Couple of the Year program. We hope that 
vests and shirts will also proudly display Couple 
of the Year” so that others will recognize the spe-
cial honor that it is. 
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�  The three chapters addressing District, Region, 
and International in the previous edition 
have been combined into one chapter since the 
procedures are the same for each. 
 
A major distinction is made between the Couple 
of the Year at the Chapter level and at the Dis-
trict/Region/International level. To be selected 
Chapter Couple of the Year is an honor – an 
award presented to a dedicated Couple – while 
selection at the other levels comes with a certain 
level of responsibility and commitment 
 
�  The Score Sheet for the selection process is 
the same for each level, District, Region 
and International, and has been modified to in-
clude points for involvement in Membership 
Enhancement and Leadership Training activities. 
 
Promoting outside of GWRRA has been added 
under Membership Enhancement, since this is 
one of the expectations of the Couple of the Year. 
Less emphasis is placed on appearance, and uni-
formity is no longer a criterion (this is not a Bes t 
Dressed competition). 
 
�  A couple may not serve as Couple of the Year 
in two consecutive years, so that other 
deserving couples may be honored. 
 
�  The Resume has been condensed from six to 
five pages and has eliminated the request 
for duplicate information from page to page. The 
Narrative section, which is to include the entire 



19 

 

GWRRA history of the couple, now asks for spe-
cific information about Membership Enhance-
ment, Rider Education and Leadership Training 
involvement. The Resume form has spaces for 
the District and Region Directors to sign, as ap-
propriate. 
 
Additionally, we expanded some explanations 
and tried to clarify information where there had 
been questions previously. We want to thank the 
many individuals who provided their thoughts 
and suggestions for this revision. It is because of  
your support that our Couple of the Year Pro-
gram continues to be successful.  
 
For more information please contact us at tom-
katpeck@msn.com or 423-907-9712.  

����
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With the new year coming, I would like to take this opportunity to give 
thanks to the outgoing members of our chapter staff.  Be sure to thank 
Butch and Dianne and Wayne for all their hard work. 
 
And that brings me to the subject of my editorial: 
 
I know that our outgoing staff will continue to be active but the club 
members will  need to “step up” to make sure that the organization will 
continue to be vital and energetic. 
 
I think that one way to promote the group is to make sure that our activi-
ties are well covered in the newsletter and the website.  I have men-
tioned previously that we now have a website and that I can easily up-
load pictures and stories about our events.  What is necessary to make 
this happen is for you, as members, to become amateur journalists. 
 
Most of us have digital cameras and computers—take a few pictures 
when we’re out and about and send them to me with a paragraph or 
two of narrative.  For some, the process of emailing or uploading photos 
is a bit mystifying so I am making this offer…… 
 
I’m going to host a couple of seminars at my computer workshop to 
educate our “contributors” in what to do with the pictures once they 
have been taken.  I’m thinking that if we develop a simplified procedure that 
members are comfortable with, we’ll get a lot more enthusiastic participation 
in newsgathering for our website and newsletter.  This ought to be a worth-
while exercise for the development of your computer expertise and I used to be 
a professional computer instructor so hopefully we’ll have some takers. 
 
If you would be interested in attending one of these seminars, please email me, 
sgg@alexcomp.com and “count yourself in”.  If there are enough takers, I’ll 
get something out with an announcement of the first seminar.  All that will be 
necessary will be your camera and digital media.  If you don’t have one come 
anyway and you’ll learn what you need—they’re 
pretty cheap now. 
 
Be sure to welcome Bryan and Leslie White to the 
directorship and offer your support.  Best wishes for 
the holiday season and the New Year. 
 


