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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
June has flown by and here we are approaching the middle of July already.  

Several of our chapter family headed to Tulsa to Wing  Ding to partake in 

the activities.  Hopefully, they won the grand prizes, and had a great time.  

We are expecting a report at the July meeting of the trip. 

     We had our 5th Ride All Alabama led by Rick and Laura Brothers.  The 

trip started here in Etowah County and visited counties west of us.  

Although I ended up working that weekend, I heard how beautiful the trip 

was.  The next Ride All Alabama will be led by Harold and Shari Emery on 

the 18th of July.  It will be an all day ride with us ending up eating at El 

Tapatio.  I would like to thank the entire ride leaders so far for doing a 

wonderful job on making this happen.   

     The 2nd Hamburger Run will be the 25th of this month with a scenic ride 

over Lookout Mountain.  The food there is excellent and the fellowship is 

grand.  Come be a part of this and eat a great burger.  

     In August, we have the southern picnic at Tannelhill.  Last year it was 

hot and probably won’t be any different this year.  Please check the ride 

schedule for details about the ride.  August looks to be a very busy month 

with quite a few rides and activities.  Please come and be part of this. 

     Parking Lot Practice:  August is 2-up parking lot practice.  Please come as 

a couple to this. Afterwards, we are going on a great ride then to the 

monthly meeting.  Please come and make a day of it.  It will be awesome. 

      I am not one to express my views about too much in fear of offending 

people, but these last few days has really bothered me.  The 4th of July is a 

celebration of independence in which brave men and women gave the 

ultimate sacrifice for the good of the country.  We have people defending 

our freedom and empowering others to be free abroad leaving their 

families here to struggle.  I did not see any coverage of fireworks 

anywhere.  What a shame. 

 

 Page 1:  Cover Page Page 4  – District Articles 

Page 2:  Educator’s News Page 6 – Member Submissions 
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CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

TEAM (GROUP) RIDING 

(Part 5) 

C.B. RADIOs 

C.B. radio channel utilization for motorcycles varies state by state throughout the country.  The entire team should be 

briefed on what channel will be used, and any alternates, before a ride begins.  The C.B. is a very useful and important 

tool in team rides.  In addition to information regarding road surfaces, hazards, pit stops, etc., the C.B. provides effective 

group coordination between the teams, and communications between all Road Captains.  Any time you are “off the 

radio”, it is best to inform the FD and BD, however, BE ALERT FOR HAND SIGNALS.  Team members should refrain from 

monopolizing the radio channels or excessive idle chatter. 

TRANSMITTING 

Listen before you push the transmitter button.  Don’t “step on” and block another rider’s transmission.  Important group 

and team safety information could be blocked in this manner. 

VOICE TECHNIQUE 

Some C.B. radio installations, radio signal propagation, and certain microphones can distort voices.  Some C.B. operators 

seem to think that if they yell, their transmission will be heard better and farther!  That is absolutely not true.  In fact, 

yelling into the microphone will cause further distortion of the voice and make it almost impossible to understand.  

Speak into the microphone slowly and distinctly with normal volume.  Also, pause briefly after pressing the microphone 

button before speaking. 

MALFUNCTIONING C.B. 

If your C.B. is malfunctioning, do not transmit.  If you are the FD or the BD, give up that position to another qualified 

rider.  A bad C.B. transmitter is worse than none at all. 

COURTESY 

Much can be said for courtesy on the radio.  Simple courtesy, like refraining from the use of profanity on the C.B. is 

appreciated by everyone.  Contrary to popular opinion, it is OK to use your name and bike position when you 

communicate on the radio.  Those in your team who are not frequent team riders may not recognize your voice. 

BIKES WITHOUT C.B.’S 

Bikes without C.B. radios should be put in the middle of each team.  The BD should brief all riders without a C.B. on team 

riding hand signals.  The BD and the FD, addition to using the C.B. for information and instruction, will also use hand 

signals for the benefit of bikes without C.B.’s and to provide visual confirmation. 

EMERGENCIES 

If an accident or emergency should occur, consider all options and priorities.  First, secure the accident site making 

certain to provide as safe an environment as possible for those attending to the accident scene.  Then treat the injured.  

Attempt to contact help by C.B., cellular phone, pay phone, or send someone for help.  Stay with the injured.  If no one is 

hurt, try to clear the roadway, and sure everyone knows wheat is going on.  Additionally, on an accident scene, someone 
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should monitor oncoming traffic in both directions.  Every team should work out in advance, a procedural plan to be 

followed in case of an emergency.  If someone disappears from a formation, gets injured or sick, the entire team may 

choose (depending upon their “Plan for Emergency”) to continue to an appropriate place then stop and wait until that 

rider and bike is taken care of.  The BD will stop with the bike in trouble and communicate with the FD. 

 

CONSIDERATION 

Finally, an important part of any team ride is consideration.  Have consideration for all members of all teams.  Always 

give consideration to the other vehicles on the road.  Even more important, have consideration for your own safety and 

the team.  Have consideration for your own capabilities, skills, health, physical fitness, and feelings.   Never drive beyond 

your comfort level!  Enjoy your Team Riding, and be careful! 

This concludes the articles taken from the TEAM RIDING MANUAL.  If you have any questions, please see your CHAPTER 

EDUCATOR.  If there is anyone who does not have a TEAM RIDING MANUAL, please see your Chapter Educator at the 

next meeting. 

 

 

FROM THE ACD… 

Hello Everyone 

                   We have just returned from the Georgia rally where we had a wonderful time! Bill & Betty Livingston and the 

rest of the Georgia staff did a great job in putting this rally on. The talent show on Friday night was awesome! We are 

amazed at how much talent is in this organization. We don't where these people come up with the ideas for the skits that 

they put on, but we are glad they find them somewhere because they are very entertaining. Thank you Bill & Betty and the 

Georgia staff for a fun weekend. Next up on the calendar is Wing Ding in Tulsa Ok. We are not going to be able to make it 

this year, so everyone have some fun for us while you are there. Also please be safe on the trip out there and back. 

Hopefully next year we will be able to attend. After you return home it will be time for the Tn/Al BIG HAMBURGER RUN. 

There are details on the Al web site or you may contact us. Hope everyone has a safe Fourth of July holiday and 

remember to Share The Road. 

 

 

Ride Aware 
Terry & Barbie 
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News from the District: 

Welcome to summer in Alabama, it is here with a vengeance. I guess I am getting paid back for all the times I said I was 

tired of riding in Cold Weather gear. It is time for early morning and late evening rides. Instead of dinner rides we can do 

breakfast rides and of course the evening ride will have to be before Dairy Queen closes. 

Since the last Article we went to a Poker Run with Chapter N, great ride along the Tennessee River and through the 

Guntersville State Park. The weather was nice and we got to see some old friends. Afterward we all went to the Dairy 

Queen, I know that is hard to believe, but we did. 

     Chapter T did it again, what a great Fun Day. They had several Chapters that showed up and they came from the Gulf 

to the Tennessee line. They had lots of door prizes and the entertainment was what is now expected at Chapter T, Fun 

and surprising, they even had people that came back from the dead. We had so much stress from the fun and 

anticipation of the Fun Day; we had to stop at Sonic (we could not find a Dairy Queen) for ice cream and milk shakes to 

settle us down. 

     Anita and Sierra (our youngest granddaughter) went to another great Rally orchestrated by Bill and Betty (Betsy) 

Livingston and the Georgia Staff. Alabama came home with Largest District, three out of four of the money give a ways, 

several plaques for first and second places in Best Costume, dressed, bike shows to include lighted, and memories they 

won’t forget. Great job Georgia. 

     All please help the Membership Enhancement Coordinator’s in the Chapter to see if you can help them with calling 

old and new members to welcome them into GWRRA and help them stay in touch with the old members. If you do not 

have a MEC please help the Chapter Director talk with members. There is a report due in to Dewey and Alice on the 10th 

of each month and we need to make sure it gets turned in even if it is a “we have nothing to report” so we know who 

has looked at their lists. 

     The flyer for the 2010 Rally is almost complete and we will ask John to put it on the web site http://rally.alabama-

gwrra.org/ as soon as Tammy gets finished finishing it, she had too much fun with this and when you see it I think you 

will agree. She does really good work when I don’t help. 

I am ready to pack for Wing Ding but Anita won’t let me, she says we have plenty of time and I am ready to go today. 

Hope to see all of you that show up. Please stop by the ticket sales table and say HI, even if you cannot or do not want to 

work. We have ticket sales all day on Thursday. 

     Please don’t forget the picnic at Tannehill State Park on the 8th of August from 10:00 until 2:00 and it will be $5.00 per 

person. We will provide all the food except desserts, if you have some please bring them with you. CDs, please bring 

some door prizes with you. We had a great turn out in the south and are looking for a bunch at Tannehill. 

 

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they Military, Law 

Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 
The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 

 

Please ride Safe and Often, 

Roy and Anita Fosnight 

AL District Directors 
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If you don’t like the weather in Alabama just wait a few days it will change. Well it did. The days went from 

mild to wild and now just plain HOT. If any of you get out to ride please do so with the weather in mind. Take 

rain gear and plenty of drinking water. Ride in the morning and stop in the early afternoon. Take frequent 

breaks and cool down. Use cool vests if you have them or use cooling mist sprayers. If riding in a group or with 

just another person or couple watch out for each other. Heat related problems can happen before we realize 

it. 

 We attended the Georgia District Rally and had a wonderful time. Weather was good and got to ride 

some really good roads. Gail and I attended several seminars and helped judge some of the competitions. 

Great Rally.  

 The Alabama District did well at closing ceremonies. Members from Chapters B and W took home 

money as well as the better half of the Alabama District Director. Congratulations to all.  There was also a 

change in District Directors for Georgia. Bill and Betty Livingston, who were the District Directors, are ready to 

just” JAM.”  Carlos and Dee Lozano are the new Directors for Georgia. We want to congratulate them their 

new staff as they take over the Georgia District. 

The 4th of July is just around the corner. Be safe as you travel and enjoy the holiday.  

 

The more you know the better it gets 

Robert & Gail Brown 

Alabama Assistant District Directors   Central Alabama 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Happy Birthday to: Nancy Follett  July 1 
   Laura Brothers  July 8 
   Melissa Ratledge  July 11 
   Barbie Cleveland  July 12 
   Dewey Cole  July 21 
   Sammy Conn  July 22 
   Kerry Wilson  July 25 
     
Happy Anniversary to: Kerry and Joyce Wilson July 1 
   Benny and Dianne Harris July 15 
   Jim and Linda Zabler July30 
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Ride Alabama 

Our ride schedule allowed for a six week break between the 4th and 5th ride.  This schedule break was 

timed perfectly, given that the South experienced a very wet spring – it rained every weekend.  With 

the wet season behind us, our 5th ride in late June began at the Etowah County Courthouse, located 

in the city of Gadsden, which is the home of Chapter N.  Our coordinators for this ride were the 2005 

Alabama District Couple of the Year – Rick and Laura Brothers.  Now, let us tell you readers about 

the county of Etowah and the city of Gadsden.  The name Etowah is from the Cherokee Indian 

language, which means “edible tree”.  Noccalula Falls Park is located in this county.  This natural 

wonder features a 90-foot waterfall named for Noccalula, a young Cherokee maiden who plunged to 

her untimely death rather than forsake her true love.   A visit to this park will prove to be a most 

worthwhile experience.  During the Christmas season the falls glow with thousands of lights.  This 

park is the beginning point of the Lookout Mountain Parkway, which is a scenic 100-mile ride ending 

in Chattanooga TN.  The historic downtown Gadsden was recently renovated to its original luster.  

Renovation of the downtown area has been Alabama’s most successful Main Street Project.  Some 

chapter members can remember walking Main Street as small children after the stores were closed, 

just watching their mothers “window shopping” for the fashions of the coming season.  After smiling 

for the picture, fourteen members rode north a short 25 miles into the county of Cherokee and to the 

courthouse in Centre, Alabama.  Cherokee County is nestled in the quiet countryside of northeast 

Alabama.  One can witness a spectacular sunrise here over Weiss Lake, see wild turkeys while riding 

around Little River Canyon, and experience a breathtaking sunset from atop Lookout Mountain.  After 

a photo, we continued our ride southeast on scenic Highway 9 and into Cleburne County.  This 

county was named for Patrick Ronayne Cleburne, a Confederate Major General, and a large portion 

of the county is part of the Talladega National Forest.  The Cleburne County Courthouse dates back 

to 1907 and is located in the small city of Heflin.   After a photo and a few minutes of absorbing the 

history of this beautiful building, we rode on to the city of Anniston.  Anniston, Alabama, is the site of 

the Calhoun County Courthouse.  Here we found another old, but beautiful 1900’s building of the 

Renaissance architectural style.  Calhoun County is best known for Mount Cheaha, the highest 

elevation in Alabama.  After this stop and a lunch break, it was on to St Clair County and to the 

courthouse in Pell City.  St Clair County is the only county in Alabama with more than one county 

seat, with courthouses located in Pell City and Ashville.  Due to major construction at the Ashville site, 

we chose to take our picture in Pell City.  We concluded our group ride at this point to ride our 

separate ways home.  Note: Our perfect day was almost perfect, no rain, but we did experience 97 

degree heat.  
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CHAPTER RETENTION 

A Chapter’s retention efforts should be firmly focused on the new and inactive Member instead of the 

expired Member. 

The Chapter Director and the Chapter staff are the most important part of a Member’s decision to stay with 

GWRRA or to leave.  The Chapter Director who encourages fun and friendliness and also participation will 

help his Chapter grow.   

Make sure as many Members as possible enjoy a great GWRRA experience which will increase our overall 

retention. 

EVERY MEMBER MATTERS! 

Nothing makes a Member, old or new feel more important and accepted than when they have a chance to 

contribute their ideas.  Make all Members feel welcome.  Participation is the answer to having FUN.  Get 

everyone involved.  Our motto is Fun for Friends, Safety & Knowledge. 

EVERY MEMBER MATTERS,  

Dewey & Alice Cole 

Alabama District Recruiting & Retention Coordinators   

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU 
    

"On Wed June 17th at 9AM at Sarah's Cafe on Hwy 278, there was a CPR Class conducted by John Hamlin of 

the Marshall Medical EMS, out of Guntersville, for 12 Chapter N members.  Those present include:  Jim & 

Linda Z; Dewey & Alice C; Richard & Sue W; Gerald & Debbie R; Butch & Diane H; Jimmy & JoAnn L.  This 

course will now allow them to update their R/E Level and also, if need be, help their fellow riders if something 

was to happen to one of them while out riding.  Congratulations to all of you for a done well done.   I would be 

re-missed if I didn't mention the name of the person who was responsible for putting this all together for 

us, thank you so very much Debbie Russell." 

 

Jim & Linda Zabler  

AL-N Chapter Educators  

AL-N Chapter Couple 2008 
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6th All Alabama Ride 

Shelby, Coosa, Tallapoosa, Chambers, Randolph, Clay, Talladega Counties 

Our 6th all counties ride is an all day ride covering the above 7 counties from courthouse to courthouse.  This is a 300 

mile/8-9 hour route.  This time allows for a 15 minute stop at each courthouse, refueling stops, and lunch.  Dinner is 

planned at El Tapatio’s 3514 Rainbow Dr, Rainbow City (256-442-2288).      

Ride date & departure time:  18 July @ 7:30 AM  

Departure location: Ashville Jack’s (located @ the intersection of 231/I-59)      

Ride Coordinator & Road Captain:  Harold & Shari Emery 

Ride Route as follows:   

 From Ashville we will ride US-321 south to Harpersville, continue south on    AL-25 to the Shelby County 
Courthouse located at 112 N. Main St, Columbiana.   

 From Columbiana we will ride AL-25, I-65, US-31, & AL-22 to the Coosa County Courthouse located at 1 Main St, 
Rockford.   

 From Rockford we will ride AL-22, US-280, AL-49 to the Tallapoosa County Courthouse located at 125 N. 
Broadnax St, Dadeville.  

 From Dadeville we will ride US-280, AL-50, US-431 to the Chambers County Courthouse located at Court Square, 
Lafayette.   

 From Lafayette we will ride US-431 to the Randolph County Courthouse located at 1 Main St., Wedowee.   

 From Wedowee we will ride AL-48, AL-9 to the Clay County Courthouse located at 20 1st St N. Ashland.  

 From Ashland we will ride AL-77 to the Talladega County Courthouse located at 1 Court St, Talladega.   

 From Talladega we will ride AL-77 to Rainbow City for dinner 
 
 
 

Goodbye – we will miss you… 
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A PRE-RIDE EXPERIENCE 

 

Having a free weekend and knowing my Ride All Alabama was coming up in August, Leslie and I set off to pre-ride this 

ride.  Here are a few notes and highlights: 

1)  A pre-ride is a great idea.  It is very easy to get turned around.  Also knowing where to park the bike and 

discovering landmarks will make things easier. 

2) Have patience when doing this.  Being the male and thinking I know it all about ride planning; it doesn’t help 

when I keep getting lost and making wrong turns.   

3) Having my companion on the back kept me calm and focused.  Also, good conversation made the ride much 

more enjoyable. 

4) Knowing the route will make the ride with the group much more enjoyable.  Even though I have it down in my 

head for now, I will use all tools at my discretion to make sure this works including maps, gps, and help from 

the others. 

 

We left on Friday after work and make it to Opelika after eating a terrible Chinese dinner in Alexander City (City 

Buffet).  We moved on and got a room and settled in for the evening.  After a nice rest, we rode to the 1st courthouse, 

a magnificent building that was a nice surprise.   Next the journey turned ugly for a while.  After taking the wrong 

road, we ended up on 431 (not suppose to happen).  After going the wrong way, we turned around and made it to 

Phoenix City and then to Georgia.  Oops, not suppose to do that.  We headed back and finally got close.  After asking 

directions, we pulled out the GPS.   Also, after looking at the maps, we figured out the best path to go and tried it.   

The trip then became quite a bit easier to Tuskegee, Union Springs, and then to Clayton.  The roads are nice and the 

countryside is beautiful. The next hiccup was in Enterprise where the light just wouldn’t change.  The ride to Dothan 

was easy and then to Geneva.  That was a very nice and relaxing courthouse.  There we moved on and Andalusia was 

a challenge.  The rest was easy and will be a fun ride with many views and attractions.  It will be a fun overnight trip.  

More details about lodging and departure will follow. 

 
 
 

 

 


