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Notes from Bryan and Leslie
May has been a very busy month in the way of activities. We had a good
turn out for the meeting and final details worked out for the poker run.

On the 10" of May, we had 4 bikes, 5 people, set out on an iron-butt ride.
What an awesome experience. That same day, 9 of us supported Chapter B
at their fun-day in Guntersville.

On May 17" at the Pavilion in Guntersville, we enjoyed a very successful
poker run. By working with the fine people of the Ogden House, together
we raised almost $1000. We saw many beautiful sites and interesting
people. Also, we handed over the plaque to Chapter Y at the poker run.
Then, true to form, we went and ate ice cream. What a treat.

On the 24™ we had a Road Captain’s course at Jim Zabler’s house. Frank
Teasley drove up from Birmingham to instruct a group. After that, they
rode for a while and ate at Catfish Cabin.

Also, we had a PLP, Parking Lot Practice, this past Memorial day at North
Glencoe Baptist Church. We concentrated on maneuvering in tight spaces
and quick stops. One quickly realizes that practice makes perfect. |
definitely need to practice more.

Harold took a good group up to Niagara Falls on a 7 day, 2100 miles
expedition. The group of travelers experienced no rain, no mechanical
difficulty, and plenty of good times. Steve has posted pictures on his
webpage.

Our Alabama District Couple of the Year, Terry and Barbie, have been
busy traveling visiting Chapter X and Chapter | in Decatur. The visit to
Chapter | had 7 of us eating at Tony’s, pretty good place. They are doing a
tremendous job representing the state.

June is coming up and no shortage of things to do. Sammy has planned a
ride for us on the 14" and we are going to an air show on the 28". The
free ice cream ride is the evening of the 21* with a stop at a fun place. It
will be a hoot. Also, a free concert in Boaz on the 28“‘, Ray Stevens in
concert. We are having regular weekly breakfasts at Sarah’s on
Wednesday’s at 8 am. Plenty to do and choose from.

Bryan & Leslie White
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Hello everyone,

The month of May has seen us put over 2,000 miles on our bike, from South Carolina to
somewhere in lllinois and up to Kingsport Tn. where we ended the month. We have been having
a ball! Chapter "N" has had a great month. In South Carolina we won largest chapter out of
district and 1st in the chapter challenge. While Terry was on the Iron Butt Ride with Bryan, Jim,
Dewey and Alice, Barbie was at Chapter B's funday with several other chapter "N" members.
Our chapter "N" poker run for the Ogden house was a huge success. Thanks to all chapter n
members who came and helped out, it is greatly appreciated. We would like to thank Jim &
Linda Zabler Our Chapter Couple Of the Year and also Ride Educators for opening their house
and allowing us to have the Road Captain course. Thanks to Frank and Linda Teasley
Alabama District Trainers for taking their time to teach the course. A great time was had by
everyone. Before we close we would like to give a Special thanks to Dewey & Alice Cole for
making all the trips with us and help keep us in line. We look forward to a fun filled June with

alot of chapter functions scheduled. We will see you on the road.

Your ACD's

Terry & Barbie Cleveland




We are having a very spial May. Our oldest granddaughter graduates from high school and our
youngest granddaughter graduates from preschool. We are very proud of both of them.

What a great month we have in May. We had a great time at the South Carolina rally. Carl and Donna
Blackstonand their staff did a great job. Thank you for letting Anita buy/bid on all the baskets because |
had to pay for 3 of them. Alabama was the largest district in attendance from Region A. Chapter N was
the largest chapter in the Region. Barbie andrf €leveland, 2008 Alabama District Couple of the Year,
took our place in the District Director Challenge and wipiace.
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House. They had a 70 mile mokun that took us on some beautiful roads.

We also made a detour to the Diary Queen in Scottsboro.

We have our south Alabama picnic on May 31 at the Roland Cooper State Park in Camden. Cost is $5.00
per person and each Chapter Director will get mohagk for each chapter member that registered. We

will have door prizes, hamburgers, hot dogs, chips and beans. Come join us and visit with other

chapters.

Alabama has responsibility for ticket sales at Wing Ding on Thursday, July 3. We will need peelple to

sell tickets at 2 locations and we would like enough volunteers to change out people so we can do 2 four

hour shifts. Please let us know if you would like to help.
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Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen.

The next time you think about going riding, call a friend; they are probably thinking the same thing.

Roy & Anita Fosnight
Please Ride Safe and Often



| would like to take a moment and thank Jim and Karen Lee for their hard work
and dedication to the members of Alabama GWRRA. The rallies in Mobile have
been well planned and the people helping Jim in Mobile have been outisigunid
takes a lot of hard work and dedication to put these rallies on and you all have
done a wonderful job. Thanks for all that you have done and enjoy yourselves in
your new role as a JAM.

May has started off good for me. | have moved from the nigift o days. | no

longer feel like a mole and can actually see the sun come up. This will also provide

Gail and me a better opportunity to make other chapter meetings. We have had
the opportunity make some chapter fundays/events this month and they héve
been great.

As you know the Alabama District Rally is going to be in Pelham for 2009. The
dates are March 2&@8". It will be held at the Pelham Civic Complex. The theme is
Southern Hospitality Alabama Style. There will be plenty of activates anlbren

to keep you entertained, lots to eat and old friends to visit with. Remember there
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Please take the time to visit the District web site. It has a calendar of future
events and chapter gatheringBlan a dinner ride with one of the chapters near
yours and get to know each other. Go to another District Rally or plan to go to
Wing Ding this year. The main thing is to ride and ride safely. Hope to see you
soon.

Robert & Gail Brown
The more you knowhie better it gets
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CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER

PARKING LOT PRACTICE? WHO ME?
Rick Ford, CA-IF

Hi All, Some of you may know me, and for those that don't, I'm Rick
Ford, the CA-IF Newsletter Editor. | am also a dedicated Gold Wing
rider. | have been riding motorcycles for many, many years, so when |
bought my first wing I thought no problem! Just another bike just a
little bigger. Then I was invited to a chapter F dinner ride by a winger
that had stopped to see if | needed some help. You see, | was sitting
on the side of the road, broke down on my new wing, so | went and | was hooked. One of the things that |
heard about at the meeting was the Parking Lot Practices, our chapter educator was telling everyone to
come on out.

Well, being a little, how should I put this, self~centered, overconfident and yes, cocky! I thought to
myself, | don't need to spend my Saturday practicing, "Hell, I'm a great rider, been on motorcycles all
my life". The sad fact is that | kept telling myself that every time a parking lot practice came and went.

I log 1000 plus miles per week, not counting fun rides on weekends and holidays. That's a lot of riding, so
again | asked myself "why practice?" It's funny how thing work out, just happens that one of the San
Diego Gold Angel Drill Team members stood up at one of the meetings and invited everyone to come out
and see them practice and even try out if you wanted. Well here goes that ego again. | thought, what the
heck | could do that! So | went out on a Sunday just to see what it was all about.

To my surprise it looked like a parking lot practice, just a bunch of guys riding their bikes really slow
through a funny looking obstacle course. Hey this should be a piece of cake! So | tried out for the team.
I did the snake and the u-turns and the tight turns and a bunch of things | don't even know the name of.
We went from the Experienced Riders Course to the Top Gun Course. | am here to tell you that anyone
can ride a bike fast, but I am living proof that not just anyone can ride a bike slow!

I'm not sure how many times Gunny (Dan Klukas), the Drill Instructor, yelled at me or told me to try it
again, take a break, quit looking down, pick your head up, look at me, not the ground or even how many
times | found myself picking up my pride and joy (wing) off the payment. Oh yea! Mister ego, I'm a great
rider, dropped his bike more than once. Gunny taught me one thing and one thing well. | DON'T KNOW
SH __ T! about riding a Goldwing. It may look easy and even seem easy, but to truly become a good
rider it takes practice! And not just running around the streets or going to a motorcycle safety course
once. | mean true dedication to riding safe, knowing how to handle an 800 Ib bike in a slow turn or being
able to swerve to miss an obstacle in the road, wearing protective clothing even when it's hot and
sometimes uncomfortable, and the comfort of knowing that the guy riding next to you also knows what
he is doing.

Our motto of friends for fun, safety & knowledge is not just a motto or slogan, it is something that all of

us have to practice and take to heart not just say! It really is true that my safety is your responsibility. I'll
probably never become a great rider, not like Gunny or Bulldog, our team Captain, but with a lot of

practice and the help of a great instructor | hope to become a good and safe rider, and that is what counts!
So the next time you see a PLP on the sched}{
can and will make a difference.

From Your Educator's Saddle........

I |




BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Happy Birthday to: Rick Brothers June 8
Terry Cleveland June 9
Don Simpson June 18
Joyce Wilson June 23
Gary Luther June 25
Happy Anniversary to: Wayne and Liz Gargus June 11

June Ride Schedule

h . . g
June 7 - Monthly Meeting — Come as we hear about the rides of May. We will discuss several
rides that we have for the month of June.

June 14th - Sammy Conn’s Ride — Sammy has taken the time and organized a ride for this weekend.
It will take us thru scenic Alabama with fun for all. Meet at K-mart in Albertville at 9:00 am.

June 21% - Free Ice Cream Ride - Leave Kangaroo’s at 5:30 pm. Meet with group at Chevron in
Snead at 6:00. We will take a nice ride to a unique place and eat ice cream FREE. It will be a hoot.

June 28"™ - Huntsville Air Show — Airshow hours 10 — 4:30 with parking lots opening at 9 am. We
will leave out at 8:30 from Kangaroo’s. Meet up at Snead’s Crossroads at 9:00. Should be there
shortly after it starts. Will eat lunch there and leave it up to the group when to return home or to the
free concert in Boaz.

http://www.hsvairport.org/airshow/

June 28th - Free concert in Boaz featuring Ray Stevens. We will leave Kangaroos at 5 pm to be there
at 5:30 pm. For those with trailers, it would be a good idea to pack some chairs and some cool
refreshing drinks.

Wednesday Weekly Breakfasts — Sarah’s at 8 am every Wednesday.

Upcoming Rides
July - Harold’s Dinner and Ice Cream Ride (BBQ)
Bryan’s assault on Cherohala and the dragon (overnighter)
Wing Ding - 4"
Monthly Meeting — 12"
August — Monthly Meeting
Ice Cream Ride under the stars
BBQ run to Fort Mountain GA


http://www.hsvairport.org/airshow/

Your Ideas Here!

Saga of an IroButt Rideg Bryan White

The air was crisp, the sun shone down and four wayward bikers set off on a journey to test skill and
stamina. Not a more beautiful day could have been ordered for the trek north to lllinois. Several
different routes had been planned for different scenarios, mainly road conditions and weather. With
the impending threat of bad weather to hit west of us, the choice to scurry north was made the night
before.

Fueling up at 5:55 am, all bikers departeith Leslie watching on. A quick jaunt up to Trenton, GA to
fuel up and mark a corner of the route started this excursion. Dewey and Alice led the way with Bryan
tail-gunning. We assumed this formation again until the next stop north of NashvilleigTeaféw
minutes to fuel up, drink some water, Bryan realized left the memory stick for the camera at home; Had
to go old school.

Terry took the lead with Dewey and Alice giiinning for the next leg of the journey. Passing thru
Kentucky on-R4 andthen into IL, we took-57 North to Marion for the next stop. Having to move thru
traffic and some construction, we quickly filled up and took a break. The temperature had not been
cooler than 62 or hotter than 65 at this point with no rain and an oastrsky.

Jim now took lead and Terry took the tail trekking thru central IL. The land is flat, the view far, and the
winds picked up some. Passing past Effingham, we then stopped for lunch at Neoga at a subway. Only
having one person working, therlah was a little long but all left rested and smiling. Jim stayed in the
lead till we hit our turraround point at Arcola. After a very quick fuel, Bryan took the lead with Jim at
the tail. Head back down south stopping 20 miles below Mt. Vernon.

The next part of the journey led us back down thru Marion and into Paducah on to Cadiz, Ky for the
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for further investigation. In Cadiz, the sun was getting, lthe temperature back in the mid 60s, and
the route home lie ahead. From here Terry took the lead with Dewey and Aliggiteiing. We made
it thru Nashville and over Monteagle. As we approached South Pittsburg, we saw the lightning roll in
the far dstance. The weather in the west had now moved east and the possibility of severe weather
existed. From here, Jim led us to Trenton, Ga to mark the corner then on the trip home. Some of us
suited up for bad weather while others looked on with amusemédeedless to say, the suits were not
YSSRSR YR GKS fraid £S3 ¢61a aLi SYRARO® tdzZf t Ay3 AY
and Leslie waiting on us there.

Notes to remember: having good music in the mp3 was a lifesaver; weatisgpadding on the
butt really made a difference; having the tripped planned out better would have solved some confusion
on the lunch plans; riding with friends made it really awesome; lastly, it felt so good to finish, a real
sense of accomplishmentThanks to all who rode, what an honor.

Next year we may very well do another irbntt. This one will include a hard ride north with an
overnight stop (Sault St. Marie), or west towards New Mexico. From there will take 2 days back home or
maybe 3who knows. A buburner 1500 is not out of the question. Attalla to Denver thru New Mexico
is 1545 miles.

Editor’s Corner — Trip of a Lifetime

One May 18, 10 riders on 5 bikes left Alabama destined for Niagara Falls, Canada. While the
newsletter is not the place for a long, detailed description of our trip, we would like to share some
‘highlights’ and ‘triumphs’ with our friends in Chapter N. The participants on this wonderful
adventure:

Harold and Shari Emery Larry and Juanita Staton

Sammy and Donna Conn P. C. and Joanna Bailey

Steve “The Yank” and Cindy Garrison



The trip began on a lively note, when Donna managed to avoid a fight — or at least a heated argument
— with the manager of the Burger King in Lebanon, TN. The ride to Louisville was beautiful and the
triumph of the day was that Cindy felt much better about the trip in general — she could do this! The
highlight of the second day was when Sammy and | were called on to catch P.C. and Joanna on their
BMW - when they thought they were behind the group. We know our Gold Wing will go 95 MPH fully
loaded and pulling a trailer. The triumph of the day was crossing the Ambassador Bridge (under
construction) and going through customs. Larry Staton led this day and with the help of his ‘Gizmo’
GPS made what was one of our most difficult days quite pleasant — not even one missed turn. The
next day we rode in Canada, traveling about 250 miles to our final destination of Niagara Falls,
Canada. The highlight of the day — watching a young man propose and a young lady say yes! The
triumph was enjoying every minute, despite cooler than expected temperatures. Highlights of our
time at Niagara Falls — riding the Maid of the Mist, going behind the falls, seeing the Flower Clock. On
Thursday, we rode in very cool temperatures — 48 most of the day — and crossed back into the U.S.
Being ‘home’ gave us all a really good feeling despite the temperature and threat of rain. The triumph
of that day was for Steve — The Yank — who was told by a waitress at the Cracker Barrel in
Pennsylvania that he had a southern drawl! We spent the night in Marietta, Ohio and started the
next morning with a short tour of the town. Weather was great and we entered God’s country in the
afternoon. Our final night on the rode was in Tennessee. We took in Highway 321 through Wear’s
Valley and the Foothills Parkway before heading home.

We would like to thank Larry for guiding us through our most difficult days with his GPS and Harold
for planning a flawless trip.

Sammy and Donna Conn




INTERESTING INFORMATION FROM THE AMA:
HOV LANES (Wayne Gargus)

Recently a lady member of the AMA from Staten Island, New York was ticketed for riding her motorcycle
on the BrooklyrQueens Expressway in the HOV lane onweer to work. Federal Law gives

motorcyclists the right to ride an HOV lane thanks to the AMA and other groups. That Federal Law is
Title 23, Section 166 (23USC166). You might want to copy this and keep it in your M/C. Motorcyclist
across the countryacasionally receive a citation in this manner, but most cases are dismissed once the
Judge becomes aware of the above Federal Law.
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efforts to get the ticket dismissed with assistance of the AMA. The points on her driving record required
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policy. Total cost of the ticket, including the appeal, the assessment fee and replacement auto
insurance was $1,270.

Her next step was to appeal to the NY Dept. of Motor Vehicles Appeals Board, and she won. The board
reversed her HOVane violation and removed it from her record. However, it took over 1 ¥ years to get

to this point and there was no mention of a refund of any of her expenses incurred. In spite of her

winning the appeal, and after reviewing her case betbheeNY City DOT, the NYC Transportation Dept.

refused to change its rules to comply with the Federal Law. The city said the decision was based on
opposition by the NY City PD. In part, Motorcycles are too difficult to catch and stop. The AMA
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an HOV lane.
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risk. ANOTHER IMPORTANT THING TO KEEP IN MIND, TRAILERS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN HOV LANE
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IN 2007, ATTENDANCE AT NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM SITES INCREASES:

Ten most visited parks and number of visits:

1. Great Smoky Mountains9,372,253. 2. Grand Canyonq 4,413,668

3. Yosemite; 3,503428 4. Yellowstone; 3,151,3435. Olympicg 2,988,686



6. Rocky Mountairg 2,895,383 7. Ziong 2,657,281 8. ¢ Grand Tetorg 2,588,574
9. Cuyahoga Valley2,486,656 10. Acadia; 2,202,228.

When considering other historical parks and sites such as monuments, memorials, battlefields, military
parks, seashores, parks, preserves, parkways, and recreation areas, the 10 most visited sites during 2007
were:

1.Blue Ridge Parkway17,352286 2. Golden Gate National Recreation Ay8:872,253
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CONSIDER JOINING AND SUPPORTING THE AMA 800-AMA-JOIN or

www.AMADirectlink.com



http://www.amadirectlink.com/

