
  

 

 ��������	�
�����  

Chapter Directors 
 

Assistant Chapter Directors Chapter Educator 

Butch and Dianne Harris Couple of the Year Wayne and Liz Gargus 

256-593-7053 Terry and Barbie Cleveland 205-274-8670 

 256-538-1443 wayneg@otelco.net 

Assistant Chapter Directors barbiewing@maxhub.com  

Leslie and Brian White  R&R Coordinators 

256-442-3625 Secretary Treasurer Dewey and Alice Cole 

bwhite@peoplepc.com Leslie White  

 256-442-3625  

 bwhite@peoplepc.com  

   

   

   

 ��������	�
�����  

Chapter Directors 
 

Assistant Chapter Directors Chapter Educator 

Butch and Dianne Harris Couple of the Year Wayne and Liz Gargus 

256-593-7053 Terry and Barbie Cleveland 205-274-8670 

 256-538-1443 wayneg@otelco.net 

Assistant Chapter Directors barbiewing@maxhub.com  

Leslie and Brian White  R&R Coordinators 

256-442-3625 Secretary Treasurer Dewey and Alice Cole 

bwhite@peoplepc.com Leslie White  

 256-442-3625  

 bwhite@peoplepc.com  

   

   

   

 ��������	�
�����  

Chapter Directors 
 

Assistant Chapter Directors and 
Couple of the Year 

Chapter Educator 

Bryan and Leslie White 
bwhite@peoplepc.com 

Terry and Barbie Cleveland 
barbiewing@maxhub.com 

Jim and Linda Zabler 
chaptereducator@yahoo.com 

256-442-3625 256-538-1443 256-878-1709 

   

Secretary Treasurer R&R Coordinators Newsletter and Website 

Ray and Deb Coffen 
coffen@bellsouth.net 

256-582-7347 

Dewey and Alice Cole 
256-442-2458 

travelerdcac@netscape.net 
 

Steve and Cindy Garrison 
256-442-8799 

sgg@alexcomp.com 

   

 Technical Director  

 Don Pigott  

 poorboy57@juno.com  

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION  
REGION A. ALABAMA DISTRICT. 

CHAPTER N GADSDEN, ALA. 
FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE 



2 

 

   Inside this Issue: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORS 
 

Alexandria Computers,  Steve Garrison repairs computers and 
specializes in system cleanup, (remove viruses/spyware) 
256-442-8799 
 
Santos Printing, Call David Santos for all your printing needs 
 256-54-PRINT 
 

PEPSI. BUFFALO ROCK SALES & CATERING. CALL DAVID EN -
TREKIN 256-492-8400 EXT 3531 
 

CYCLE WORLD 1701 W MEIGHAN BLVD. GADSDEN 256-546-4444 

Chapter Staff 
                                              Page 1 

Bio—Jim and Linda Zabler 
                                  Page 4 

Directors News 
                                              Page 3 

��������	��
�	���
������
�����	������������  
                                 Page 7 

Sponsors 
                                              Page 2 

RIDE SCHEDULE—JAN 
                                  Page 9 
 

Deb’s Coffen Corner 
                                              Page 11 

Funeral Honors and remarks 
from the editor          Page 10 

RIDE SCHEDULE (Continued) 
                                              Page  13 

  



3 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE CD, Bryan and Leslie White 
 

NEW STAFF FOR 2008 
 

Hello to all of our Goldwing Family.  The upcoming year is going 
to be a year of change.  Not only does our chapter have a new 
staff, but all of the big chapters have new staff along with a new 
District Director.  Just like any other organization, there is a ton 
of paperwork, certain ways to do things, and just a lot of work to 
get setup and organized.  Let me introduce you to our staff for the 
upcoming year. 
    Assistant Chapter Director and COY:  Terry and Barbie 
Cleveland.  Most of you know Terry and Barbie.  Terry and Bar-
bie at one time were chapter directors and in 2007 been selected 
Couple of the Year for our Chapter.   One thing I have noticed 
about them, you don’t see one without the other.  I cannot recol-
lect a time that I have seen him alone on the bike.  Within the last 
year, you don’t see either one of them without Rae Rae, a beauti-
ful curly-headed grandbaby that gets the special treatment.   We 
as a chapter need to support Terry and Barbie as they have chosen 
to compete and be part of the COY competition. 
    Chapter Educator:  James and Linda Zabler.  Jim and 
Linda recently moved into the Albertville area and have been 
regulars in our chapter every since.  Having been part of other 
chapters in California, they bring valuable insights and ideas to 
the table.  In this newsletter, you will find their resume that they 
have submitted to the chapter. You will find extensive riding ex-
perience and honest family background.  Please read their resume 
and support them in accomplishing our safe riding goals. 
     Treasurer:  Ray & Deb Coffen.    The job of treasurer re-
quires a person who is committed to the chapter finances and me-
thodical in their bookkeeping skills.  Ray and Deb, always to-
gether, bring a good honest approach to the chapter and I look 
forward to serving with them. Please welcome them. Remember, 
the Ogden House needs clothes, bed-sheets, and more. Keep those 
who are less fortunate in our hearts and prayers. 
    Newsletter Editor and webmaster: Steve and Cindy Garri-
son.  Just to let the people know, editing a newsletter is not a fun 
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and easy task.  But, Steve and Cindy have taken on this challenge 
and we need to support them.  Please send us articles of rides, 
pictures of places visited, and your suggestions.  The newsletter 
can be what we make it. Steve will put it together like we need it.  
Also, checkout the website they have set up: 
www.coosavalleywings.org.   Pretty Cool!!!!! 
     Chapter Director – Bryan & Leslie White.  As the chapter 
director, I want to say that I hope we can keep our chapter to-
gether like we have seen it the last 2 years.  It will be a chapter 
focused on our Chapter family first, safe and fun riding, and 
meeting chapter goals in that order.  We purchased our Goldwing 
in 2005 and have loved most every minute of it.  I rode dirt bikes 
and small road bikes growing up, and hadn’t ridden till 2004.  We 
love the ride, the sense of escape, and the beauty of God’s nature 
all around.  I am going to be asking people for help. Please con-
sider the request and helping us out. We need it. 
    In closing, these early months will be focused on enrollment in 
the GWRRA levels program, safe riding skills, and planning the 
year out as much in advance as possible.  Come be a part of the 
planning.  Here is a thought for you: 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson – Trust men and they will be true to 
you; trust them greatly, and they will show themselves great. 

Bryan and Leslie 

Member Bio Section 
The great thing about a group like ours is that, with shared experi-
ences, we become like a family. In order to develop that sense of 
family we are implementing an ongoing section of the newsletter 
that will focus a different member, (or member couple), every 
month.  This month the spotlight focuses on: 
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JIM AND LINDA ZABLER 

ALBERTVILLE, AL 
 

Linda and I met for the first time at a CA District Rally in Santa Maria, 
CA in 1997.  She and her husband Jack, were in CA1-Q in Buena Park.  
My wife Kay, and I were in CA1-F in San Diego.  Over the next 7 or 8 
years we got to know each other a little better because of our chapter’s 
involvement.  I lost Kay in 2002 and Linda lost Jack in 2003.  I went 
riding and Linda and I didn’t get together until 2004 when I invited her 
to go to the Lake Tahoe Rally with me.  We were married in July 2005 
and have made many trips together to Nevada, Arizona, Colorado and 
California Rallies. We rode to WingDing in Nashville 2006 and then 
moved to Alabama in 2007.  Combined, we have 3 kids between us. 
Linda has Steve (still in CA) and Lori (in AL).  I have a  son Gary (in 
ID).  
 
I first started riding when I was stationed in Hawaii with the US Navy.  
In two years I went through 4 bikes.  Two Hondas and one Harley.  
Traded the HD in for a 1967 HD full dress when I transferred back to 
CA.  Rode for another 5 years and 25,000 miles plus.  Got married to 
my first wife (Marianne) and quit  riding.  She passed away 20 years 
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later of Cancer.  Married Kay, and started riding again.  This time it was 
a 1984 GL1200.  Went to Billings, MT in 1997 for our first Wing Ding, 
rode a GL1500, came home, bought a 1997 GL1500.  We rode all over 
the place till Kay passed away from Cancer 8 years later.  Had 85,000 
miles on the bike then sold it and bought the 2003 GL1800.  Did some 
serious riding when I took off for two months and started riding through 
all 48 states.  21,000 miles later I decided to come home. There is now 
170,000 miles on the bike.  I joined GWRRA in 1996 and Chapter F.  A 
few years later I was Chapter Director and Couple of the Year.  I also 
was the Region “F” Individual of the Year, as well as the Chapter and 
District IOY.  Over the years I have attended many seminars and riding 
courses including Group Riding and Road Captain, so as to improve my 
riding skills both for me and my co-rider.  I will have attained the 
Grand Master Level this year.  I have close to 270,000 safe miles and 
over 300,000 total miles. 
 
LINDA’S TURN 
Jack and I started riding with the Goldwing Organization in 1991 when 
we purchased a used GL1100 Goldwing, later we traded it for a 
GL1500 and made many wonderful trips with our Chapter “Q” Family 
in California. Jack and I were Chapter Educators for 4 years and Couple 
of the Year in 1997. I headed the Charity Committee for approximately 
2 years until Jim and I Married in July 2005.  
I’ve attended many Rallies and Co-Rider seminars, Group Riding, CPR/
First Aid etc and also participated in many Talent Shows and I’ve en-
joyed every minute with all the wonderful Friends that I’ve made over 
the years. I have attained Senior Master Level. 
Jack and I  had 36 wonderful  years of Marriage and then I lost Jack to a 
tragic accident in January of 2003. My Chapter Family encouraged me 
to stay involved with the Chapter by making me the IOY ( Individual of 
the Year) in 2004 and I’m so thankful that I listened because that’s how 
Jim and I got together approximately 1 ½ years later in 2004. God 
works in mysterious ways! We were Married July 30,2005. In the past 
couple of years Jim & I have taken many long trips on our Goldwing 
and hope to take many more with our New Home Chapter “N”.   I have 
close to 66,000 safe miles and over 100,00 total miles 
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T-CLOCK - Safety inspections 
By David Dirig 
 
This past week, I went over both bikes and discovered that my rear tire was 10 
pounds low. Then, I went out to check the car and discovered that the tread 
was ruined on the outside part of the tires -- this was partially due to bad align-
ment but also due to driving the car with under-inflated tires. What does this 
have to do with GWRRA? Learn from my lesson, and inspect your vehicles 
often. This applies to your 4-wheelers, but more importantly to your 2-
wheelers. If you lose a tire on a car, its bad but not catastrophic. If you lose a 
tire on the bike, well...... it could be deadly. Nothing can prevent having a tire 
go out after hitting something, but proper maintenance and inspections can go 
a long way toward decreasing the chances of a break-down along the road. 
 
Inspections are critical to maintaining a bike and riding safely. This is espe-
cially true as we start the riding seasons. After a string of bad weather days, 
how many of us have jumped on the bike after it sitting in the garage for 
weeks, and taken it for a spin.  
 
Make a habit of inspecting your bike before you ride it, especially if its been a 
while since you've taken the bike out. Now if you're like me and you commute 
on your bike, you don't want to crawl under the bike and check your tire pres-
sure in your work clothes (unless you're a mechanic). But at least once a week, 
and especially before long rides (if not also during them), you want to inspect 
your bike to make sure you are in safe riding condition. I would rather find out 
at a rest stop that I have a nail in my tire than find out at 70mph! How many of 
you have seen Craig Rush sitting on the curb at a gas station inspecting his 
tires? While the rest of us are loading up, emptying out, or socializing, I have 
noticed him several times, with his bike on the center stand going over the 
tires, inspecting tread and looking for foreign matter in the treads. Better than 
anything I could write, that's an example of proactive safety inspections.  
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T-CLOCK is an acronym that describes an overall safety inspection of the mo-
torcycle. While this is a much more extensive inspection than you would make 
at a rest stop (even for Craig), this will give you an idea of what you should be 
looking for and checking in most all aspects of the motorcycle to maintain 
proper operations or alert you to improper operations. Check with you friendly 
local Chapter Educators for the checklist that covers the inspection called T-
CLOCK 
 
T -- Tires and Wheels - inspect condition of front and rear tires (pressure, 
tread), wheels, rims, bearings, and seals 
 
C -- Controls - This covers the condition of levels, cables, hoses, and throttle 
 
L -- Lights - Inspection of battery, lights lenses, reflectors, wiring, and the 
headlight reflector and aim of the headlight (right/ left & height) 
 
O -- Oil - Check levels and for leaks in Engine oil, Hypoid gear oil, Hydraulic 
fluid, coolant and fuel 
 
C -- Chassis - Inspect frame, steering head bearings, swingarm, and suspension 
 
K -- Kickstand - Inspect Centerstand and side stand for cracks and bent parts. 
Maintain proper tension on springs to keep stand in place when folded up. 
 
The T-CLOCK form has more extensive descriptions of the inspections sug-
gested above. Whether you use T-CLOCK or your own experience with in-
spections and making sure the bike is ride-worthy, I encourage each of you to 
routinely go over your bikes or have a mechanic do it for you if you are so in-
clined. The crucial point is that we have a long riding season ahead of us, and 
some bikes have been sitting for what little winter we have or are still suffering 
from last seasons' rides. Before you take off for that next weekend jaunt or 
cross-country trip, make sure the bike is as ready as you are. It may well be the 
most important time you spend preparing for your next trip. 
 
Ride Safe and COAST 
Concentrate On A Safe Trip 
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JANUARY - 1/1/2008 -  Don’t forget our annual New Year’s Day ride on 
Tuesday 1/1/08.  In 08, let’s consider joining 300-400+ of our GWRRA friends 
on AL-A Mobile’s annual New Year’s Day Ride.  (See invitation in December 
2007 Newsletter from Jim Lee Chapter A) The ride has been going on for 20 
plus years and they ride to Ezell’s Catfish House located on AL State Road 10 
where it crosses the AL River in Wilcox County.  It’s 225 miles one way, from 
Gadsden, but the faithful ones who have been going for years say it is well 
worth the trip.  The event happens rain or shine, so we can carpool if the 
weather is not suitable for riding.  Another consideration is to make it an over-
night ride on New Year’s Eve.  Their 50-25-25 drawing is at or near $200 each 
for 2 lucky winners.  The staff at Ezell’s has extra help and can serve this size 
group exceptionally well.  The catfish, fries, hushpuppies, tea, etc. is all cooked 
on site and has to be extra good to draw that many faithful GWRRA food ex-
perts.  We should arrive before noon in order to see the bikes coming in from 
Mobile, which I understand is quiet a sight to see.  LET’S DO IT.. 
 
1/2/08 – BREAKFAST AT THE POOR HOUSE 8 AM. 
1/5/08 – ANNUAL ALABAMA DISTRICT SNOWBALL RIDE AND OFFI-
CER’S CONFERENCE -  Depart Kangaroo 7:30 AM, Springville Chevron 8 
AM and ride (or 4 wheel it if the weather is bad) to the Quality Inn & Conven-
tion Center, 2705 East South Blvd. in Montgomery.  Free admission & year 
bar, games, refreshments, door prizes, awards, etc.  An officers conference will 
follow beginning at 3 PM.  Hotel Reservations for officers or anyone staying 
overnight: 866-535-5392; group code Gold Wing Group. 
**Jan. 18-20, 2008, International Motorcycle Show, Atlanta, GA 
www.motorcycleshows.com for additional information.  Goto Page 13 for a 
late breaking update to the January ride schedule. 
 
OTHER 2008 EVENTS: 
**Annual Chili Cook-Off February 16 at Palisades Park near Oneonta.  NOTE:  
Have you ever heard of a CHILI DUMP?  That’s where everyone who brings 
chili dumps it all together in a large pot, it’s heated and served.  That would be 
something different for us after several years of a chili-cook-off contest.   Also, 
it was mentioned at the 07 event that maybe we should have a BAKE-OFF 
along with the chili.  So, we could do that in 08 and still keep a Valentine 
theme. 
 
**Feb. 24 – March 2, 2008 – GWRRA 30th Anniversary Caribbean Cruise 
from Miami, FL. 
    www.cruise-eta.com/GWRRA.htm or See ad in Wing World Magazine.   

 
Ride and Event Schedule  
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**June 2-7, 2008 – Americade in Lake George, NY  www.tourexpo.com    

** OCTOBER ANNUAL RIDE TO A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR 
FALLEN ALABAMA FIREFIGHTERS AT THE ALABAMA FIRE 
COLLEGE IN TUSCALOOSA.  In 2007, Skip Kittrell plan ned a ride 
from Birmingham to Tuscaloosa on Sunday Afternoon 10-28.  There were 
30 bikes including 2 bikes w/3 people from Chapter N.  This is an excellent 
ride and one that should be considered as a Chapter N ride in 2008 and 
annually thereafter. 
 

Deb’s Corner 
(Things to ponder from Deb Coffen) 

 
The edge of the horizon holds endless promise, 
Journey forward with an open mind and heart. 
 
 

MOTORCYCLE ESCORT 
Funeral of Jon Keaton 

 
 

On Sunday, January 8, Chapter N ran 9 
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bikes down to the funeral of Jon Keaton, 
member of Chapter Y.  He passed away af-
ter a long battle with cancer at the age of 
48. 
After participating in this memorial I was 
asked the question, “What’s the point of 
riding the motorcycles in the funeral?”  
This was one of those questions which 
seem simple but cause you to do some deep 
thinking. 
 
You see, I didn’t know Jon Keaton but I 
feel that I would have liked him and we 
would have had a lot in common.  That’s 
the great thing about a community like we 
have—that shared interest makes us family. 
 
His wife stressed again and again how 
proud Jon would have been to see all those 
motorcycles there for him, (I’m guessing 
around 50)..  So that’s why we rode—for 
him and more particularly for his family.  
They will always remember all those 
friends on motorcycles who turned up to 
honor Jon. 



12 

 

 
I’d like to post this event in the website.  
There were lots of pictures being taken but 
I don’t recall anyone from our group snap-
ping pix.  If anyone knows someone from 
Chapter Y so we could get some digital 
photos send them on to me and I’ll post in 
the website. 
 
Speaking of which, I’m not being bowled 
over with photos and articles for the web-
site and newsletter.  Are we interested in 
publicizing our events?  We should have 
had a feature on Christmas party, yes? 
 
This is kind of a thankless task if I don’t 
have contributors helping to make this a go-
ing concern.  That’s my whine for the 
month. Let’s make 2008 an exciting, and 

SAFE, year to ride! 

Steve Garrison 
 
 

Steve Garrison 
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                      LATE BREAKING ADDITION TO JANUARY RIDES 
 

  JANUARY 2008 RIDES/EVENTS  
  
Wednesday 1/2/08 – Breakfast at the Poor House 8 AM  
  
Wednesday 1/9/08 – Breakfast at Sarah’s 8 AM  
  
Saturday the 12th:  Monthly Meeting: Western Sizzli n - Rainbow 
City -  5 to eat -  6 to Meet  
Please come and see the newly renovated resturant and fellowship with 
our chapter family.  Very important that everyone 
attend to hear plans for 2008 from the newly appointed Officers and 
Staff. 
  
Wednesday 1/16/08 – Breakfast at the Poor House 8 AM 
  
 Saturday the 19th:   Ice Cream Social - Dairy Queen  Rt. 77 Attalla  
 Come celebrate the cold with ice cream. While the weather may keep 
us off of our bikes, it won't keep us from eating and having fun with our 
friends. If the weather does happen to cooperate, then join us for a 
quick ride thru the area after the social. 
Meet at Dairy Queen at 6 pm.  (On Hwy 77 across the street from Kan-
garoo & Cracker Barrel)  
  
Saturday the 19th:       Couple of the Year Gathering -- 10am - 2pm in 
Alabaster, AL. Contact: Frank & Linda Teasley 
Trainer@Alabama-GWRRA.org  (205-424-4717) Our COY, Terry & Barbie 
Cleveland will be attending.  
  
Wednesday 1/23/08 – Breakfast at Sarah’s 8 AM  
  
Saturday the 26th:  Dinner Ride:   -    Catfish Cab in - Albert-
ville  (Awesome hush puppies and sweet tea - catfis h is pretty 
good too)  
Come and meet us for a wonderful dining experience at Catfish Cabin 
on the 26th of Jan at 6 pm. 
  
    Gadsden Group:   Depart Kangaroo's at 5:30 PM 
    Oneonta Group:    Depart McDonald's at Snead Cross Roads at 5:30 
PM or meet at the restaurant 6 PM. 
  
Wednesday 1/30/08 – Breakfast at the Poor House 8 A M 
  
 FEBRUARY 08 RIDES/EVENTS (TENTATIVE)  
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· February 2nd and 3rd- Horizons Class - $10 per person – Chapter 
Officers encouraged to attend 
· February 16th- Knowledge Enhancement 
· February 23rd- Intermediate Leadership Skills 
Chapter Staff and others interested are encouraged to attend any or all of 
the above seminars.  Contact Frank & Linda direct at 205-424-4717 or 
Trainer@Alabama-GWRRA.org    
 *You must complete Horizons to enroll in Knowledge Enhancement 

*You must complete Knowledge Enhancement to enroll in Intermedi-
ate Leadership Skills 

Saturday the 2nd:  Monthly Meeting: Western Sizzlin  - Rainbow 
City -  5 to eat -  6 to Meet  
    After a day of learning, a nice ride to be with the chapter family. 
  
  
Saturday the 9th:  Movie Night:  Destination to be determined:  
    A new activity to think about.  Let's find a place to meet, gather to-
gether and watch movie together.  Everyone can bring snacks, drinks, 
and just kick back and relax in a new format.  Who doesn't watch 
tv?  Why not watch a good motorcycle movie together????? 
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