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2009 Alabama Rally 

Another district rally has come and gone.  The event this year was held in 
Pelham next to the Oak Mountain Amphitheatre.  Having all the luxuries of 
hotels and restaurants nearby is a definite plus.  The best part of the whole 
rally is spending time with our chapter members and just hanging out.  It is 
great to visit with those from other chapters, but there is just something 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŀǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΥ   

 We had several useful seminars that brought very useful information 
to us 

 Several vendors offered some cool stuff 

 Deb Coffen did an excellent job with the scrapbook.  She also aided 
members of a new chapter in helping organize a scrapbook.  Also, 
Ray and Deb worked their tails off. 

 We had a group of very elegantly dressed southerners as seen in the 
attached pictures.  No doubt, the best looking chapter contingent 
there.  Good job!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 Terry and Barbie were an integral part of the rally and very busy.  

 Rich and Nancy Follett had a nice booth at the rally and probably the 
most reasonably priced vendors there 

 We had the best looking basket, bar none!!!!  Awesome 
work!!!!!!!!!!!! 

  
I have attached some pictures for your viewing.   
 

Page 1:  Cover Page Page 4  ς District Articles 

Page 3Υ  9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ bŜǿǎ Page 5 ς Member Submissions 
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 Hello Chapter N 

                 We are just getting back from the Alabama rally and boy what a great time we had! The weather was supposed 

to have put a damper on things, but fortunately it wasn't as severe as predicted. We were able to see a bunch of friends 

we haven't seen in a long while. We also made a bunch of new friends who we hope to be seeing again soon. Chapter N 

was well represented in attendance, especially on Friday, when a group of well dressed ladies and gentlemen arrived 

straight out of the old south. Dewey & Alice, Gerald & Deb, Richard & Sue, Jim & Linda, Butch & Diane had heads turning 

as they made a grand entrance into the rally. Way to go guys yaôll looked great! A BIG THANK YOU to Ray & Deb Coffen 

our Couple of The Year, Treasurer, Historian and jack of all trades for a wonderful Scrapbook. We loved it and so did our 

new friends from Tennessee! Thank you Ray & Deb for all ya'll did at the rally! Chapter N has a lot of things planned for 

the coming weeks and months, so check your calendar and we hope to see you at some or all of our functions. 

 

                                                   Terry & Barbie 
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CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

TEAM (GROUP) RIDING 

(Part 2) 

BEFORE THE TEAM RIDE BEGINS 

 

1. Every rider should start the ride with a full fuel tank and empty bladder.  Most Gold Wings burn fuel at approximately the 
same rate, however, plan fuel stops which will allow a comfortable margin for bikes that may get lower fuel mileage (such 
as sidecar rigs, trikes, or bikes pulling trailers).  If smaller bikes with less fuel capacity are included in the group, fuel stops 
must be planned with their comfortable travel ranges. 

 

2. Everyone should take a minute and check their machines for proper operating conditions.  Better still, use TCLOCK to 
make sure your bike is in peak riding condition.  If your team has a Safety Specialist or MSF instructor, perhaps this 
individual can help perform the safety and equipment checks with everyone.  Sometimes it is helpful for another person 
to look over your motorcycle.  They may catch something that you missed.  It is not uncommon that someone else will 
find unsafe conditions that you may have overlooked. 

 

3. Everyone should carry essential tools, spares, equipment, and a first aid kit.  You should also consider special weather 
conditions and pack accordingly.  Carry water when riding in the hot summer, or for that matter, all the time.  Carry rain 
gear for inclement weather that may pop up.  Carry warmer gear for colder riding conditions.  Being dressed comfortably 
will make for a more enjoyable and safer trip. 

 

4. Memorize the Group Riding Hand Signals.  Group Riding Hand Signals are universal and assist those riders whose bikes are 
ƴƻǘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /. ǊŀŘƛƻΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Co-Riders to learn these hand signals as well since they function as 
part of the team too. 

 

5. All riders and co-riders should study the route may so all will know where the group is going.  Ask questions if anything is 
unclear. 

 

6. Riders and co-riders should know the ride schedule, be on time, fueled up and ready to go! 
 

TEAM RIDING TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES 

 

Large groups of motorcycles (more than 5-7) may have a negative impact on safety traffic flow and are more difficult to coordinate.  

Consequently, it has been found that it is safer to break the large group into more manageable teams.  The optimal team size is 

considered to be 5 bikes.  If you have trailers or trikes with you, you might even consider a team of 4 bikes.  Each team rides apart 

from the other teams during the ride.  It is suggested that with more than one team, a minimum distance of a quarter mile 

(approximately 15 second separation at 60 mph) be maintained between the teams on expressways or highway.  On two-lane roads 

this distance may need to be increased.  This allows better assimilation of the team(s) into the flow of traffic.  Have you ever tried to 

pass a group of 25 motorcycles?  A team consisting of 4 or 5 motorcycles is more easily dealt with by the other motorists we share 

the road with, is easier to maintain visual control over, and is better at coordinating the ride.  Small groups of motorcycles riding as 

GWRRA members, project a better image of motorcyclists. 

 

TEAM MANAGEMENT 

 

Each team should have a Front Door (FD) and a Back Door (BD).  The FD rides at the front of the formation (Bike #1, left track), while 

the BD rides at the back (Bike #5, right track). 

 



4 
 

These two positions should be equipped with functioning CB radios.  Their responsibility is to communicate, coordinate, and 

maneuver the team in formation safely through traffic, as a unit.  The FD and BD have joint responsibility for the safety of the team 

and safe conduct of the ride. 

 

A GOOD ¢9!a a9a.9wΧ 

 

1. Assumes a responsibility to ride with and work with the other team members for the safety and protection of the whole 
team while on the road, and especially, while in traffic. 

 

2. Maintains steady speed and spacing.  Yo-Yoing or straggling behind disrupts the rhythm and efforts of the other team 
members, and reduces the benefits of riding as a team. 

 

3. Stays alert and announces to the other team members any obstacle, condition or potential situation which could become 
hazardous to the team or a team member. 

 

4. Will be aware of the other team members and maintain the formation (staggered) and a safe riding distance (spacing) 
between team members.  Spacing will be determined by the road, weather conditions, and visibility.  

 

άIh[9{έ left in the formation (large spacing gaps between team members) invites aggressive motorists driving at faster speeds to 

cut into the formation, which may result in tailgating our teammate ahead of us.  This creates a very dangerous situation.  Each team 

member must protect the other by maintaining the appropriate spacing. 

 

REMEMBER:  Pace yourself 1-second stagger, and 2-secounds following distance behind the bike directly in front of you.  However, 

during darkness or inclement weather, a 2-second stagger and a 4-second following distance should be maintained to provide an 

extra margin of safety. 

 

¢ƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

 

 

April 2009 

 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ aŀǊŎƘ ǿŜƴǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ōǳǘ !ƴƛǘŀ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¸Ωǎ CǳƴŘŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ bΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  

We are trying to get everything ready to take to the Rally in Pelham. We are leaving tomorrow and will be back home in 

what will seem like a short time mostly but occasionally like forever. Time normally goes by so fast you have to wonder 

where you are. We are looking forward to seeing everyone and having some laughs over costumes and stories. 

We would like to thank everyone who has helped put this together and would like to ask this of all: if you have a good 

time, tell everyone, if you have a problem, tell someone on the Staff and we will do our best to fix it.  

Please remember that Freedom isnôt Free and remember our folks who are in Harmôs Way, be they Military, Law 

Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 
The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing.  

 

Please ride Safe and Often, 

 

Roy and Anita Fosnight 

AL District Directors
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WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU PRACTICED MAXUMUM BRAKING?ò 

DURACELLéeven if you hope you never have to use it, it still has to work.  Commercial on TV last week.  Brings to mind 

something we should all think about all the time. 

When we ride, we rarely rely on our reserve skills. How often do we actually need to apply threshold braking or aggressive 

swerving techniques?  In fact, depending on where we do our riding, most of us could ride for thousands of miles without 

ever tapping into those advanced riding abilities.  Yet, in the rare instances when such on-demand riding talents are called 

for, as the commercial suggests, ñthey still need to work.ò  When was the last time you practiced maximum braking?  How 

about from the speeds at which you typically travel?  How comfortable are you with leaning your bike?  I mean really 

leaning your bike?  Or doing quick, full-lane-width swerves at speed?  Even if you hope you never have to use those 

skills, you still have to be able to execute them on demand, right? 

What can we do?  There is simply no substitute for practice, no matter how experienced we are.  Here are a few things 

you can work on today that will prepare you for something you hope you never have to encounter tomorrow. 

Find a local open parking lot to make your own ñdrivingò range.  It should have a good, clean surface and little or no traffic.  

If you have an MSF training range nearby, you might be able to use it in their off hours.  Practice straight-line braking from 

20 mph.  Use the hand shake technique of applying the brakes (squeezing the front brake as if you were shaking 

someoneôs hand with a firm, progressive squeeze, not a sudden grab).  Do a few runs at 20 mph until you are comfortable 

stopping the motorcycle in the shortest distance possible, and then bump the speed up.  PLP IS A GOOD PLACE TO 

PRACTICE! 

While on your personal driving range practice riding circles, progressively increasing your lean angle while keeping the 

throttle steady.  With the toe of your boot (you are wearing boots, right?) pointing slightly outward from the peg, 

consciously push the motorcycle into a deeper lean, gradually building your confidence and comfort with the lean angle.  

Your toe will act as a ñfeelerò, letting you know when youôre getting close to touching the peg or some other lower 

extremity of the bike.  Get comfortable with the feel and the sound of parts touching so you wonôt be alarmed when it 

happens at speed in a turn.  Just knowing how far your bike can leanðeven at parking-lot speedsðcan give you the 

confidence you need when a decreasing ïradius turn calls for a little more lean angle than you might have been 

comfortable with otherwise. 

After years of riding, I still use every road ride to practice techniques.  I use markings on the road as make-believe 

obstacles that I must avoid, waiting until the last possible second to execute a quick and safe swerve (remember, a 

swerve is two consecutive counter steers.  For instance, to swerve right, push and hold the right side of the handlebar.  

Then push the left side to straighten).  When the road is straight and clear, consider practicing quick swerves from the left 

wheel track to the right and back to master serving.  Traffic is also a great opportunity to brush up on those low-speed 

control skills to avoid that embarrassing parking-lot drop.  In stop-and-go traffic, have your own personal slow race (how 

slow can you ride without putting your feet down?).  You may be surprised to learn how many real-life situations lend 

themselves to practicing advanced skills. 

Thereôs no substitute for formal rider education to improve key riding skills.  Many courses for the road rider are available, 

ranging from the Basic Riding Course to Advanced Riding Courses.  Also, included is your chapterôs PLP (Parking Lot 

Practice).  Of course, we want to do all we can to avoid the need to tap into some of those skills in the first place.  So, in 

addition to learning and practicing the skills we hope we never need to use, we must also work on our ability to actively 

scan the environment, predict potential activity that could require our attention and, of course, ride within our limits.  But 

just like the Duracell batteries inside those cardiac jumper cables on the commercial, we need to have our essential skills 

fully charged just in case we need them at a momentôs notice. 
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A particularly inquisitive neighbor of mine recently spotted me while I was practicing some riding maneuvers on a quiet 

shopping center parking lot.  ñWhat are you doing?ò he asked.   ñJust practicing,ò I answered.  ñBut youôve been riding for 

years.  What in the world do you still need to practice?ò  ñThings I hope I never need to use?ò  His head tilted the way my 

dogôs does when he hears something odd.  Knowing heôs an avid golfer I queried, ñDo you intend to hit into a sand trap?ô  

Of course not.ò  But you still carry a sand wedge in your bag.  And even if you hope you never have to use it, you still have 

to know how to use it just in case, right?ò  He paused.  ñI guess I never thought of it that way.ò 

Taken from Rider Magazine, written by Eric Trow of stayinsafe.com 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Happy Birthday to: Cindy Garrison April 2 
   Donna Conn April 3 
   Mable Harbaugh April 6 
   Bruce Hunt April 15 
   Steve Garrison April 17 
   Richard Wheeler April 18 
   Clifford Ausborn  April 26 
   Cathy Durham April 29 
   Larry Staton April 30 
  
  
Happy Anniversary to: Jasper and Mary Lindsay April 6 
   Larry and Gloria Martin April 10 
   David and Lisa Entrekin April 18 
 

Editors Corner 
 
What a difference a month makes!  Our light snow from March is a distant memory as we once again adjust to the highs 
and lows of an Alabama Spring.  Many Chapter members are out riding on every opportunity ï and we hope you will join 
us soon.  After all, our Chapter exists so that we can RIDE! 
 
 The Conns 

 1871 Lakeshore Drive 

 Oneonta, AL  35121 
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 BENEFITS 

When you are talking with someone about joining GWRRA, be sure and tell them what all they will receive 

when they become a member. 

1. WING WORLD MAGAZINE---a monthly magazine packed with product & technical information, 
stories, pictures, tour & rally calendar and classified ads. 

2. GOLD BOOK---it lists member names, phone numbers and resources they can share.  It also offers 
resources for Honda dealers, tools, lodging, travel advice, camping space and of course, 
FELLOWSHIP. 

3. RESCUE EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM---AS A PAID Member, coverage while on any 
motorcycle is included in your membership.  (Note: The standard Rescue Program does not include 
coverage for motorcycle trailers.)  Members can upgrade to RESCUE PLUS, which covers all the 
registered members in your household while riding or driving in any non-commercial vehicle or 
motorcycle.  RESCUE PLUS COVERS YOUR MOTORCYCLE TRAILER! 

4. PATCH---пέ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƭƻƎƻ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀΦ 
5. DECALS---ǘǿƻ мέ Ŧǳƭƭ-color logo insignia. 
6. MEMBERSHIP PIN---ŀ мέ Ŧǳƭƭ-color pin. 
7. COURTESY CARDS---identification card. 
8. MEDICAL CARDS---wallet sized. 
9. AVIS & BUDGET RENTALS---eligible for discounts. 
10. OFFICE MAX---cut the Retail Store Connect Card from your Wing World magazine for discounts on a 

long list of products. 
11. NAMES OFMOTORCYCLE REPARE SHOPS---are listed online which is constantly being updated. 

 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ w9b9² ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƭǎƻΦ 

The Home Office is giving away some great prizes every quarter in a drawing for those that renew for three 

years at a discounted rate.  The three years will be added onto your current expiration date and the home 

office is also offering a payment plan.   

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP: 

3 YEARS---$120.00               2 YEARS---$85.00       1 YEAR---$45.00 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (2 or more people in household) 

3 YEARS---$150.00               2 YEARS---$105.00       1 YEAR---$55.00 

                               ά9±9w¸ a9a.9w a!¢¢9w{έ 

Dewey & Alice Cole, Alabama District Recruiting & Retention 
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