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Notes from Bryan and Leslie
April has come and gone and what has become a very difficult month by the

way it has ended. No matter has smooth the chapter is running, the passing
of someone in our family puts a cloud over everything.

Dorothy Glenn possessed the virtues that made her special. She was an
extremely giving lady who always greeted you with a smile. She had no
problem giving advice, in a kind and considerate way, and loved being with
our chapter. Even though George and Dorothy were in chapter D, they are
part of our family. Remember George and his family in your prayers during

Now lets look back at the month. We met at the Albertville sonic drive-in for
ice-cream. Strong storms had moved through the area but cleared up nicely.
It was a bit chilly.

We rode our 2™ Ride All Alabama ride thru the northwestern counties.

What a nice crowd we had. Bill and Deb Zetner did a great job leading us
through the wilderness to arrive back safe and sound in time for the
meeting. The meeting was short due to everyone being tired.

One event that happened that is always beneficial is our Parking Lot Practice.
We held it at Bethel Baptist Church on a cold blustery day. It was fun and
enjoyable. Several went that afternoon to Trenton to check out the Burger
run.

The 3™ Ride All Alabama was our first overnighter down to Mobile and 12 of
the southwestern counties. Amid the concerns of the long runs and

both days with everyone enjoying the ride. Please read the write-up later in
the newsletter.

Our 4™ Ride All Alabama is upon us and will be a great ride. Jimmy and
JoAnn Larue have pre-ridden the route and are ready for a great ride.
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Relaxing Run To The Bay

There are those who sit in a boat on top of the water waiting for a hungry fish to grab a lure.
Then there are groups who will spend a fortune to blend into the woodwork waiting on that
unsuspecting deer. While | have never tried either, | know there is no way | could have relaxed
and enjoyed my weekend any more than the overnight trip to Mobile.

It started out very early for some leaving their houses at 5 am to meet up at 6:15 for the pre-
ride meeting. Leaving out five minutes ahead of schedule, we started the trek. Picking up
Dewey and Alice in Southside and Bill and Deb in Ohatchee, a group of seven (7) bikes started
the journey.

Stopping first in Sylacauga, we started a thawing process with hot coffee and some brisk
hand warming. Once we looked up and saw Winston come rolling in, our leaving early put him
running to catch us. After a few laughs and some warm coffee, the trip south allowed us to
see some beautiful countryside and towns.

Having made it through Montgomery with little problems and traffic, we again stopped for
some fuel and drinks. Looking at the time taken versus the schedule planned, we were now
15 minutes ahead of schedule. Rolling out after 15 minutes, we stopped in a quiet peaceful
town of Hayneville. A beautiful old courthouse awaited us. After learning the town was
having an Earth-Day celebration and being invited to eat for free, we nicely turned them down
and left.

We made a nice roundtrip through Greenville and ate lunch at Burger King. There we were
joined by a couple from Georgia on their way to find their fortune in Bilouxi. They saw the
Goldwings and came on in. A very nice couple who we welcomed.

From there we moved on down picking up courthouses in Evergreen, Brewton, Bay Minette,
and Mobile. The only disappointment in courthouses was in Mobile. Frankly, it has no real
historical presence as others have.

We arrived at the hotel at 4 pm, two hours ahead of schedule. After some relaxing and
refreshing relaxation, we met at 5: 30 Herawewal ked
laughed and ate. | sat in the middle and would look around at the different conversations
going on. Not once did | see people looking bored and wanting to leave. The conversations
ranged for trips taken, grandbabies, weddings, and courthouses visited that day.

After dinner, most returned to the room while Terry and | took a trip around the bay. Terry
knows this area quite well, and | hate the though of not seeing the bay at night on a bike. We
rode for an hour and got back around 9. Thanks Terry.

The next morning everyone was suiting up for rain. Most everyone had their Frog Toggs on
ready to go. A couple of us put on rubber bottoms and chanced the rest. We made our way
up to Chatom thru some nice quiet roads. One thing we have learned, most counties are older
than the state. From there we trekked on to Grove Hill and then to Monroeville.

We found the courthouse in Monroeville especial/l
A Mockingbirdo i s from t hAldo,cavil veaare-anacments wereegbiegb r a t
on. We had to hold back f rhattetpwinthe wag St weenowedant h 6 s
The next bit of road was an unexpected surprise. The road from Monroeville to Selma has
sever al i YWbhat asnycé suoprise to twist and turn in south Alabama. No one expected
this and everyone seemed to enjoy it. The road was newly paved and a smooth ride.

Once thru Selma, we trekked on to Prattville. Our last stop of the day, the group got crazy
with the picture taking. | will leave this to your imagination. We fueled up by the interstate at
a crazy gas station.

We rode the interstate from Prattville to Clanton and jumped on 145. Once north of Pell City,
we encountered the first rain of the day. Driving through a light rain, we all made it to our
destinations safely. Again, we were two hours ahead of schedule getting home. | ended up
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with 800 miles for the round trip. Thanks to all who went, Terry for the fine job of leading the
group, and everyone for making this a very smooth trip. Listed below are some lessons
learned that | would like to share:

Lessons learned:

1. Running the speed limit takes the worry out of getting a ticket.

2. Running the speed limit keeps everyone together in a tight formation being a safer group.

3. Having enough stops planned into the schedule takes the worry out of unplanned stops
making the trip smoother and faster.

4. Knowing the route and a plan makes the trip flow pretty easy.

5. Running the back-roads is safer and almost as quick. Running 55 and 60 allows the bike to
get better gas mileage. | average almost 48 mpg.

6. 1 wish my wife could have gone. She is so busy with the wedding.

7. llove this chapter.

Note: The next Ride All Alabamaisthe 2" of May. We are meeting at Snead?d
am. Please plan on riding this. Jimmy and JoAnn have pre-ridden this route and ready to go.
After we ride, we will make the meeting.

By Bryan White, Chapter Director

IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY GLENN — We will miss you!




CHAPTER EDUCATOR CORNER

TEAM (GROUP) RIDING
(Part 3)
TEAM SEPARATION
Each team should be separated on the expressway or highway by no less than 15 seconds allowing sufficient room for
other vehicles to safely pass a team. Distances between teams traveling on two-lane roads may need to be greater.

FORMATION
Each team travels in a staggered formation with a car lane. The FD rides at the front of the group, in the left track of the
lane. The next team member positions their bike one second behind and in the right track of the same lane, the next
team member is in the left track two seconds behind the FD and one second behind the #2 bike in the right track, etc.,
etc., until all bikes have been positioned. Anyone not wishing to Team Ride should separate themselves to a safe
distance from the teams and meet at the acknowledged destination or break point. This is called Outriding and is
perfectly acceptable.
ENTERING TRAFFIC

When entering traffic from a parking lot or rest area, the FD moves into the flow of traffic after waiting to find an
opening big enough for all members of the team to be able to pull out into position. Note: FD does not leave until he
knows all members are ready to ride. The BD will inform the FD once all team members are out on the road and in
riding position. If traffic is heavy and all bikes cannot get out at once, the FD and all successive team members will enter
traffic one at a time as traffic and safety will allow. Once all members are out on the road, they should safely fall into
position behind the FD as traffic allows them to do so safely maneuvering through traffic.

PASSING TRAFFIC

singl e” road, eSINGLEBFILE, ie axder. TheFDhwile r S
make the decision to pass and will notify all team members by C.B. and hand signals to assume a single file formation.
Single file formation prior to passing riders’ ma x i mt

When passing a vehicleonatwo-l an e,

The FD will initiate the pass. The FD, after passing the vehicle, should accelerate far enough ahead to make room for the
rest of the team to safely pass and reform in the normal staggered configuration. Each rider will then pass individually
safely when traffic is clear. Remember, although you are in a team, each person is responsible for their own bike safety
and must choose and decide when the pass can be executed safely. Using the C.B., the BD informs the FD when the
entire team has safely passed and is back in riding formation.

LANE CHANGES
Lane changes by the team on multi-lane highways with two or more lanes traveling in the same direction should be
made as a unit. Using the C.B., the FD informs the BD of the need to move the team into another lane, and which lane
the team should move into (left or right). Only the BD should acknowledge this C.B. transmission (BD will say
“STANDY”). In light traffic, the BD will announce when the lane has been secured and that it is clear (safe) to make the
lane change. Riders without a C.B. should be alert and observe the hand signals of the other team members.

Each member of the team, after making a head check (physically turning the head around and looking beside and
behind) to confirm the lane is indeed secure, moves into the new lane as a unit maintaining a safe time and space
cushion following the FD. Teams should never change more than one lane at a time.



Changing lanes in heavy traffic should not be attempted as a unit move but as a progressive move. The FD requests the

BD to secure a lane (left or right of the current lane). The BD secures the lane at the earliest safe opportunity and
informs the FD that the lane has been secured and that it is safe to begin the lane change. At that point, the team
members make head checks, and each rider, in succession, FROM THE REAR TO THE FRONT, IN PAIRS; will transition to

the new lane whenitis clear. TheFDi s t he | ast to move into the new | an
will protect the team during heavy traffic where vehicles could break up and/or endanger the formation. Each team
member may have to drop back a little from the team to maintain a safe time and space cushion.

With practice and experience, the team will be able to transition from one lane to another as a team, demonstration
superb skill and team coordination.

STOPPING AT A TRAFFIC LIGHT
When it is necessary for the team to stop at a traffic signal, all team members should stop in a position of almost two

abreast (still slightly staggered). Each rider shoul d still have a slight “sp
formati on. This “compressed”’ staggered formation w
possible. While waiting for the signal to change, each rider in the compressed formation should wait directly behind the

rider in front. When the team | eaves the “compresse

behind and to the right of the FD, will move out only after the FD has traveled far enough forward so that any sudden
sideways movement will not result in a collision.

The other team members start, in turn, and in the same manner, leaving the BD the last to move. When the team
moves from a stopped position, the FD should accelerate at a rate that will allow all team members to get re-grouped as
soon as possible. Each team member should do so quickly but safely. The BD will inform the FD when all bikes are
through the light, so riding speed can be attained. No rider should accelerate next to, or past any team member who is
in front, either while traveling or while stopped. This can lead to a very dangerous situation.

To be continued...............

MIND BENDER d Answers will appear in June Newsletter

1. Who set the record for fastest motorcycle and at what speed?
2. What is/was the fastest airplane and at what speed did it reach?
3.  Who was the fastest man on a bicycle and at what speed?

4. What was the fastest car and what speed was it clocked?



News from the District:

“1f you watch the weather channel you might as well
and it is still true today. The District Rally was a success and proved the weather man wrong. There was rain and some
winds but mostly at night. Perfect weather during the day.

It was good to see everyone there. Gail and | want to thank all the members for helping put this rally on. It takes a lot of
work and dedication to make this happen. We are in the planning stages for next years rally. Details will be out in the
near future.

Organizing rallies and fun days is not something one person can do. It takes the total efforts of many people. Try and
imagine if one person were to try and plan just a chapter fun day. How long would that person last? It would probably
be their first and last effort. It takes everyone working together to make fun days and rallies a success.

The same holds true for making and growing this organization. Take advantage of all it has to offer. If you want to be a
“JAM” (Just a member) then be the best member there i
make us safer and better riders. Leadership Training is here to help mold and educate the future leaders of GWRRA.

Take advantage of all that is offered.

Now that the weather is getting better get out and ride. Try and make other chapter fun days and support them. We
hope to see you guys in Camden at the South picnic on May 9™.

The more you know theetter it gets
Robert & Gail Brown

Alabama Assistant District Directors Central Alabama

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Happy Birthday to: Lisa Entrekin May 1
Brad Marshall May 2
Josh Dodd May 3
Carolyn Caspar May 12
Shane Ratledge May 15
Ron Keller May 16
Jim Garrard May 17
Lois McGehee May 19
Winston McGehee May 19
George Glenn May 25
James Carter May 29

Happy Anniversary to:  Jim and Virgie Banks May 4
Pat and June McNew May 5
Gerald and Debbie Russell * May 5
Bryan and Leslie White ok May 15
Terry and Barbie Cleveland * May 21
Richard and Carolyn Caspar May 29

*Chapter N ACD
**Chapter N CD



REMINDER from Recruiting and Retention

Have you checked to see when your expiration date is on your GWRRA
MEMBERSHIP? Don’t forget to RENEW

The Home Office is giving away some great prizes every quarter in a drawing for
those that renew for three years at a discounted rate. The three years will be
added onto your current expiration date and the home office is also offering a
payment plan.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (2 or more people in household)
3 years---$150.00 2 years---$105.00 1 year---$55.00

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP:
3 years---$120.00 2 years---$85.00 1 year---$45.00

“EVERY MEMBER MATTERS”
Dewey & Alice Cole, Alabama District Recruiting & Retention

Editors Corner

“Ri de AlditsoAnded likearpand idea; it would be a challenge all agreed; it would take commitment;
it would be fun. This very industrious idea has become reality to Chapter N. We missed the first ride but will
make it up soon —and we will invite others who missed it to join us. The second ride was great with wonderful
spring weather and really funny things happening — like a police officer being sent to the court house in

FIl orence to check on what was happening. (He sa
‘no, j ust!) Mé thifd ride vag $0’be a great challenge. Some who went on the ride (me)

complained about having to leave the house at 5:15am—-on a SATURDAY! More t ha
done—-12 <court houses in two days. But ride we d

newsletter, it was a wonderful ride. Eight bikes, 13 people working in perfect harmony.

|l f you have not joined us on one of these ‘' Ride
enjoyment and a sense of accomplishment. We are even recording our accomplishment by filling in the
counties we visit on a copy of the Albama State map—and you should see Sammy
crayons on the map aftereachride—i t °' s al most as much fun as the ri

The Conns



3" All Alabama Ride
18-19 April 2009

This was an 800 mile overnight ride. 13 chapter members made this ride.
We visited 12 county courthouses. We rode 760 miles in the dry.

Lowndes @ Hayneville Butler @ Greenville Conecuh @
Evergreen

Washington @ Chatom
Monroeville

S )
Wilcox @ Camden




