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Notes from Bryan and Leslie 
Hello and welcome my friends.  May has come and gone with way too 

much rain.  But in the end, we had a great Poker Run even though we did 

not give too much notice.  Based on that fact, Next year, mark your 

calendar for May 22nd.  Call all your friends that ride and help make next 

year really special.   

I had the opportunity of spending a couple of hours with 4 of the kids at 

the Ogden House.  These were human beings that are on a very rough road 

and have needs.  Thanks to all of those who work at the Ogden House and 

give of themselves to help others.  After Saturday, I benefited more than I 

would have thought possible. 

We had a sensational Ride All Alabama led by Jimmy and Jo Ann LaRue.  

They did a great job of knowing where to go, nice scenic roads, and the 

weather was sensational.  This next month, Rick and Laura Brothers have a 

route planned out for the 27th.  More details to follow. 

We had a dinner ride to Parkside in Baileytown.  Live music along with 

good food and great company made for a really nice evening.  Being the 

lone rider in the bunch, I ran home in the rain with Gerald watching my 

back; Thanks Gerald.  On the 22nd, we enjoyed ice cream at Hokes Bluff 

Sonic .  Can’t go wrong with Ice Cream.  

I will not be there for the monthly meeting due to the wedding of my 

daughter.  It has been a long time coming and looking forward to a 

beautiful ceremony.  Gerald or Terry will handle the meeting.  June has 

several good rides coming up.  Check the schedule for the list of events. 

 

 

Page 1:  Cover Page Page 4  – District Articles 

Page 2:  Educator’s News Page 6 – Member Submissions 
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CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER 

TEAM (GROUP) RIDING 

(Part 4) 

STOPPING AT A STOP SIGN 

When stopping at a stop sign, the team should come to a stop in a compressed staggered formation as described in last 

month article.  The FD should wait until the team is stopped before proceeding.  When the FD determines that the 

intersection is clear, he/she should proceed through the intersection (either straight through or by executing the 

appropriate turn).  Bike #2 must then decide, ON THEIR OWN, when to proceed following the FD.  Each successive bike 

will in turn approach the intersection and choose the safe opportunity to enter the intersection.  At no time should the 

team attempt to enter the intersection as a group or in pairs.  Each rider must be responsible for their action at each 

intersection. 

TURNING AT AN INTERSECTION 

Although it is best if each team member remains in their respective lane position throughout the arc of the turn (unless 

a single-file formation has been signaled by the FD)  riders must plan for and provide a space cushion sufficient to allow 

a team member the full use of the lane if necessary. 

NARROWING HIGHWAY 

When approaching a narrow portion of the highway, such as a construction zone or bridge, the FD will announce “single 

file” on the C.B. in addition to giving the appropriate hand signal.  All bikes in the group should, after individually 

signaling to the riders behind, transition from the staggered formation to single file increasing the spacing to allow for a 

minimum 2 second following distance to the preceding bike. 

HILLS 

If a hill is encountered such that it is impossible to see oncoming traffic, the FD will give C.B. and hand signals for single 

file.  Starting with the FD, each rider will transition to the center of the lane (increasing the spacing to all for a minimum 

2 second following distance to the preceding bike, until the group reaches the top of the and can see the oncoming 

traffic.  The FD will then give the signal to resume staggered formation. 

CURVES 

Prior to a team entering a curve, the entire team should automatically transition into a single-file-pick-your-own-lane 

formation for three reasons: 

1. Increased visibility through the curve from the perspective of seeing through the curve as well as being seen 
while in the curve. 

2. Allows the use of the full lane width by each team member providing a safe area to the right of the center lane 
for avoidance of any oncoming vehicle which may stray across the road and allowing each team member to use 
the outside-inside-outside path of travel. 

3. Increase the safety margin as most debris or edge drops are along the “outside” edge of the road. 
 

CHANGE OF SPEED 

When it becomes necessary to increase or decrease the team’s speed, the FD will call for and give the appropriate hand 

signal.  This signal and all other hand signals should be passed on by every member of the team. 

 

OBSTACLE 

Any team member who observes a pothole or other obstacle in the road should use the appropriate hand signal to alert 

the following team members of the obstacle. 
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PARKED CARS 

When entering a town where cars are parked along the side of the street, the FD may signal for single-file.  The team 

should then transition to the left portion of the lane and proceed very carefully, being alert for children, “toys”, or 

animals that may appear from between parked cars. 

Also, watch vehicle tail lights, front wheels, and drivers for “hints” that a vehicle is going to back up, stop or its driver 

might be opening his door to get out of his vehicle. 

 

ENTERING A PARKING LOT 

The team should assume a single file formation behind the FD.  If necessary, the FD will “loop” the parking lot seeding an 

area large enough for the whole team to park side by side.  All team members should remain in single file at or near the 

entrance, but off the road to avoid obstructing the flow of traffic, until the FD locates suitable space for all. 

If the FD determines there is insufficient space for all team members to park at one location, the FD should signal this to 

the team and each team member should seek their own parking spot. 

 

BE INFORMED 

Members of the team can never be “over informed”.  The Road Captains should always keep their teams informed 

about the destination, routes, possible problems, and change in plans, etc.  Team members should also inform the Road 

Captains of any hazards they may see, problems with the bike, changes in physical condition, or if they need to stop for 

any reason. 

To Be Continued………………… 

 

FROM THE ACD… 

Hello everyone, 

       We had a great time at the south picnic, even though our time there was cut short by family matters back home. It 

was good to see all of our friends. We hope to get to see everyone again soon. Now a little bit about Motorist Awareness. 

About 3/4 of motorcycle accidents involve another motor vehicle. Two-thirds of these accidents were caused by the 

motorist failing to yield the right of way. The most common reason given by the motorist is, “I didn't see the motorcycle". 

There are several things we as motorcyclists can do to help to be seen, such as, wearing bright colors, riding with your 

headlight on bright beam during the day, installing a headlight modulator on your bike, to name a few. But also we can 

educate the motorist. When ever or where ever you may be, ask someone “Have you seen a motorcycle today". Whatever 

the answer is ask them to look for another one. Then maybe one day no one will be able to say “I didn't see the 

motorcycle". 

  
Ride Aware 
Terry & Barbie 
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News from the District: 

Welcome to the monsoons. We are working on rain 5 weekends in a row. June is coming fast and with it a full 

calendar of events for all who would like to ride and be entertained. There are Fun Days, Poker Runs, Rallies 

and all within 200 miles of most of us. Please check the calendar and plan to go and make new friends and get 

re acquainted with old ones. 

The South Carolina Rally was a great time for all. We had a tire mess up on the way home and was saved by 

Buddy and Kim Summer, SC ADD’s and just wonderful people. They rode 5 hours to get a tire for us and Gene 

Olsen of the Myrtle Beach Chapter  sat around on a Sunday waiting to open his shop so we could change it (he 

did ALL the work). They would not let us reimburse them for anything so we at least got to buy them dinner. 

We had a Great time and met a lot of wonderful people. A special Thank you to the folks that hung around the 

Comfort Inn & Suites with us. 

The South picnic went really good thanks to Chapter L (Paul, the Cook, and Gladys, the Ambassador, Luker) 

and all the folks who attended. We had a total of 93 from 12 Chapters, A, B, F, G, J, L, M, N, T, U, W and Y. 

Chapter J had the largest crowd and Roy and Diane had to leave early to go to the beach for their Anniversary. 

We had several door prizes and 4 watermelons that would fit in the box on the bike; we even gave away a 

gallon of baked beans (before anyone says anything they were in the can). 

Thanks to all and we are really looking forward to seeing all of you out on the road. 

Please remember that Freedom isn’t Free and remember our folks who are in Harm’s Way, be they 

Military, Law Enforcement, EMTs or Firemen. 

The next time you think about riding, call a friend, they are probably thinking the same thing. 

Please ride Safe and Often, 

Roy and Anita Fosnight 

AL District Directors 
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How many motorcycles do you see and what are they wearing?  As I was working the week before Memorial 

Day there were more motorcycles, on the road, than one person could count. They ranged from scooters to 

touring bikes. Young people to one couple that shall we say “Well past Gray”. The tag was from another state. 

As I followed the older couple I noticed that they were in all the proper riding gear. As they made their way 

down the freeway he was watching traffic and positioned himself to be seen. You could tell that they had been 

riding for many years. I wondered about them. How many years have they ridden and what things have they 

seen? How much longer will they be able to ride?  

The point to all of this is, Get out and ride. Ride with your GW friends or take a trip with the wife, girlfriend or 

your significant other.  Make memories that will last a life time. Enjoy the time you have to ride.  

I hope everyone had an enjoyable and safe Memorial Day. Check the District website for all that is happening 

in June. There are Chapter Fun Days and the Georgia District Rally is this month. Gail and I will try and make as 

much as we can and we look forward to seeing all of you. 

The more you know the better it gets 

Robert & Gail Brown 

Alabama Assistant District Directors   Central Alabama 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  
 
Happy Birthday to: Rick Brothers  June 8 
   Terry Cleveland  June 9 
   Kenneth Blansit  June 16 
   Faye Simpson  June 18 
   Joyce Wilson  June 23 
   Gary Luther  June 25 
     
Happy Anniversary to: Wayne and Liz Gargus June 11 
 
 

MIND BENDER ð Answers from the May Newsletter 

1.  Who set the record for fastest motorcycle and at what speed?  

 Dave campos set the record for fastest motorcycle at 322.87 MPH 

2. What is/was the fastest airplane and at what speed did it reach?  

 Lockheed's SR-71 Blackbird, piloted by Eldon Joersz achieved 2,194 MPH in 1976. 

3.   Who was the fastest man on a bicycle and at what speed?  

 Fred Rompelberg pedaled 167.04 MPH 

4.   What was the fastest car and what speed was it clocked? 

 The ThrustSSC powered by a turbofan, clocked a speed of 760,343 MPH in 1997. 
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 “RETENTION” 

We want to say THANKS to our District Directors for a wonderful South Picnic.  The food was delicious and 

the fellowship could not have been better.  It was a beautiful day! 

Following Recruiting is RETENTION, and that is the important part, because it means (1) to Keep (2) to Keep 

in Mind and (3) to Remember. 

Robert & Gail Brown wrote an article about “FIRST TIMERS”.  In their article they said to remember, first 

impressions are sometimes the deciding factor if new members will return.  When visitors show up at our 

meeting make them feel welcome.  Make them feel they are a part of our group.  Make sure they are added 

to the chapter E-mail list for future rides and events.  Let them know they are welcome. 

Robert & Gail also said to not let our “First Timers” become “Last Timers”.  Help them become “Old Timers” 

like many of us in GWRRA. 

Remember:  EVERY MEMBER COUNTS 

Dewey & Alice Cole 

Alabama District Recruiting & Retention Coordinators 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FOR SALE BY OWNER 

 
1996 1500 SE White/gray - 34,000 miles; CB Radio; Safety Chrome 
 PRICE:  $8700 
 CONTACT: 256-302-3760 Mike Weaver 
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Hello to our Fellow Wingers; 

 Corky and I have been pretty busy these past 30 days.  We were invited to the first meeting of Chapter W as 

they started off, once again, with new leadership.  Their new CD is Mack &  Renee McInnis.  The Chapter met at the 

Catfish Junction Restaurant where Mack and Renee led us all through a wonderful time.  The dragon costume Mack 

wore was a great icebreaker in getting the gathering started the way they wanted to head.  Nice Job Mack & Renee.  

There were at least 20 members there with an additional 6 members from Chapter Fl-1Q of Milton, Florida rooting them 

on.  We all had a good time.    

 Chapters G and U teamed up to lead the Chitlin Parade in Clio, Al.  If you have never tried Chitlins, attend the 

parade/festival next year with us.  I’m sure you’ll have an opinion of them!!!  Matter of fact, most of us took off from the 

Chitlin Fest to another restaurant for some NORMAL food!!  This one time we didn’t ride to eat.   

 What a great ride to the Southern Alabama District Pic Nic?  Chapter G started with 10 bikes and arrived with 9!  

However, we came back with 10.  I don’t know the total number of members in attendance, but there were a lot and the 

weather cooperated.  Corky got a chance to use her new water-cooled vest.  It pumps cold water from a cooler thru to 

her vest and back!!  She likes it.   

 If you have never been to a Fudpuckers Restaurant you must plan on doing so.  Chapter G took a ride there on 

May 16th.  Not only is the food great, but the one we went to, had sooooo many things to do and see.  You can even PET 

Alligators.  And the ride???  Especially along the coast was scenic and refreshing.   

 We also attended Chapter gatherings at U and G.  Always a great time to be had there. 

 As always we have a story to tell!  On our return trip from Fudpuckers we found the 60% chance of rain forecast 

for the weekend!  The normal 10-minute ride on our 1.5 mile long Alabama Red Clay Road turned out to be over 45 

minutes long!!!  Because it was supposed to rain over the weekend, our Road Commissioner decided to finally repair, on 

Thursday and Friday, the damage to our road we received during the flood about 2 months ago.  While we were gone on 

our all day ride we received 2.1 inches of rain.  Well????  Corky made it through with very little problems on her trike, 

but me, NOT SO LUCKY.  I dropped my Ride three times, and you all know how hard it is to pick up an 1800 on pavement.  

Try it in the rain in about 3 inches of mud that is a thick and slippery as peanut butter.  I’m writing this three days later 

and am still tired!!!!  If it hadn’t been for Corky being there I’d still be out there.  Her help in lifting my bike was VERY 

instrumental every time.  Especially with the last one were it was completely over on its side, sloping down hill and I was 

tired as h--- from trying to keep the bike up for so long.  I had to stop walking my ride between my legs and rest a bunch 

of times.  The mud packed up so much and hard that the rubber portion of the extended mud flaps on the front fenders 

were forced off!!!  Corky had leaves and sticks packed in her frond fender as well.  It took me all day Sunday to get them 

ALMOST cleaned up!  Sill more to get done.  I’m not doing this again.  If it rains when we are gone again, we are coming 

to you’re house for the rest of the weekend, K??   

 OK, once again, that’s it for now.  Ride as often as possible, and make it safe. 

Remember;  “Keep The Rubber Down, I Works Best That Way” 

Ron and Corky Alexander 

SAADD 
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 Recounting Bryan’s Mystery Ride 

May 24th, 2000 

As usual, the ride stated a few minutes late, but that worked very well. Time was taken to watch the storms in the 

distance and see which way they were moving.  We took off going east and quickly turned north.  The next 10 miles 

along county route 4 was awesome ridge running. We turned and eventually ended up on 56 then to 227.  We took 227 

thru Geraldine and down to South Sauty.  People were out in their boats, kids swimming and the sun beating down.  

What a nice relaxing ride.   

After crossing 35 near section, we climbed the mountain on Route 40 and what an awesome road. A newly paved road, 

Route 30 showed us a spectacular view and allowed a smooth ride.   Before dropping down off the mountain, we 

stopped on the side of the road to look at the valley and lookout mountain in the distance. What an awesome and 

beautiful part of the state.   

The ride down the mountain was sweet and fun going through some nice curves and ended up at the bottom.  I made 

the decision to turn left and climb the mountain to Mentone. I can understand the attraction of this small town.  It is a 

wonderful experience riding about Mentone and visiting the shops. A stop was made with a souvenir purchased along 

the way.   Resuming the trip, we crossed into Georgia and down to Menlo.  There we hit the only rain. We took a right 

going south and quickly left the rain (about 2 minutes) and the road dried after only 2 miles. 

This turn took us thru a valley that was incredible.  Beautiful farms and slow winding road allowed the speed to drop to 

40 just for the view.  After the road ended, we took a left and ended up north of Cedar Bluff.  Riding thru this town, it 

was nearly decided to stop at Fibbers but the urge was overcome. Taking Route 9 south, the next destination was 

Piedmont.  Stopping here for a diet coke and some crackers, the sky look ominous and the trip was quickly resumed 

heading west on 278.  You could see the storm to the south but we quickly got around it driving in sunshine all the way 

back. The trip was over 230 miles but seemed to fly by.  

For those who couldn’t make it, let’s plan on doing this again.  We saw several  bluffs, lakesides, and long country roads. 

The view of cows, horses, alpacas, in the beautiful farms makes one realize the beauty this state holds. 

%ÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 

It is difficult to think of something that needs to be said each month.  This is one of those times!  Due to 

personal and family obligations, we have not been able to participate as much during the last month.  

7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ɀ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȦ  !Ó ) ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÏÕs articles together this month, I 

ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÌÅÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ%ÄÉÔÏÒȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȭ ÂÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ "ÒÙÁÎȭÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÂÏÖÅȟ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÊÕÓÔ Á ×ÏÒÄ 

ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ  "ÒÙÁÎ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ ÓÏÍÅ #$ȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÈÉÍ ɀ extremely busy with life!  He 

works harÄ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÊÏÂȟ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɀ like the wedding 

planned for the month.  I understand that when he took on the role of CD, he relayed his many 

obligations, but with no other person willing to serve, took on the responsibility.  I for one would like to 

ÓÁÙ Á ÂÉÇ Ȭ4(!.+ 9/5ȭ ÔÏ "ÒÙÁÎȢ  $ÏÅÓ ÈÅ ÍÁËÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȩ  .Ï ɀ but we should not 

expect that of him or any other volunteer in this organization.  But he does take his responsibility 

seriously, very often riding a long way after guard duty to meet with us ɀ ×ÈÅÎ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ 

go home for some R & R.  Are any of us able to make every meeting or activity?  No ɀ but when we have 

volunteers like Bryan, who do all they can for our Chapter, we need to support him and our Chapter every 

time we are able.  Thanks for listening ɀThe Conns 
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Mark your calendars for the following events: 

Note: Door prizes for the monthly gatherings are now being purchased from Chapter funds. 

Wednesday of every week, 7:30 AM - Breakfast at Sara’s Café, 4130 US 278, Walnut Grove, AL.  Come join in the fun and 

ride afterwards, if the weather is good. 

Friday, June 5, 2009 – Gadsden’s “First Friday” event.  Gadsden barricades Broad Street downtown and has bands, 

antique cars, lots of food and of course motorcycles.  You can come and go at your leisure, there is no formal layout.  

Most people start coming in from 5:30 to 6:00 and leave around 9:00.  This may be something we would want to do to 

have fun and promote membership in Chapter N. 

Saturday, June 6, 2009, 10 AM to 2 PM - /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ έ.ƭŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘέ Cǳƴ 5ŀȅΣ at Brookwood Elem. School Gym, 

16049 Highway 216, Brookwood, AL Chapter-T Band and Actors – New and Old Friends – Door Prizes, 50/25/25, Cold 

Drinks, Hot Lunches, Admission $10 – Benefiting Eldridge Children’s Home Contact Frank Teasley. 

Terry Cleveland will lead the group leaving Kangaroo’s in Attalla at 9:00 and meet others at the Springville Chevron at 

9:30. 

Saturday, June 6, 2009 - Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, at Ala Hwy 77 & US 411 in Rainbow City, AL.  Eat at 5 PM 

and a short meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE: Seniors who order before 5PM can get the Senior Buffet which includes all 

bars for $5.49). 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009, 6:00 PM – Co-Rider Training Session, at Jim and Linda Zabler’s house.  This is for Riders and 

Co-Riders.  There will be a DVD to watch and discussion afterwards.  Light refreshments will be served.  More details 

will follow. 

Thursday-Saturday June 11-13, 2009 - GA District Rally in Hiawassee, GA.  The theme is “A Journey Thru Time to the Old 

West, GOLD WING STYLE.” For complete rally information go to www.gwrra-ga.com.  Those planning to go will meet 

at the service station on the right at the intersection of US 411 & AL 68, Leesburg, AL on Thursday at 8:30 AM. 

Friday, June 19, 2009, 7:00PM - Ice cream at Sonic in Oneonta.  Come join everyone at Sonic Drive In at 1500 2nd 

Avenue East (AL 75), Oneonta, AL.   

Saturday, June 20, 2009, 9:00AM  - Jim Zabler has a PLP (Parking Lot Practice) session planed at Bethel Baptist Church 

parking lot, 87927 US 278, Snead, AL.  The church is located east of Snead’s crossroads between McDonalds/BP and Al 

& Mick’s BBQ.  It will last about 2 hrs.  There may be a ride afterwards. 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 ς Dinner ride to ????? Restaurant.  Place to be determined later. 

Saturday, June 27, 2009, - ¢ƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƻŦ άwƛŘŜ !ƭƭ !ƭŀōŀƳŀέ wƛŘŜǎΦ  Ride Coordinator & Road Captain:  Rick and Laura 

Brothers. Counties to Ride: Etowah, Cherokee, Cleburne, Calhoun and St. Clair.  The plan is to leave Saturday morning 

at ????? from ???????.  The ride should take about 4 hours plus time for rest stops and lunch.  Laura has arranged for 

a photographer friend to take a picture of the group at the Etowah County Courthouse and would like all Chapter 

members to be in the picture (time to be determined later).  Harold and Shari Emery are working to get a cover story 

in “Wing World” and a good picture would help.  More details to follow. 

 

http://www.alabama-gwrra.org/map.asp?q=16049+Highway+216,+Brookwood,+AL
mailto:Frank.Teasley@AlChapterTgwrra.org
http://www.gwrra-ga.com/
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Saturday, June 27, 2009 from 1:00PM to 5:00PM, - First Aid class at Hoover Fire Dept Station #7 in Inverness located at 

100 Inverness Parkway, Hoover, AL.  The instructor for the course will be George Duncan and will be assisted by 

personnel from Station #7.  The only charge for the class is $5.00 per person for administrative duties and the cards. 

Monday, June 29, 2009, 6:30 to 7:30PM - {ǘŀŦŦ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ wȅŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ .ƻŀȊΦ Participants and guest invited. 

Tuesday, June 30, 2009 – Ride to North Georgia.  For those not going to Wing Ding we have a ride tentatively planned.  

Terry Cleveland knows a great route through the hills of North Georgia.  This should be about a 4 to 5 hour ride from 

Gadsden.  More details to follow.  Come join in. 

Thursday-Sunday July 2-5, 2009 - Wing Ding #31 in Tulsa, OK “Cruising to the Pow Wow” is the theme to get in touch 

with the Native American Culture of the area.  For complete details, www.gwrra.org.  

Saturday, July 11, 2009 9:00 AM – Parking Lot Practice at North Glencoe Baptist Church.  Jim Zabler encourages us to 

brush-up on our slow speed riding skills.  Practice should last about 2 hours.  The Church is on US 431 South (1119 

Chastain Blvd.) in Glencoe, AL. 

Saturday, July 11, 2009 - Chapter Gathering at Western Sizzlin, at Ala Hwy 77 & US 411 in Rainbow City, AL.  Eat at 5 PM 

and a short meeting starts at 6 PM.  (NOTE: Seniors who order before 5PM can get the Senior Buffet which includes all 

bars for $5.49).  Date moved this month due to Wing Ding on the 1st Saturday. 
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