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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
     It is hard to believe but it is the end of July.  What a wonderful month we have 

had with our rides and gatherings.  August is shaping up to be a busy month with a 

planned break over Labor Day weekend.   

     As we head into August, we must pull together and rally around a couple of our 

own.  Wayne Gargus is undergoing bypass surgery on the 28
th

 of July at Trinity 

Medical Center.  Also, Steve Garrison has been diagnosed with APL Leukemia.  Never 

a good diagnosis, this strain is the most treatable.  Please call and encourage him at 

205-975-1609.  Please add them to your prayer list for success and speedy recovery. 

    This month saw us gather at Wing Ding with a good crowd of 14.  Terry and 

Barbie, Dewey and Alice were quite busy working at the rally.  I had the opportunity 

to teach two ERC’s there.  Bill and Deb, Rick and Laura, Keith and Chelly, and Steve 

and Cindy checked out the good times there.   

    On the 19
th

, we had a parking lot practice.  I would encourage all to come out and 

be part of this.  That evening, we rode to Decatur for some award winning BBQ at 

Big Bobs BBQ and then to Sonic at Guntersville for some good ice cream.  We had 28 

people together that night. 

    Just yesterday, we had the first annual Hamburger Run to Trenton Georgia.  Riding 

in unison with Chapter T, we strolled up Lookout Mountain and coasted into Trenton 

5 minutes early.  A total of 76 people showed up total for this occasion.  The ride 

home, needless to say, saw a good bit of rain.  It was a blast and wish the rest of our 

chapter family could have been there. 

    There are a few changes that I would like to tell you about, that I am very excited 

about.  The weekly email will be a blast from the past.  Wayne has been gracious 

enough to help with the format for the ride schedule.  Not only that, but Harold 

Emory is quite involved with some ride planning.  What does this mean you ask?  We 

have a reliable weekly reminder with thorough ride planning for the chapter. We will 

have it posted in the newsletter, weekly email, and the website.  If you have a ride in 

mind, please let us know.  Let’s put it on the schedule and let’s do it.  This is your 

chapter. : http://www.kerrywilson.com/coosavalleywings.htm . 

 

Article continued on page 2 
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Continued from front… 
    I would like to invite everyone on the overnight ride to the mountains on the 23

rd
 and 24

th
 of August.  Two years 

ago, I planned my only overnighter to Fall Creek Falls, TN.  It was a great time and so much fun.   With some 

awesome planning from Harold (as always), the ride promises to be a great time.  Please, if you can, mark this on 

your schedule, and join us.  We will have details at the monthly meeting and in the weekly email. 

    Region Rally:  I would highly encourage that we get together to attend this year’s region rally in Dothan, 

Alabama.  Terry and Barbie will be competing in the region Couple of the Year selection.  As with the state rally, 

let’s get behind them and pull them through.   

    One last and final note, I challenge all those who are members not participating in the levels program and riding 

courses offered.  GWRRA does have an excellent program for rider safety offered to all members.  If you have any 

questions, talk to Jim Zabler or myself for what’s available. 

 
Bryan and Leslie 
Chapter N Directors 
 
 

News From Terry and Barbie  
 

Hello Chapter N, 
              Hope everyone had a great Fourth of July. We did as we spent the weekend in Greenville, South Carolina at 
Wing Ding 30. There were 14 people from chapter N there. A great time was had by all and we are looking forward 
to going to Tulsa next year. As most of you know we did not make the July meeting due to the fact our daughter 
Jennifer got married. It was a beautiful ceremony and everything went wonderful. Our new son-in-law name is 
Josh (Teddy) Mims. We also missed the dinner ride due to fact we were working on our resume for the Region 
Couple of the Year selection. We hear it was a good turn out and everyone had fun. If you missed the Big 
Hamburger Ride you missed a special treat. There were 72 people from Tennessee and Alabama participating. 
What a fantastic time we had, the food was awesome and the fellowship was terrific. It is still up in the air whether 
we will make this an annual event. If you attended please give us some feedback on how you liked it. Just a 
reminder that the North Picnic is August 9th at Tannehill State Park more details at the monthly meeting. Also 
there are some fun things coming up for chapter N. Hope to see you at one or all of them.              
 

 Your A C D's 

 Terry & Barbie Cleveland 

 

 



News from the Alabama District 

We sure hope everyone has a great July, we sure are. We left Huntsville going to Wing Ding by way of 

Mobile (I need a new GPS). We went down for the plaque grab and got to see some friends. As all good 

Gold Wingers do we went to supper at Ed’s for some really wonderful seafood. We spent the night at 

the Malaga (what a grand old Hotel). We got up Saturday and met Cindy Long (Chap A ACD) for 

Breakfast at Tea for Two. If you have never been there it is an experience you should try to have. The 

people are great and the food plentiful and Excellent. We left there and Cindy went with us to some nice 

places and we wound up at a place called Lulu’s. We had some great ice tea and saw some really 

beautiful boats. 

Cindy had to leave us and we left in search of the Ft Morgan Ferry. What a pretty and relaxing ride. 

When we got to Dolphin Island we were getting short on time for the plaque grab and had to run for the 

Border, I mean Catfish Junction. We had a good meal and got to socialize with some folks we don’t get 

to see very often. Chapter B won the plaque but Chapter N was only 60 miles behind.  

After all our good byes we left for Helen, GA to spend a few days in the mountains, we stopped on the 

Alabama Georgia state line at a little town called Valley. We left the next morning and rode on to Helen. 

We got to the hotel and they let us check in early, gave us a covered place to park and away we went to 

find lunch. If you have never been to Helen, it is a quaint little Bavarian town in north GA that has some 

great food and really fun roads to ride. We met other Gold Wingers who had traveled to the GA 

Mountains to relax just as we had. 

We left in search of Greenville and had some really fun riding to get there. We had a nice time with 

friends and made some new ones while we were there. We worked ticket sales and tried to help in 

anyway we could. We went to eat at a Restaurant that we had made reservations for 40 to eat at 6:00, 

we had 72 show up. The Staff at the restaurant was great and got us all fed. We had over 65 people 

from AL attend. We would like to thank all who attended and a special thanks to those who worked. We 

hope to see more of you in Tulsa, OK next year. 

I don’t know about everyone else but we are having a lot of tire problems lately. Steven had a flat 

coming off the mountain going into Ft Payne. We plugged it and got him home safely. 

Chapter T invited a bunch of folks to their picnic and they sure had a good spread of food. There were 

people still eating at 8:00 Saturday night. We had a District Staff meeting while we were there to talk 

about our up coming Rally in Pelham, AL. Thanks to Billy for the great food and Frank and Linda for the 

hospitality. 

On the 19th of Jul we attended the plaque grab at the new Greenbrier Restaurant off of I-565 by 

Madison. The turnout was really good. The food was good and the Strawberry Shortcake was divine. We 

had folks from A, B, H, N, S, and Y. Chap S went home with the plaque and will let us know where the 

next plaque grab will be.  Come and get and if you don’t you will still get to see some really nice folks. 

We need some help from the Chapter Directors; we need some articles from your Couple of the Year to 

put in the District Newsletter so the rest of the state can meet them. Please send them to Lynn and Lyn. 

If you do not have their Email it is on the web site under staff. If you would like you can send it to us and 

we will forward it on. 



We have the North Picnic coming up fast, 9 Aug, at Tannehill State Park. We will have some hamburgers, 

hot dogs, a 50-50 and some door prizes. We are having an auction for the Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation in Pelham on the evening of the 9th. We would appreciate as many folks as we can get. 

There will be a silent auction as well as a regular auction and lots of great items to take home with you. 

Don’t forget the Region A Rally in Dothan on Sep 11th through the 13th. Please come and join us for a 

good time and to help support Terry and Barbie in the Region Couple of the Year selection.  

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they 

Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen.   

The next time you think about going riding, call a friend; they are probably thinking the same thing.  

 

 
                                                           
 
 

Roy & Anita Fosnight  

Please Ride Safe and Often 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FUN-SAFETY-KNOWLEDGE 

 

Last month we started a series of articles that focused on these there words, we just wanted to give you 

a chance to think about what each of these words means to you in relation to your GWRRA experience.  

Last month we focused on FUN, so this month we will move on to SAFETY but after pondering this for a 

while I can see that there is no way to completely separate SAFETY and KNOWLEDGE. 

SAFETY:  Just as with Fun different people have different views of what Safe riding means, GWRRA has 

really made an effort to bring safe motorcycle riding to the forefront in this organization.  It is our Rider 

Education program that affords GWRRA to have a not-for–profit status with the IRS.  We are different 

from other motorcycling organizations or clubs. We do focus on SAFETY our Rider Education program 

has several levels that allow members to advance at their own pace and to start a member just has to 

commit to riding safe. GWRRA offers classes and seminars for not just the Riders but also the Co-Riders, 

ERC and TRC classes that incorporate classroom and range portions. GWRRA has even added a 2-up to 

the ERC class that gives the Rider and co-rider instruction with 2 people on the bike.  If you haven’t had 

a chance to participate in a Road Captains class, speak with your Chapter Director and/or Chapter 

Educator to see if one will or can be offered in your area for you and your fellow chapter members.   

Group riding rules are for the SAFETY of all that are riding in a group, if everyone knows and follows the 

rules, riders can anticipate what the other riders will do.  

On a recent Saturday ride to a Chapter T function that we had been invited to attend, we were traveling 

on I-59 to Tannehill State Park in a small group of 3 bikes.  We heard an unfamiliar voice come over the 

CB.  The voice of the rider identified himself as JR from TX chapter B2 and asked if he could ride along for 

a while with us, he fell in as the DRAG bike, after asking for a few lane changes, we could tell that JR had 

been involved in the GWRRA rider education program and I would bet that JR had been to the Road 

Captains class, we had never met this member before, but he was able to ride with us like he had been 

apart of our group for years. I use this as the perfect example of why this program works. When riding in 

a group, we must remember that it is not all about ME, it is about the SAFETY of the group.  

GWRRA also has a program know as MAD which focuses on making others more aware of us that ride on 

motorcycles. They are involved with schools, civic organizations and also spend time and money bringing 

our needs to the forefront by meetings with our elected officials.  So now you can see why we can not 

separate SAFETY and KNOWLEDGE.  

Please get involved, learn and ride safe. The life you save may be your own. 

 

Robert & Gail Brown  

The more you know the better it gets 

 

 



 

CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

 
Headlight Modulators are Legal Equipment 

 

From the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) 

571.108, S7.9.4 

Motorcycle headlamp modulation system:  A headlamp on a 

motorcycle may be wired to modulate either the upper beam 

or the lower beam from its maximum intensity to a lesser intensity, provided that: 

 

A. The rate of modulation shall be 240 +/- 40 cycles per minute. 
B. The headlamp shall be operated at maximum power for 50 to 70 percent of each cycle. 
C. The lowest intensity at any test point shall be not less than 17 percent of the maximum 

intensity measured at the same point. 
D. The modulator switch shall be wired in the power lead of the beam filament being 

modulated and not in the ground side of the circuit. 
E. Means shall be provided so that both the lower beam and upper beam remain operable 

in the event of a modulator failure. 
F. The system shall include a sensor mounted with the axis of its sensing element 

perpendicular to a horizontal plane.  Headlamp modulation shall cease at night or in 
low lights levels. 

 
 
From your Educator’s Saddle… 
 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * 

 
Happy Birthday to:  Joe Smith   August 1 

Ray Coffen   August 3 
    Marlene Shiland   August 6 
    Liz Gargus   August 8 
    Bryan White   August 12 
    T. R. Harper   August 13 
    Bob Ray    August 23 
    Bill Zentner   August 24 
    JoAnn Larue   August 26 
                       Jimmy Larue   August 31 

 
Happy Anniversary to:  Roy and Shirley Allen  August 8 
    Randy and Janis Gortney  August 30 



RIDE SCHEDULE 
 

NOTE:  Chapter N meets for breakfast every Wednesday at 8 AM at Sarahôs, located on Hwy 278 West 

of Gadsden & 1 mile West of Walnut Grove.  Good buffet breakfast including drink for $6/person.      

AUGUST 2008 

               SATURDAY 8-2 - Pancake Breakfast at AppleBee's in Madison.  Chapter B is putting on a pancake 

breakfast at the Madison Applebees 7:00am to 10:00am - Applebee's Neighborhood Grill - 302 Hughes 

Rd, Madison.  Leave Kangaroos at 6 am, Snead at 6:30.  Be there at 8 for some good pancakes and be 

back early enough to mow the yard before the meeting. 

SATURDAY 8-2 - Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, Hwy 77 near US 411, Rainbow City, AL.  

Eat at 5 PM and a short fun meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE:  Seniors who order before 5 PM can get the 

Senior Buffet which includes all bars for $4.99) 

SATURDAY 8-9 – Alabama District Picnic (North) - (www.alabama-gwrra.org ) – Leave 9:00 from 

Kangaroo, 9:30 at Springville Chevron.  I-59 to I-459 to I-59/I-20 to exit 100.  Should be at Tannehill State 

Park around 10:30.            

SATURDAY 8/16 - Free Concert and Free Ice Cream Night - Jeff Cook of Alabama is giving a 

free concert in Guntersville at 6 pm on the 16th of August. After the concert, the chapter is having free ice 

cream at the Guntersville Sonic.  We will depart Kangaroo's at 4 pm, meet the 2nd group in the K-Mart 

parking lot in Albertville, and ride on into Guntersville, Details about the concert will be discussed at the 

meeting. 

SATURDAY 8-23 – .ǊȅŀƴΩǎ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢b ϧ b/ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦ  Cherohola Skyway & 

Smokey Mountain Loop Overnight Ride.  Ride Coord. Harold Emery & Bryan White. 

Day 1 Depart Rainbow City Cracker Barrel at 8 AM, ride north on hwy 411, then right on hwy 64, then 

left on hwy 68 to Tellico Plains TN for lunch. After our lunch break, ride TN165/NC143 (The Cherohola 

Skyway).  Stop in Robbinsville at a T-shirt store.  From Robbinsville NC ride hwy 143/28/74/19 to 

Cherokee NC and hwy 441 across the mountain to Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge for our overnight stop.  

Following dinner, those who want to can ride the trolley to Gatlinburg for shopping and sampling the 

chocolates in the candy shops.  Catch it at Patriot Park in P. Forge.  

Lodging:  We do not have to lodge at the same location.  But, if we do separate, suggest that we share 

with others our cell number so that we avoid any coordination problems.  Cell phone numbers are on the 

chapter N membership listing.  Bring a copy with you. 

Rodeway Inn **(recommended) Quality Inn Parkway                  Econo Lodge 

4236 Parkway                           2162 Parkway                           2905 Parkway 

Pigeon Forge TN                       Pigeon Forge, TN                      Pigeon Forge, TN 

865-453-3530                            865-428-3824                            865-453-3906 

+50 rate $54                              +50 rate $76                              +50 rate $72 

http://www.rocketcitywings.org/map.asp?q=302+Hughes+Rd,+Madison,+AL
http://www.rocketcitywings.org/map.asp?q=302+Hughes+Rd,+Madison,+AL
http://www.rocketcitywings.org/map.asp?q=302+Hughes+Rd,+Madison,+AL
http://www.alabama-gwrra.org/


  

 

Econo Lodge Riverside 

2440 N. Parkway 

Pigeon Forge, TN 

+50 rate $63 

Day 2 – Sunday, August 24 

Depart Pigeon Forge at 9 AM (Eastern time) riding hwy 321 to Townsend, Foothills Parkway, right on 

hwy 129, south on 411 to Sweetwater.  We can continue on hwy 411 or take another ride across the 

Cherohola Skyway again, then take hwy 19/64/411 to home. 

Special Notes: 

1.       If you are planning go on this ride, make your hotel reservation. 

2.       Notify the ride coordinator if you plan to participate  

3.       The ride coordinator will access the weather forecast 72 hours before the ride and make go or 

no go decision.  Should the decision be to abort the ride, the ride coordinator will notify all 

known ride participants by phone or email.  The abort notice will give time to cancel hotel 

reservations to prevent a cost penalty.   

NO EVENTS PLANNED FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND.   BE SAFE & HAVE FUN. 

  

SEPTEMBER 2008 

SATURDAY 9-6 – Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, Hwy 77 near US 411, Rainbow City, AL.  

Eat at 5 PM and a short fun meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE:  Seniors who order before 5 PM can get the 

Senior Buffet which includes all bars for $4.99) 

THURSDAY THRU SATURDAY Sept. 11-12- & 13:  Region A Rally Dothan, AL.  Theme is a 

Hawaiian Luau.  For registration, motel and other information, go to:  www.gwrra-regiona.org .  Some 

Chapter members will be departing on Wednesday 9-10 at_____________.  Others will depart on 

Thursday at_______________________________.    

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY SEPT - 18-20, North /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŀƭƭȅ ά²ƛƴƎǎ hǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜ 

{ƳƻƪƛŜǎέ Fletcher, NC.  www.gwrranc.org .  We are not aware of any “N” members going to NC.    

SATURDAY 9-20-08 Event: Visit Shiloh National Military Park.  Ride Coord. Harold. 

Comment:  For those that are interested in history, this park offers a lot of Civic War history.  For those 

of us that like the out doors, this park is large, well kept, with lots of hardwood trees that I’m sure have 

http://www.regiona.org/
http://www.gwrranc.org/


color in the fall.  I do suggest that we take a picnic lunch for there are no eating places near by.  For 

those interesting in making this ride, they need to know that it will be an all day event.  We can make 

this ride a little shorter by exiting US 72 onto hwy 100 to connect with hwy 157 and eat at the Stockyard 

near Moulton. 

Ride Route:  Depart  Kangaroo at 7 AM and from Snead BP/McDonalds at 7:30 AM.  Ride US278 West, 

AL157 North, US72 East into Mississippi.  Approximately 5 miles into Mississippi turn north on MS25.  

When we cross into Tennessee the road changes to TN57, we continue on TN57, then left turn onto 

TN142, then right turn onto TN22 to arrive at Shiloh Park.  After our park visit and picnic lunch, we ride 

north on TN22 to Crump TN where we turn right onto TN64 for a short ride over to Savannah TN.  We 

then turn south on TN69 and continue into Al on AL20.  At Florence Al, we ride US72 & Alt US72 to 

Athens AL, then south on either US 31 or I-65 to Decatur.  After we eat ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ .ƛƎ .ƻō DƛōǎƻƴΩǎΣ we 

will return to Snead via AL 67 and US 278. 

Estimated Total Mileage: 340 (This park is a 3 hour ride from Snead)  

Information:  www.nps.gov/shil   

             SATURDAY 9-27 – Dinner Ride to Beans & Greens in Centre.  NOTE:  This is the kick-off for the 

Hokes Bluff “Cruisin’ For A Cure” event on Saturday 10-4.  All net proceeds to benefit Breast Cancer 

Awareness, Support, & Research.  Depart Kangaroo 4 PM.  The return trip will be much quicker due to 

the “jet propulsion” from the beans… ha ha… 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 9-28 - Sunday afternoon ride.  Ride Coordinator; Sammy or Harold.  

Depart Kangaroo at 12:45 PM & meet others at the Albertville K-mart to depart at 1:30 PM.   Ride 431 

through Guntersville, then take hwy 5 over Grant Mountain to hwy 72.  Turn left on hwy 72, then right 

on hwy 65 to ride through Paint Rock Valley.   Turn right at hwy 146 to ride up Cumberland Mountain, 

then right on hwy 79 to ride down the mountain to Scottsboro and onto Guntersville and return back to 

Albertville for diner at a fast food place such as Captain D’s.  This is an estimated 2 hour ride. 

 

FOR SALE: 

CHAPTER N MEMBER HAS A GOOD ñFIXER UP GOLD WINGò FOR SALE.    

FOR SALE:  1981 GL1100 Standard with Vetter Fairing and saddle bags and trunk. Cosmetically the bike 

is perfect; itôs won 4 first place awards in bike shows. It needs some mechanical TLC to get it back in 

running condition. Itôs got approximately 51,000 original miles on it. Itôs black with custom pinstriping. Itôs 

also got the AM/FM Cassette radio on it.   First $1,000 gets it.  (the CB will be negotiable)   Call or e-mail 

Bob Ray 256-413-8880    l8rt8rray@bellsouth.net    

  

  

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/shil
mailto:l8rt8rray@bellsouth.net


 

MAKING DRIVERS STOP FOR SIRENS 
                                                               By Wayne Gargus 
  
This was the title of an interesting article in Parade Magazine on June 29, 2008.   Itôs appropriate for car 
drivers as well as we motorcycle riders due to our headsets blasting music as we ride the beautiful 
countryside.  I thought we should all be aware of this so when we hear it weôll know whatôs going on.    
  
ñTodayôs soundproof cars mean that motorists often donôt hear police cars, fire trucks, or ambulances 
coming.  Fatal crashes are increasing dramatically.  Sixty Police Officers were killed last year.  Some 
Police and Sheriffsô Departments think they have found the answer - the ñRumblerò, a $685 device which 
emits a low pitched siren as well as vibrations that shake any vehicle or person in the area.  Think of a 
supped up stereo raised to the highest volume.  Each rumble last 10 seconds and is a way to supplement 
the lights and sirens on emergency vehicles.  Itôs effective in alerting both drivers and pedestrians.  The 
Rumbler is already being used by 200 Police Departments across the country, including those in 
Washington, D.C. and Minneapolis.ò   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 



 

 
 
 


