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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
     Here we are again at the end of June and the beginning of July so very 
soon.  We saw some beautiful weather, great rides, and some crazy 
adventures.  
     We had a good turn out at the monthly meeting.  As a chapter director, I 

look forward to seeing everyone, and especially hearing about the different 

trips people took.  We heard about the Niagara Falls ride, a well-planned, 

uneventful ride.  Also the chapter visits and the iron-butt ride. 

     The next weekend ride was postponed due to weather to the next 

weekend.  On that ride, Sammy led a ride up into Tennessee with a total of 

10 people going. The weather was cool and the roads fun.  That evening, we 

had 8 enjoy the free ice-cream, with Wayne and Liz and family also enjoying 

the ice-cream. 

   On the 28th, we had 10 people ride to the Huntsville air-show.  The ride up 

was fun and did some serious trail riding for the parking.  The weather was 

hot and very windy.  What a nice air show it was.  We trekked to the bikes 

with the thought of beating the crowd.  We watch most of the blue angels 

and left.  Just so happened so did everyone else.  What a mess.  We rode 

around car, through ditches, finally getting out of there.  The heat took its 

toll with me cramping along with others, people feeling weak and tired.  We 

recovered eating a fine dinner and having a good time.  We didn’t make it 

home for the free concert, but we had a good time. 

   On the 29th, with the threat of severe weather, 2 bikes made the trip to 

Guntersville. With a huge black cloud, we turned back and ate at Albertville 

while the storm passed.  From there we zigzagged and followed the storm in.  

July is shaping up to be a good month.  Let’s ride together. 

 
Bryan & Leslie White 
CD-N 
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Hello everyone, 

     The month of June saw us on the road once again. We started out at the Georgia rally in Athens. A 

great time was had by all including our son Chase who is a big Georgia Bulldog fan. When he heard that 

the rally was in Athens he decided that he would like to spend some time with us. But when we got there 

we didn't see very much of him. He was busy checking out the campus (girls) if you know what I mean. 

Dewy & Alice, Ray & Deb were there to share in the fun. Thanks guys for helping make our weekend 

more enjoyable. The free ice cream ride to Howards in Cleveland was also a great time. We had a 

wonderful ride up there and a lot of good fellowship while we ate our free ice cream. The last weekend of 

June saw us heading south to visit with Chapter A in Mobile. They had the traveling plaque up for grabs. 

We were beat out by Chapter B by only 82 miles. We had a wonderful time and we would like to thank all 

of Chapter A for there hospitality. We are now preparing to head out for Greenville SC and Wing Ding. 

See you when we get back. 

                                              Ride Safe 
                                           Terry & Barbie 
                                          Chapter N ACD 
 

 

 Your A C D's 

 Terry & Barbie Cleveland 

 

 

 



Happy 4th of July one and all. What a wonderful country we live and play in. I often think about the great 

people who have brought us to where we are and the regular people who have given all so we could 

enjoy the freedoms available to us. I wear a patch on my vest that says “All gave some, some gave all”. 

Please take a few minutes to thank all the folks who have helped preserve and protect this great nation. 

God Bless America 

 

Let’s start off with the South Picnic; we had 12 Chapters and 117 people. Thank you Bruce and Gail and 

all of Chapter L for bringing the grill, sweating, and best of all, for cooking some great hamburgers and 

hot dogs. We learned not to let some people play with sharp objects, I almost ran out of band aids. We 

gave away door prizes, along with food and extra drinks; the trailer was 200 lbs lighter on the way back 

home. Two lucky people won $121.50 each. The Traveling Plaque was captured by AL A with 4416 miles. 

It will be up for grabs 28 Jun in Saraland. We hope to see as many as can make it there to get it.  

We also did the paperwork for a new chapter, welcome aboard Chapter W, Bay Wings, in Mobile 

County. 

We did the Good Samaritan Ride with a lot of our friends in Tennessee. This is a ride for those who can’t. 

It was started 11 years ago and we have missed riding it 2 years because of illness. This ride raises 

money for scholarships and for people who need temporary help. It is a community ride that brings 

together all bike riders for a common good. 

We left Thursday 12 Jun for the GA Rally in Athens. We stopped in FT Payne for breakfast and gas. When 

we got back on the road we heard some familiar voices and then saw two wings coming towards us. The 

next thing we heard was “Is that you Roy”. It was Dennis and Donna Bowman and Bill and Cindy Long 

from Chapter A on their way to OHIO pick up a new YELLOW Hummer trailer for Bill and Cindy to pull 

with their trike. It is a nice feeling to run into fellow wingers when you least expect it.  

The GA Staff and especially Bill and Betty (Betsy) Livingston, put on a really fun time for all. Betty even 

got me in a Toga!!!  

Alabama had a really good showing:  

Largest District outside GA  

Largest Chapter outside GA (AL B) 

Youngest Rider 

Oldest Female 

3 plaques in the Toga contest 

1 in the Dance contest 

2 in the bike show 

Chapter Banner AL B 



2 Grand Prizes 

Thanks again to GA GWRRA for a really wonderful time. 

Wing Ding is right around the corner and we can still use some help. If you are wandering around 

Thursday at Wing Ding, come by ticket sales and check to see if we need help, if nothing else, come by to 

say Hi. 

It is getting to be time to start working on the Rally Pin design for 2009. Theme of our rally is Southern 

Hospitality.  It should have "GWRRA" in the design. It should include ñ2009 Alabama Southern Hospitality 

Rally, Pelham, AL March 26 -28, 2009ò. We will accept designs until November 20, 2008.  

 

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they 

Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen.   

The next time you think about going riding, call a friend; they are probably thinking the same thing.  

 

 
                                                           
 
 

Roy & Anita Fosnight  

Please Ride Safe and Often 

 

 

 

 

 



FUN – SAFETY – KNOWLEDGE 

What do these words mean to you?  If you ask 10 people you would get 10 different answers.   We 

thought that over our next three articles we would give you something to think about and ponder over 

when you see or hear these words in relationship to GWRRA. 

FUN:  We all need to remember that one member’s fun may not be another member’s fun.  I will put 

GWs members up against any group in a FUN contest, if you don’t believe it.. just go to a Rally talent 

contest.  We spend a lot of money buying and fixing up our Wings, this is our relaxation, just as 

fishermen buy boats, and golfers buy clubs and carts.  Fun is different for all.  Sometimes we forget that 

we may all be wingers and enjoy riding, but we still have differences.  This is not a bad thing... it would 

get pretty boring if we were all alike, people are just different.  Some members go to rallies just for the 

vendors, while others never step foot into the vendor lot due to contest and seminar participation.  

Some people like to ride with a group to a destination and some might like to ride alone or with one 

more bike.  The point is, this is not any ones job, and it is our joy, SO HAVE FUN.  When it stops being 

FUN, people will stop doing it and find something else. A good way to get the most out of your Chapter 

or Group is to just show up, enjoy every ones company and do the things you enjoy doing and don’t do 

anything that you do not enjoy doing. You know there may have been something to that saying Live and 

Let live.  

Robert & Gail Brown  

The more you know the better it gets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

 
Legislating Safety 

GWRRA has a long history of promoting safety.  The Association’s tax-

exempt status hinges on the fact that GWRRA is an educational 

organization.  Even the tag lineΣ άFriends for Fun, SAFETY and Knowledge”, 

mentions safety as the second-most-important reason for being part of 

the group.  With such a legacy, you’d think that GWRRA would have found 

a way to require you to be safe! 

The fact is, safety is largely an individual choice.  I say “largely”, because certain states mandate safety (talking 

about helmet laws here).  Why do YOU wear a helmet?  Is it just to avoid getting a citation?  Is it to keep your 

head warm?  Would you do it, if you didn’t have to?  Wearing a helmet in a non-mandated state is a choice that 

many ‘wingers consciously make.  However, I’ve seen plenty of ‘wingers, (while at Wing Ding and when traveling 

in other states) where the rider and co-rider are riding “bare”, that is, NO helmet.  I’ve seen them also ride 

“bare” in parking lots, gas stations and even going a short distance across a road.  These folks have made a 

choice.  How about riders who put just enough on their head to get by the law, yet no ‘real’ protection?  I’m not 

talking exclusively about the riders who wear so-called ‘rain bonnets’ (head covers resembling helmets, sold in 

certain motorcycle shops, but not DOT –approved).  I’m also lumping in those who wear DOT-approved ‘Shorty’ 

or ‘half’ helmets.  Yes, they are legal, and for certain types of impacts, they are effective.  What type of helmet 

(full, ¾ or half) would you want if you knew you were going to impact a curb with the side of your head, roughly 

at ear-level?  That may sound rather obtuse.  After all, how could that happen…right?  Well, think about what 

might happen when you’re on the road, maybe 3-4 feet away from the curb (next to the curb on the right, or the 

center-divider on your left).  Suppose your leg suddenly ‘shrinks’ by 6 to 8 inches (you put your foot down and 

encounter a pothole or low drain).  Or perhaps you didn’t notice the oil slick left by the last diesel truck stopped 

at the intersection.  Before you know it, you can start to go down.  Past a certain point, you might not be able to 

hold the bike any longer, and you and the bike make contact with the ground.  Except in your case, the ground 

consists of a curb, which you strike with the side of your head.  Yes, my example is graphic and gruesome, but 

maybe it will make you think about the relative safety of your helmet.  Before I leave the topic of helmets, when 

was the last time you bought a new helmet?  If it was when you bought your’05 wing, look out brother!  

Helmets DO have a service life.  The info I could find recommended replacement every 3-5 years.  Other 

variables that affect the replacement timetable include foam padding and safety strap condition and whether or 

not the helmet has been ‘down’ (with the rider’s head inside).  If your helmet has EVER stopped your head from 

hitting the ground, it’s time for AT LEAST a factory inspection, if not a replacement. 

Now let’s move to gloves.  When you were learning how to walk, you also learned to put your hands out to slow 

your fall.  It’s a reflex you probably never forgot, so why would you not put your hands out to slow your fall off a 

motorcycle.  I know, you NEVER plan to fall off a motorcycle, but I’m talking about incidents that can occur even 

if the bike isn’t moving.  Think about it.  You’re at a standstill and the infamous ‘oil slick’ comes into play.  If you 

have the misfortune to start going down, your hands may be the first part of you body to hit the pavement.  Yes, 

it IS possible to get road rash on your open palms.  Without adequate protection, your hands just might be 

injured enough to stop you from being able to operate the controls and ride home.  A worse fate is if your co-

rider suffers injury; you’ll wish it had been you instead.  Why gamble?  Play it safe and wear gloves that will stop 

a small mishap from becoming a big deal!  Many riders have several pairs of gloves (and carry them on the bike), 

so that they will have the right gloves for the right weather (rather than forsaking them altogether, due to the 

heat). 

From Your Educator's Saddle........ 



 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * 

 
Happy Birthday to:  Laura Brothers  July 8 
    Barbie Cleveland July 12 
    Dewey Cole  July 21 
    Sammy Conn  July 22 
    Kerry Wilson  July 25 
 
 
Happy Anniversary to: Kerry and Joyce Wilson July 1 

Butch and Dianne Harris July 15 
T. R. and Michelle Harper July 19 
Jim and Linda Zabler  July 30 

 
*Please note – birthdays and anniversaries found on our ‘active member list’ are listed in the newsletter.  If you know of someone who 

should be listed and is not, please notify me at swconn@otelco.net.   
 
 

Ride Schedule for July  

July 2 – 5 Wing Ding – Greenville, SC –  

July 12th – Monthly Meeting – Western Sizzlin – 5 pm to eat, 6 to meet 

July 19th - Harold's Evening Supper Ride - As everyone knows, Harold is an excellent ride planner and 
takes considerable time to arrange rides.  He has volunteered to lead a ride us to Decatur to eat.  After 
that, a nice ride to eat Ice cream.  With the heat of the summer months being on us, the evening rides 
offers a break from the heat. 
Ride Route:  Hwy 278/231/67/31 to the restaurant.  We should be at the restaurant  

                      at 5:30 PM.  After dinner we will ride hwy 31/67/36/231 to the Guntersville  
                      Sonic for an ice cream social and end of our group ride.    

   

July26th -Giant Hamburger Run- While at the Region N rally, Terry and Barbie had the pleasure of 
meeting some wonderful folks from Tennessee. We are going to plan a meet at a restaurant in Trenton 

Georgia where they make hamburgers the sizes of pizzas. We will take some nice backroads, Lookout 

Mountain Parkway and arrive there where we will dine in excellence. It will be a wonderful time, so make 
plans to do this. 

 

Wednesday Morning Breakfasts – Sarah’s at 8 am.  

 
Visit a chapter ride – this will be planned in coordination with our very own Alabama Couple of the 

Year, Terry and Barbie Cleveland. 

 

Ride Schedule for August 

August 2nd – Monthly Meeting – Western Sizzlin – 5 pm to eat, 6 to meet 

August 9th - No plans as of yet. ****NEED SOMEONE TO PLAN THISWEEKEND******* 

August16th - No plans as of yet. *****MAYBE A SUNDAY AFTERNOON RIDE***** 

mailto:swconn@otelco.net


   

August23rd -Bryan's Overnight trip to the NC Mountains:  Exact details being reviewed. We have a 
lot of suggestions of routes to take, not to take, and where to stay.  I will have some options to discuss at 

the monthly meeting. 

 

Future Rides – Fall Color Ride onto the Natchez Trace – Overnighter  

YOUR RIDE HERE – If there is some place special that you would love to ride, please suggest this.  The 
air show was suggested by John and Shelly and was a great time.   
 
 
 

Editor’s Corner  
 
I hope you enjoy your newsletter.  If you have an article to contribute, please send it to me at 
swconn@otelco.net by the 25th.  I will do my best to include the article in the next newsletter. 
 
 
Tidbit for the newsletter 

  

Don't find fault 
Find a remedy 
 

Trip to Lynchburg - June 21, 2008 ɀ Steve Garrison  

 We, (Harold and Shari, Steve and Cindy, Dewey and Alice, Larry and Juanita, Sammy and 

Donna), assembled at the K-Mart in Albertville.  Took a scenic route through Northern Alabama 

and wound up at Lynchburg.  Although it had not been planned, Lynchburg just happened to be 

having a motorcycle rally and the town was literally covered with motorcycles. 

 One of the highlights was the stop at a convenience store where the old-timers were rockin' and 

talkin'.  If anyone has a picture, send it to me and I'll insert in this travelogue. 

 We came back to Snead in time for the Emery’s, Conn’s and Garrisons to have dinner and then 

joined up with the club for the ice cream ride.  It was a great motorcycle day. 

To view pictures from the ride:  http://www.alexcomp.com:80/lynchburg.htm  

 
A note of appreciation 

We thank Sammy for his time and expense in putting together a great ride to Lynchburg.   We got to eat 

out 3 meals and enjoy a route that we had not taken before.  This was a day of just riding, eating, and 

fellowship.  How about it Chapter N, can we have more rides like this one? 

Harold & Shari           

mailto:swconn@otelco.net
http://www.alexcomp.com/lynchburg.htm


 

 

 

 
LEARN FROM THE MISTAKES OF OTHERS: 
  
Hereôs what one AMA member learned the hard way.   Last fall, I was riding to the Catskill Mountain 
Thunder Rally in Durham, New York, via the Taconic State Parkway.  I rode into an intermittent 
thunderstorm and decided to stop and refuel to get out of the rain.   
  
In the exit lane, I down shifted two gears to 20 mph and went to the high side of the curve.  Suddenly, the 
car behind me started passing on the right, using my lane and the shoulder.  The car hit my highway bar 
and knocked the bike out from under me.   
  
I went down, and slid about 30 feet before stopping.  I was in shock, and my bike was wounded.  The car 
that hit me didnôt stop, but two nice people did.  Someone else called 911, and help arrived.  Feeling I 
was OK, I declined going to the hospital, banged my highway bar back into position and rode another 70 
miles to the rally.  When I arrived, everything hurt so bad that I couldnôt walk.  I still hurt two weeks later 
when I finally relented and went to the emergency room to find out I had badly injured knees, elbows and 
ribs.  
  
What did I learn?  When riding on a single-lane road, take the whole lane so no one behind you is 
encouraged to pass.  And when you crash so bad you damage your helmet, face shield and can barely 
walk, seriously consider a trip to the emergency room.  Finally, have uninsured motorist insurance with 
high limits ï the one thing that I did right.      (From the July 08 AMA American Motorcyclist Magazine)   
Wayne Gargus 

 

 
Riding aware – (by Bryan White) 

I just wanted to share with all of you something near and dear to my heart:  motorcycle awareness.  This 

is not a GWRRA program, or a state run agency, but being SEEN by others. 

To be perfectly honest, motorcycles hard to see, even harder if you are not looking for them.  People 

talk on the cell phone, enjoying their favorite talk show or music program, put on their makeup, while 

they drive.  They are not looking for motorcycles, so we have to show ourselves to them. 

I am going to list 5 things that get noticed: 

   Modulating Head Lights – People see them because they are trained to look for them. 
   Bright Colors – High visibility clothes with reflective vest really help. 
   A lot of Lights – The more lights on a bike, the easier to see, especially at night. 
   Reflective Helmet – People see reflective tape, why not on your helmet. It is easy and cheap. 
   Loud Pipes – People hear them coming.  

Description 

Wearing reflective clothing, a white or light colored helmet, and using headlights during the day can 
reduce serious injuries or death from motorcycle crashes by up to one third, according to research from 
New Zealand.  

 

News wise — Wearing reflective clothing, a white or light colored helmet, and using headlights during 
the day can reduce serious injuries or death from motorcycle crashes by up to one third, according to 
research from New Zealand in this week's BMJ. 

 

 



     The study included 463 motorcycle drivers involved in crashes leading to hospital treatment or death 
and a further 1,233 motorcycle drivers randomly selected from roadside surveys in the same region and 
time period. 
     Several factors including age, years of on-road riding experience, weather conditions and some risk 
taking behaviors (such as alcohol consumption) were taken into account. 
   Drivers wearing reflective or fluorescent clothing had a 37% lower risk of crash related injury than 
other drivers. Compared with wearing a black helmet, use of a white helmet was associated with a 
24% lower risk, and daytime use of headlights was associated with a 27% lower risk. 
     There was no association between risk of crash related injury and the frontal color of drivers' clothing 
or motorcycle. 
     Increasing the use of reflective or fluorescent clothing, white or light colored helmets, and daytime 
headlights are simple, cheap ways to increase the visibility of motorcycle riders on the roads and could 
considerably reduce motorcycle crash related injury and death, conclude the authors. 
     Riding a motorcycle is a privilege that we get to share. What a shame it would be to have it taken 
away by someone who just didn’t see us.  It is our responsibility to show ourselves to them.   How many 
times have you been in a car and not see a motorcycle until their past?  With the gas crunch hitting us 
now, more people will take up biking.  Hopefully we will see more recognition by cars because now they 
will look for riders.  
    Please consider this.  It wouldn’t take much to get started.  I have a wealth of information on 

motorcycle statistics if you are interested.   

 
 
 
 

 


